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PREFACE 


In  this  book  are  set  forth  certain  town  patents,  a 
patent  of  a  Hudson  River  manor,  a  patent  of  a  Long 
Island  manor,  and  Dr.  O’Callaghan’s  translation  of 
a  certain  ordinance. 

The  book  is  one  of  three,  all  published  under  the 
same  imprint.  The  other  two,  with  their  respective 
dates  of  publication,  are  Long  Island  Colonial  Pat¬ 
ents,  1935,  and  Select  Patents  of  New  York  Towns, 

1938. 

All  the  illustrations  in  this  book  have  been  repro¬ 
duced  by  courtesy  of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

49  Wall  Street, 

New  York  City, 

January,  1938. 
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Plate  1.  —  “Sir  Thomas  More.  OB.  1535.  From 
the  Original  of  Holbein,  in  the  Collection  of 
W.  J.  Lenthal  Esqre.  London,  Published  April  1,  1834, 
by  Harding  Cf  Lepard,  Pall  Mall  East A  “  Engraved  by 
H.  T.  Ryall.”  “  Proof.”  (From  Portraits  of  Illustrious 
Personages  of  Great  Britain.  Engraved  from  Authentic 
Pictures  in  the  Galleries  of  the  Nobility  and  the  Public 
Collections  of  the  Country.  Four  volumes  in  folio  form. 
London,  Printed  for  Harding  and  Lepard.  1836.  Vol.  I, 
Plate  7.  uFrom  the  Collection  of  W.  J.  Lenthal,  Esq.  at 
Burford  Priory .”  —  Ibid.,  “  Chronological  Arrange¬ 
ment.”  In  this,  the  1836  edition  of  the  work  commonly 
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known  as  “  Lodge’s  British  Portraits,”  the  name  of  Mr. 
Lodge  does  not  appear,  his  respective  accounts  of  the  lives 
and  actions  of  the  240  personages  whose  portraits  are 
shown  are  omitted,  the  volumes  are  unpaged,  except  in 
the  “  Chronological  Arrangement,”  and  the  plates, 
except  as  listed  in  that  arrangement,  are  unnumbered.  The 
work  is  hereinafter  cited  as  Lodge’s  British  Portraits , 
London,  Harding  and  Lepard,  1836.) 

Plate  2.  —  “Anne  Bullen.  OB.  1536.  From  the 
Original  of  Holbein,  in  the  Collection  of  the 
Right  Hon»le  THe  Earl  of  Warwick.  London,  Pub¬ 
lished  May  1,  182Q,  by  Harding  &  Lepard,  Pall  Mall 
East.”  “  Engraved  by  J.  Thompson.”  “  Proof.”  {Ibid., 
Plate  8.  “From  the  Collection  of  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  at  Warwick  Castle.”  —  Ibid., 
“  Chronological  Arrangement.”) 

Plate  3.  —  “  Queen  Jane  Seymour.  OB.  1537.  From 
the  Original  of  Holbein,  in  the  Collection  of  His 
Grace  The  Duke  of  Bedford.  London,  Published  June 
1,  182Q,  by  Harding  &  Lepard,  Pall  Mall  East.”  “  En¬ 
graved  by  H.  Robinson.”  “  Proof.”  {Ibid.,  Plate  9. 
“From  the  Collection  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
at  Woburn  Abbey.” — Ibid.,  “Chronological  Ar¬ 
rangement.”) 

Plate  4.  —  “  Lady  Jane  Grey.  OB.  1554.  From  the 
Original  in  the  Collection  of  the  Right  Honble 
the  Earl  of  Stamford  and  Warrington.  London, 
Published  June  1,  182Q,  by  Harding  &  Lepard,  Pall  Mall 
East.”  “Engraved  by  J.  Thompson.”  (From  Lodge’s 
British  Portraits,  London,  Harding  and  Lepard,  1835, 
Vol.  II,  Plate  4.  “From  the  Collection  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stamford  and  Warrington,  at 
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Enville  Hall  .”  —  “  Chronological  Arrangement,” 
in  Vol.  I  of  this  set  of  this  edition,  p.  3.) 

Plate  5.  —  “Henry  Stuart,  Lord  Darnley,  King 
of  Scotland.  OB.  1567.  From  the  Original  in  the 
Collection  of  The  Right  Honble  The  Late  Earl  of 
Seaforth.  London,  Published  April  1 ,  1827,  by  Harding 
Lepard,  Pall  Mall  East.”  “  Engraved  by  W.  Holl.” 
“  Proof.”  (From  Lodge’s  British  Portraits,  London, 
Harding  and  Lepard,  1836,  Vol.  I,  Plate  34.  “From  the 
Original  in  the  Collection  of  the  late  Earl  of  Seaforth,  at 
Brahan  Castle.”  —  Ibid.,  “Chronological  Arrange¬ 
ment.”) 

Plate  6.  —  “  Mary  Sidney,  Countess  of  Pembroke. 
OB.  1621.  From  the  Original  of  Mark  Gerards,  in 
the  Collection  of  Sir  John  Shelley  Sidney,  Bart 
London,  Published  Jan.  1,  1830,  by  Harding  Lepard, 
Pall  Mall  East.”  “  Engraved  by  W.  T.  Fry.”  (From 
Lodge’s  British  Portraits,  London,  Harding  and  Lepard, 
1 83 5 ,  Vol.  IV,  Plate  13.  “From  the  Collection  of  Sir  John 
Shelley  Sidney,  Bart,  at  Penshurst.”  —  “  Chronologi¬ 
cal  Arrangement,”  in  Vol.  I  of  this  set  of  this  edition, 
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Her  epitaph,  which  is  not  on  her  tomb  in  Salisbury 
Cathedral  {Ibid.,  Memoir  of  Mary  Sidney,  Countess  of 
Pembroke,  pp.  1-7,  at  p.  7),  reads,  according  to  one 
version : 

Underneath  this  sable  hearse. 

Lies  the  subject  of  all  verse  ; 

Sidney’s  sister,  Pembroke’s  mother. 

Death  !  ere  thou  has  slain  another 
Learn’ d  and  fair  and  good  as  she. 

Time  shall  throw  his  dart  at  thee. 

The  authorship  of  the  epitaph  is  understood  to  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  conjecture. 


[xi] 


Plate  7.  —  “  Henrietta  Maria,  Queen  of  Charles 
the  First.  OB.  1669.  From  the  Original  of  Van¬ 
dyke,  in  the  Collection  of  the  Rt  Honble  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon.  London,  Published  Oct.  1,  1833,  by 
Harding  £s?  Lepard,  Pall  Mall  East.”  “  Engraved  by  H. 
T.  Ryall.”  “  Proof.”  (From  Lodge’s  British  Portraits, 
London,  Harding  and  Lepard,  1836,  Vol.  Ill,  Plate  21. 
“ From  the  Collection  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon,  at  the  Grove.”  —  Ibid.,  “  Chronological 
Arrangement.”) 

Plate  8.  —  “  Prince  Rupert.  OB.  1682.  From  the 
Original  of  Vandyke,  in  the  Collection  of  the 
Right  Honble  the  Earl  of  Craven.  London,  Pub¬ 
lished  Janv  1,  1833,  by  Harding  Lepard,  Pall  Mall 
East.”  “  Engraved  by  J.  Cochran.”  “Proof.”  {Ibid., 
Vol.  Ill,  Plate  36.  “ From  the  Collection  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Craven,  at  Combe  Abbey.”  — 
Ibid.,  “Chronological  Arrangement.”) 

Plate  9.  —  “ Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Knt.  From  the  origi¬ 
nal  picture  in  the  possession  of  Amias  Charles  Andros, 
Esq.  of  London.”  (From  The  Publications  of  the  Prince 
Society,  Established  May  25th,  1858.  The  Andros  Tracts 
.  .  .With  Notes  and  a  Memoir  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  By 
W.  H.  Whitmore.  3  vols.  Boston,  Published  by  The 
Prince  Society,  1868-1874,  Vol.  I,  Frontispiece.) 

The  following  is  Dr.  O’Callaghan’s  memoir  of  Sir 
Edmund  Andros : 

“Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Knight,  Seigneur  of  Sausmarez, 
was  born  in  London  6th  December,  1637.  His  ancestors 
were  from  Northamptonshire.  John  Andros,  the  first  of 
them  connected  with  Guernsey,  was  Lieutenant  to  Sir 
Peter  Meautis,  the  Governor,  and  married,  in  1543,  Judith 
de  Sausmarez,  the  heiress,  who  brought  the  fief  Sausmarez 
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into  the  family.  Their  son,  John,  became  a  King’s  ward, 
in  the  custody  of  Sir  Leonard  Chamberlain,  the  Governor, 
during  a  long  minority,  and  appears  as  a  Jurat  of  the 
Royal  court  at  the  coming  of  the  Royal  Commissioners  in 
1582.  The  grandson,  Thomas,  also  a  Jurat,  was  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor,  under  Lord  Carew,  in  1611.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Amice  de  Carteret,  Seigneur 
of  Winsby  Manor  in  Jersey,  and  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  Bailiff  of  Guernsey,  and  had  many  children.  Amice, 
father  of  Sir  Edmund,  was  the  eldest  son,  and  married 
Elizabeth  Stone,  sister  of  Sir  Robert  Stone,  Knight,  Cup¬ 
bearer  to  the  Queen  of  Bohemia,  and  captain  of  a  troop 
of  horse  in  Holland;  he  was  Master  of  the  Ceremonies  to 
King  Charles  the  First  when  his  son  Edmund  was  born, 
who  was  brought  up  from  a  boy  in  the  Royal  family,  and 
in  its  exile  commenced  his  career  of  arms  in  Holland, 
under  Prince  Henry  of  Nassau. 

“  Upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second  in  1660, 
the  inhabitants  of  Guernsey  thought  it  right  to  petition 
for  pardon  for  having  submitted  to  Cromwell.  On  the 
13th  August,  an  Order  in  Council  was  issued  granting 
said  pardon,  but  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  Amice 
Andros  of  Sausmarez,  Bailiff  of  said  Island,  Edmund  his 
son,  and  Charles,  brother  of  Amice,  had,  to  their  great 
credit  during  the  late  Rebellion,  continued  inviolably  faith¬ 
ful  to  his  Majesty,  and  consequently,  have  no  need  of 
being  comprised  in  the  general  pardon.  To  reward  his 
loyalty,  Edmund  was  made  Gentleman  in  Ordinary  to 
Elizabeth  Stuart,  Queen  of  Bohemia,  the  King’s  aunt, 
noted  for  the  vicissitudes  of  her  life,  and  as  having  given 
an  heir  to  the  House  of  Hanover;  her  daughter,  Princess 
Sophia,  being  the  mother  of  George  the  First.  He  subse¬ 
quently  distinguished  himself  in  the  war  waged  by  Charles 
the  Second  against  the  Dutch,  and  which  ended  in  1667. 
He  married  in  1671,  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Craven,  a  sister  of  Sir  W.  Craven,  of  Appletreewick  in 
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Yorkshire,  and  of  Combe  Abbey  in  Warwickshire,  Knight, 
heir  in  reversion  to  the  Barony  of  Craven  of  Hampsted 
Marshall.  On  2d  April,  1672,  a  regiment  of  dragoons, 
raised  for  the  King’s  cousin,  Prince  Rupert,  was  directed 
to  be  armed  ‘  with  the  bayonet  or  great  knife;  ’  this  being 
its  first  introduction  into  the  English  army.  Major  Andros 
was  promoted  to  this  regiment,  and  the  four  Barbadoes 
companies  then  under  his  command,  were  advanced  to  be 
troops  of  horse  in  it.  ( Origin  and  Services  of  the  Cold¬ 
stream  Guards,  by  Col.  Mackinnon.) 

“  In  the  same  year,  the  proprietors  of  the  Province  of 
Carolina,  by  patent  in  the  Latin  language,  dated  23d  April, 
under  their  great  seal  and  hands,  and  making  allusion  to 
his  services  and  merits,  conferred  on  him  and  his  heirs  the 
title  and  dignity  of  Landgrave,  with  four  Baronies  con¬ 
taining  48,000  acres  of  land  at  a  quit-rent  of  a  penny  an 
acre.  The  distinction  bestowed  by  the  proprietors,  hon¬ 
orable  as  it  was,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  otherwise 
beneficial,  and  neither  he  nor  his  heirs,  it  is  believed,  at 
any  time  derived  advantage  from  the  large  quantity  of 
land  annexed  to  the  dignity.  In  1674,  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  became  Seigneur  of  the  Fiefs  and  succeeded  to 
the  office  of  Bailiff  of  Guernsey,  the  reversion  to  which 
had  been  granted  him.  The  war  which  had  recommenced 
with  the  Dutch  having  terminated,  his  regiment  was  dis¬ 
banded,  and  he  was  commissioned  by  the  King  to  receive 
New  York  and  its  dependencies,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of 
peace,  and  constituted  Governor  of  that  Province.  He 
arrived  in  this  country,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1674,  and  entered  on  the  government 
on  the  10th  of  that  month.  He  returned  to  England  in 
November,  1677,  and  was  Knighted  by  Charles  the  Sec¬ 
ond  in  1678,  when  he  resumed  his  government,  the  affairs 
of  which  he  continued  to  administer  until  January,  1681 
(N.  S.),  when  he  repaired,  by  order,  to  England,  and  in 
1682  was  sworn  Gentleman  of  the  King’s  Privy  Chamber. 
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“  In  the  following  year,  the  Island  of  Alderney  was 
granted  to  him  and  Lady  Mary  Andros,  for  ninety-nine 
years,  at  a  rent  of  thirteen  shillings,  and  in  1685  he  was 
made  Colonel  of  her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Anne  of 
Denmark’s  regiment  of  horse.  In  1686,  James  the  Sec¬ 
ond  appointed  him  Governor,  Captain-General  and  Vice- 
Admiral  of  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  New 
Plymouth  and  certain  dependent  territories,  and  soon 
afterwards,  in  addition,  of  Rhode  Island  and  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  comprehending  the  whole  of  New  England.  He 
arrived  at  Nantasket  in  the  Kingfisher,  50,  on  the  19th 
December,  1686,  and  was  received,  a  few  days  after,  in 
Boston  ‘with  great  acclamation  of  joy.’  ( Cambridge 
Almanac,  1687.) 

“  On  the  7th  April,  1688,  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
were  placed  under  his  jurisdiction.  In  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember  following,  he  held  a  Treaty  with  the  Five  Nations 
of  Indians  at  Albany,  and  a  few  weeks  after  returned  to 
Boston,  where  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife  in 
the  forepart  of  the  following  year.  Her  Ladyship  was 
buried  by  torchlight,  the  corpse  having  been  carried  from 
the  Governor’s  residence  to  the  South  Church,  in  a  hearse 
drawn  by  six  horses,  attended  by  a  suitable  guard  of  honor. 
In  the  administration  of  his  government,  Sir  Edmund 
Andros  failed  not  to  become  unpopular,  and  on  the  18th 
April,  1689,  shortly  after  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the 
Revolution,  he  was  deposed  and  imprisoned,  and  sent  back 
to  England  in  1690.  He  continued,  notwithstanding,  in 
the  favor  of  the  Court,  and  in  1692  William  the  Third 
preferred  him  to  the  governorship  of  Virginia,  to  which 
was  adjoined  that  of  Maryland.  Governor  Andros 
brought  over  to  Virginia  the  Charter  of  William  and 
Mary’s  College,  of  which  he  laid  the  foundation.  He  en¬ 
couraged  manufactures  and  the  cultivation  of  cotton  in 
that  Colony,  regulated  the  Secretary’s  office,  where  he 
commanded  all  the  public  papers  and  records  to  be  sorted 
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and  kept  in  order,  and  when  the  State  House  was  burnt, 
had  them  carefully  preserved  and  again  sorted  and  regis¬ 
tered.  By  these  and  other  commendable  acts,  he  succeeded 
in  gaining  the  esteem  of  the  people,  and  in  all  likelihood 
would  have  been  still  more  useful  to  the  Colony  had  his 
stay  been  longer,  but  his  administration  closed  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1698.  ( Beverly’s  Virginia,  I,  37;  Oldmixon,  I,  396- 

398-) 

“In  1704,  under  Queen  Anne,  he  was  extraordinarily 
distinguished  by  having  the  government  of  Guernsey  be¬ 
stowed  upon  him,  which  he  held  for  two  years;  he  con¬ 
tinued  Bailiff  until  his  death,  and  was  empowered  to 
appoint  his  Lieutenant-Bailiff,  who  was  likewise  author¬ 
ized  to  name  a  deputy.  Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  married 
three  times.  The  second  wife  was  of  the  family  of  Crispe, 
which,  like  his  own,  had  been  attached  to  the  Royal  house 
in  its  necessities.  He  closed  his  eventful  life  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Anne,  Westminster,  without  issue,  in  February, 
1713  (O.  S.),  in  his  76th  year. — N.  Y.  Colonial  Docu¬ 
ments,  II,  740.”  (2  Gowan’s  Bibliotheca  Americana,  pp. 
65-67,  with  additional  paragraphing.) 

Plate  10.  —  “William  Cavendish,  Duke  of  New¬ 
castle.  OB.  1676.  From  the  Original  of  Vandyke, 
in  the  Collection  of  the  Right  Hon»le  the  Earl 
Spencer.  London,  Published  March  1,  1832,  by  Harding 
C?  Lepard,  Pall  Mall  East.”  “  Engraved  by  W.  H. 
Mote.”  (From  Lodge’s  British  Portraits,  London,  Hard¬ 
ing  and  Lepard,  1835,  Vol.  VIII,  Plate  11.  uFrom  the 
Collection  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  Spencer,  at 
Althorp.”  —  “  Chronological  Arrangement,”  in  Vol. 
I  of  this  set  of  this  edition,  p.  15.) 

Plate  11.  —  “Dorothy  Sidney,  Countess  of  Sun¬ 
derland.  OB.  1684.  From  the  Original  of  Van¬ 
dyke,  in  the  Collection  of  the  Right  Honble  the 
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Earl  of  Egremont.  London,  Published  May  i,  182Q, 
by  Harding  Lepard,  Pall  Mall  East.”  “  Engraved  by 
Thos  Wright.”  “  Proof.”  (From  Lodge’s  British  Por¬ 
traits,  London,  Harding  and  Lepard,  1836.  Vol.  III, 
Plate  40.  “From  the  Collection  of  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Earl  of  Egremont,  at  Petworth.”  —  Ibid.,  “  CHRONO¬ 
LOGICAL  Arrangement.”) 

Plate  12.  —  “Rachael  Wriothesley,  Lady  Rus¬ 
sell.  OB.  1723.  From  the  Original  of  Oliver,  in 
the  Collection  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 
London,  Published  Decr  1,  182Q,  by  Harding  &  Lepard, 
Pall  Mall  East.”  “  Engraved  by  J.  Cochran.”  “  Proof.” 
{Ibid.,  Vol.  IV,  Plate  9.  “From  the  Collection  of  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  at  IV oburn  Abbey.”  —  Ibid., 
“  Chronological  Arrangement.”) 
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SELECT  PATENTS 
OF  TOWNS  AND  MANORS 


V.-J.  .  ■  . 


spjfig 


Queen  Anne  Bullen 


(Plate  2) 


Chapter  I 

BROOKHAVEN  PATENTS 

“  RICHARD  Nicolls,  Esq.,  Governor  Generali,  un¬ 
der  his  Royal  Highness,  JAMES,  Duke  of  Yorke,  and 
Albany,  &c.,  of  all  his  Territoryies  in  America. 

“To  all  to  whome  these  Presents  shall  come, 
sendeth  Greeting: 

“Whereas,  there  is  a  certaine  Towne  in  the  East 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  upon  Long  Island,  commonly 
called  and  knowne  by  the  name  of  Brooke-Haven, 
and  heretofore  by  the  Indyan  name  of  Setaulcott, 
Now  in  ye  Tenure  or  occupaton  of  severall  Free¬ 
holders  and  Inhabitants,  who  having  heretofore  made 
Lawfull  Purchase  of  the  Lands,  thereunto  belonging, 
have  likewise  manured  and  Improved  a  considerable 
part  thereof,  and  settled  a  competent  number  of 
familyes  thereupon; 

“Now  for  a  confirmation  unto  the  sd  Freeholder 
[r*c]  and  Inhabitants  in  their  Enjoyment  and  Posses¬ 
sion  of  the  premisses. 

“  Know  ye,  that  by  vertue  of  the  commission,  and 
Authority  unto  mee  given  by  his  Royall  Highnesse, 
I  have  Ratified,  Confirmed  and  Graunted,  And  by 
these  presents,  Do  Ratify,  Confirme  and  Graunt  unto 
Capt.  John  Tucker,  Mr.  Daniell  Lane,  Mr.  Richard 
Woodhull,  Henry  Perring  and  John  Jenner,  as 
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“  Patentees,  for  and  on  the  behalfe  of  themselves 
and  their  Associates,  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants 
of  the  said  Towne  of  Brookehaven,  theires  heires, 
Successors  and  Assignes,  all  that  Tract  of  Land, 
which  already  hath  beene  or  that  hereafter  shall  be 
Purchased,  for  and  on  the  behalfe  of  the  said  Towne, 
whether  from  the  native  Indyan  Proprietors,  or  others 
wthin  the  Bounds  and  Limitts,  hereafter  sett  forth 
and  exprest:  (Vizt,) 

“That  is  to  say,  the  west  Bounds  to  begin  at  the 
Line  run  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Towne,  be¬ 
tween  them  and  Mr.  Smith’s  lands,  of  Nesaquake,  as 
in  his  Patent  is  sett  forth,  and  to  go  East  to  the  head 
of  the  Wading  River,  or  Redd  Creeke,  from  whence 
as  also  from  their  west  Bounds,  to  stretch  North  to 
the  Sound,  and  South  to  the  Sea  or  Maine  Ocean. 

“All  which  said  tract  of  Land,  within  the  Bounds 
and  Limitts  aforesaid,  and  all  or  any  Plantations  there 
upon,  from  henceforth  are  to  belong  and  appertaine 
to  the  said  Towne ; 

“Together  with  all  Havens,  Harbours,  Creekes, 
Quarrys,  woodlands,  meadows,  Pastures,  marshes, 
waters,  Rivers,  Lakes,  flashing,  Hawking,  Hunting 
and  ffowling, 

“And  all  other  Profitts,  Commodityes,  Emoluments 
and  hereditaments,  to  the  said  Land  and  premisses 
within  ye  Limitts  and  Bounds  afore  mentioned  de¬ 
scribed,  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining; 

“To  have  and  to  hold,  all  and  singular,  the  said 
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Lands,  Hereditaments  and  premisses,  with  their  and 
every  of  theire  appurtenances,  and  of  every  part  and 
Parcell  thereof,  to  the  said 

“  Patentees  and  their  Associates,  their  heires,  Suc¬ 
cessors  and  Assigns,  to  the  proper  use  and  behoofe 
of  the  said  Patentees,  and  their  Associates,  their  heires, 
Successors  and  Assigns,  forever. 

“  Moreover,  I  do  hereby  Ratify,  Confirme  and 
Graunt  unto  the  said  Patentees  and  their  Associates, 
their  heires,  Successors  and  Assigns,  all  the  Privi- 
ledges  belonging  to  a  Towne  within  this  Government. 

“And  that  the  place  of  their  present  Habitation 
shall  continue  and  retaine  the  name  of  Brooke-Haven, 
by  which  name  and  Stile  it  shall  be  distinguished  and 
knowne,  in  all  Bargaines  and  Sales,  Deedes,  Records 
and  writings : 

“They,  the  said  Patentees,  and  their  Associates, 
their  heires,  Successors  and  Assigns  Rendering  and 
Paying  such  Dutyes  and  Acknowledgmts  as  now  are, 
or  hereafter  shall  be  Constituted  and  Establisht  by  ye 
Lawes  of  this  Government,  under  the  obedience  of 
his  Royall  Highness,  his  heires  and  Successors: 

“Given  under  my  hand  and  Seale,  at  Fort  James, 
in  New  Yorke,  the  7th  day  of  March,  in  the  19th 
yeare  of  the  Raigne  of  our  Soverayne  Lord,  Charles 
the  Second,  by  the  grate  \sic~\  God,  of  England,  Scot¬ 
land,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  faith, 
&c.,  And  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God,  1666. 

Richard  Nicolls. 
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“  Recorded,  by  order  of  the  Governor,  the  day  and 
yeare  above  written. 

Mathias  Nicolls, 
Sec’y.” 

{Records,  Town  of  Brookhaven,  Up  to  l8oo,  pp.  1 8, 
19,  with  additional  paragraphing.) 

“Thomas  Dongan,  Capt.  Generali,  Govenour  in 
chief,  and  vice  Admirall,  in  and  over  the  province 
of  New  Yorke  and  territoryes  depending  thereon  in 
America,  under  his  majesty,  JAMES  the  second,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  England  &  Scottland,  France  and 
Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  faith,  &c.,  to  all 
whome  this  shall  come,  sendeth  greeting, 

((  Whereas,  Richard  Nicolls,  esquire,  Governour 
Gen11  under  his  then  Royall  High’",  JAMES,  Duke 
of  Yorke  and  Albany,  &c.,  now  his  present  Majesty, 
of  all  his  territoryes  in  America,  did  by  a  certaine 
writeing  or  pattent,  under  his  hand  and  seale,  bearing 
date  the  seventh  Day  of  March,  in  the  ninetenth  Year 
of  his  Reigne  of  our  late  Soverigne  Lord,  Charles  the 
Second,  &c.,  of  blessed  memory,  and  in  the  yeare  of 
our  Lord  God,  one  thousand  six  hundred  Sixty  six, 
by  virtue  of  the  Commission  and  Authority  unto  him 
given,  by  his  then  Royall  High89,  now  his  present 
majesty,  as  Aforesaid,  Ratifie,  Confirme  and  Grant 
unto  Capt.  John  Tucker,  Mr.  Daniel  Lane,  Mr. 
Richard  Woodhull,  Henry  Perring  and  John  Jennor, 


as 
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“  Pattentees,  for  and  on  the  behalfe  of  themselves 
and  there  associatos,  [j/c]  the  freeholders  and  Inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  towne  of  Brookehaven,  Scituate,  lyeing  & 
being  in  the  east  rideing  of  Yorkshire,  upon  Long 
Island,  and  heretofore  knowne  by  the  Indian  name 
of  Seataulcott,  their  heires,  successors  and  assignes, 
“All  that  tract  of  land  which  already  hath  been, 
or  that  hereafter  shall  be  purchased,  for  and  on  the 
behalfe  of  the  said  towne,  whether  from  the  native 
Indian  proprietors  or  other,  within  the  bounds  and 
Limitts  hereafter  sett  forth  and  exp  rest,  that  is  to  say, 
the  west  bounds  to  begin  at  the  line  run  by  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  said  towne,  betweene  them  &  Mr.  Smith’s 
lands,  of  Nesaquake,  as  in  his  is  sett  forth,  &  to  go 
east  to  the  head  of  the  wading  river  or  redd  Creeke, 
from  whence  as  also  from  their  west  bounds  to  stretch 
north  to  the  Sound,  and  south  to  the  sea  or  maine 
Ocean,  all  which  said  tract  of  land  within  the  bounds 
and  Limitts,  and  all  or  any  plantations  thereupon, 
from  henceforth,  are  to  belong  and  appertaine  to  the 
said  towne,  together  with  all  havens,  harbors,  Creeks, 
Quarries,  woodlands,  Meadows,  pastures,  Marshes, 
Waters,  Rivers,  Lakes,  fishing,  hawking,  hunting  and 
fowling ;  And  all  other  proffitts,  Commodityes,  emolu¬ 
ments  &  hereaditaments  to  the  said  land  and  prom- 
issess  [sic]  within  the  limitts  &  bounds  aforementioned 
Described,  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appurtaineing, 
“To  have  And  to  hold,  all  and  singuler,  the  said 
lands,  hereditaments  &  premissess ;  with  their  &  everv 
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of  their  appurtenances,  and  of  every  parte  and  par- 
cell  thereof,  to  the  said  pattentees,  and  their  Associ¬ 
ates,  their  heires,  Successors,  assignes,  to  the  proper 
use  &  behoofe  of  the  said  pattentees,  and  their  Asso¬ 
ciates,  their  successors,  and  Assignes,  forever, 

“Moreover,  the  said  Richard  Nicolls,  esquire, 
Governor  Generali  aforesaid,  did  thereby  Ratifie  and 
confirme  unto  the  said  pattentees  &  their  Associates, 
and  their  heires,  successors  &  Assignes,  all  the  privi- 
ledges  belonging  to  A  towne  within  the  government, 
and  that  the  place  of  their  present  habitation  shall 
continue  &  retaine  the  name  of  Brookhaven,  by  which 
name  and  stile  it  shall  be  Distinguished  &  knowne 
in  all  bargaines  &  Sales,  Deeds,  Records  &  writings, 
they,  the  said  pattentees,  Their  Associates,  their  heires, 
successors  &  Assignes,  Rendering  &  paying  such 
dutyes  &  Acknowledgments  as  now  are  or  hereafter 
shall  be  constituted  &  establisht  by  the  laws  of  this 
Governm’t,  under  the  obedience  of  his  Royal  High¬ 
ness,  his  heires  and  successors,  as  by  the  said  pattent 
Recorded  in  the  Secretarye’s  office  for  this  province, 
relation  being  thereunto  had  may  more  fully  and  at 
large  appear, 

“ And  Whereas,  Mr.  Andrew  Gibb  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Jenner,  some  of  the  freeholders  of  the  said 
towne  of  Brookhaven,  at  the  request  of  the  rest  of  the 
freeholders  of  said  towne,  have  made  applycation 
unto  me,  that  I  would  confirme  the  premissess  by 
pattent,  under  the  seale  of  the  province : 
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“Now,  Know  Y ee,  that  I,  the  said  Thomas  Dongan, 
by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me,  Derived 
from  his  most  sacred  Majesty  Aforesaid,  and  In  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  same,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
Quitt  Rent  herein  after  reserved,  &  other  good  & 
Lawfull  considerations  me  thereunto  moving,  have 
given,  granted,  ratified,  released  and  confirmed,  And 
by  these  presents  doe  give,  grant,  ratifie,  release  & 
confirme  unto  John  Palmer,  Richard  Woodhull, 
Samuell  Euborne,  Andrew  Gibbs,  William  Satterly, 
Thomas  Jenner  and  Thomas  Helmeres,  freeholders 
&  Inhabitants  of  Brookhaven,  hereinafter  recited,  and 
made  one  body,  corporate  &  politique,  &  willed  & 
determined  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  freeholders  &  comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brook- 
haven,  and  they  and  their  successors, 

“All  the  above  cited  tracts  within  the  limitts  and 
bounds  aforesaid,  together  with  all  and  in  singular, 
the  houses,  messuages,  tenements,  buildings,  Mills, 
Milldams,  fencings,  enclosures,  Gardens,  Orchards, 
fields,  pastures,  woods,  underwoods,  trees,  timber, 
feedings,  comon  of  pasture,  Meadows,  Marshes, 
Swamps,  plaines,  rivers,  rivoletts,  waters,  lakes,  ponds, 
brooks,  streams,  beaches,  quarries,  mines,  mineralls, 
creeks,  Harbors,  highways  and  easements,  fishing, 
hawking,  hunting  &  fowling,  (silver  and  gold  mines 
excepted) , 

“And  all  other  franchises,  profitts,  Commodityes  & 
hereditaments  whatsoever,  to  the  said  tracts  of  land 
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&  premissess,  belonging  and  in  any  wise  appurtaining 
or  therewith  used,  Accepted,  or  taken  to  belong,  or  in 
any  wise  to  appertane  to  all  intents,  purposes  &  con¬ 
structions  Whatsoever,  as  also  all  and  singular,  the 
Rents,  Arrearages  of  Rents,  usages  and  profitts  of 
the  said  tract  of  land  and  premissess,  heretofore  due 
and  payable. 

“To  have  and  to  hold  all  the  before  recited  tract 
of  land  &  premissess,  with  their  and  every  of  their 
appurtenances,  unto  the  said  John  Palmer,  Richard 
Woodhull,  Samuell  Eburne,  Andrew  Gibbs,  William 
Satterly,  Thomas  Jenner  &  Thomas  Helmne,  trustees 
of  the  freeholders  &  comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brook- 
haven,  and  their  Successors  forever,  to  and  for  the 
severall  &  Respective  uses  following,  and  to  no  other 
uses,  intents  &  purposes  whatsoever,  that  is  to  say, 

“As  for  &  concerning  all  and  singular,  the  severall 
&  respective  parsells  of  lande  &  meadow,  part  of  the 
Granted  premisses  in  any  wayes  taken  up  and  appro¬ 
priated,  either  by  pattent  under  the  hand  of  any  of 
his  Majestyes  Governours  in  this  province,  and  sealed 
with  the  seale  thereof,  or  by  perticuler  divisions  and 
Allotments  before  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  unto  the 
Severall  &  respective  present  freeholders  or  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  said  towne  of  Brookhaven,  by  virtue  of 
the  aforecited  Deed  or  pattent,  to  the  use  and  behoofe 
of  the  said  freeholders  or  inhabitants  respectively,  & 
their  severall  &  respective  heires  &  assignes  forever. 

“And  as  for  and  concerning  all  and  every  such 
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Queen  Jane  Seymour 
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parcell  or  parcells,  tract  or  tracts  of  land,  Remainder 
of  the  granted  premissess,  not  taken  up  or  appropri¬ 
ated  to  any  perticuler  person  or  persons,  by  virtue  of 
the  Afore-recited  deed  or  pattent,  to  the  use  and  be- 
hoofe  of  the  present  freeholders  &  inhabitants,  their 
heires,  Successors  and  Assigns  forever,  in  proportion 
to  their  Severall  &  respective  Settlements,  Divisions 
&  Allottments,  as  tennants  in  comon,  without  any  lett, 
hindrance  or  molestation,  to  be  had  or  reserved,  upon 
pretence  of  joint  tennancy  or  survivorship,  any  thing 
contained  herein  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwith¬ 
standing, 

“Allways  saving  unto  his  most  Sacred  majesty 
aforesaid,  his  heires  and  successors  the  severall  Rents 
&  Quitt  Rents  reserved,  due  &  payable,  from  severall 
persons  inhabiting  within  the  limitts  &  bounds  afore¬ 
said,  by  virtue  of  former  grants,  to  them  made  and 
given, 

“And  also  saveing  to  his  most  sacred  majesty  Afore¬ 
said,  his  heires  &  Successors,  all  the  tracts  &  necks 
of  land  that  lye  to  the  South,  within  the  limitts  and 
bounds  aforesaid,  that  remaine  unpurchased  from  the 
native  Indians,  any  thing  contained  herein  to  the 
contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding, 

“To  be  holden  of  his  said  Majesty,  his  heires  and 
successors  in  free  &  common  soccage,  According  to 
the  mannor  of  east  Grenwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
within  his  majestyes  Realme  of  England, 

“Yeilding,  Rendring,  &  paying  therefore,  yearly, 
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&  every  year  from  henceforth,  to  our  soverigne  Lord 
the  King,  his  heires  and  successors,  or  to  such  officer, 
or  officers,  as  shall  be  appointed  to  Receive  the  same, 
the  Sum  of  one  Lamb,  or  two  shillings  current  mony 
of  this  province,  upon  the  five  &  twentyth  day  of 
March,  at  New  York,  in  full  of  all  rents,  or  former 
reserve  rents,  services,  acknowledgments  and  demands 
whatsoever. 

“And  further,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority 
to  me,  the  said  Thomas  Dongan,  given  as  aforsaid, 
and  in  pursuant  of  the  same,  and  for  the  reasons  and 
considerations  above  writen,  I  have  recited,  \_sic~\  de¬ 
termined,  declared  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents 
do  will,  determine,  declare  &  grant  that  the  said  In¬ 
habitants  and  freeholders,  the  freeman  of  Brookhaven 
aforesaid,  comonly  called  by  the  name  of  the  free¬ 
holders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven, 
or  by  whatsoever  name  or  names  they  are  called,  or 
named,  and  their  heires  and  successors  forever  hence¬ 
forward  are,  and  shall  be 

“One  body  corporate  &  politique,  in  deed  and 
name,  by  the  name  of  the  trustees  of  the  freeholders 
and  comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven,  and  them, 
by  the  name  of  the  trustees,  of  the  freeholders  and 
comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven,  one  body 
corporate  and  politique  in  deed  and  name,  I  have 
really  and  fully,  for  his  said 

“Majesty,  his  heires  &  successors,  erected,  made, 
ordained,  constituted  and  declared  by  these  presents, 
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and  that  by  the  same  name  they  have  successon  forever, 
“And  that  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of 
the  trustees  of  the  freeholders  and  comonalty  of  the 
towne  of  Brookhaven  be,  and  shall  be  forever  in 
future  times,  persons  able  &  capable  in  law  to  have, 
perceive,  receive  and  possesse,  not  only  all  and 
singuler,  the  premisess,  but  other  messuages,  lands, 
tenements,  priviledges,  jurisdictons,  franchises  and 
hereditaments  of  whatsoever  kind  or  species  they  shall 
bee  to  them  and  their  successors  forever,  in  fee,  or  for 
the  term  of  a  yeare  or  yeares,  otherwise  whatsoever 
mannor  it  be. 

“And  also  goods,  chatties  and  all  other  things  of 
whatsoever  name,  nature  or  quality,  or  species,  they 
shall  bee. 

“And  Also,  to  give,  Grant,  release,  Aliene,  Assigne 
and  dispose  of  lands,  tennements,  hereditaments  and 
all,  And  every  other  thing  and  things,  act  and  acts, 
to  do  &  execute  by  the  name  Aforesaid, 

“And  that  by  the  same  name  of  the  trustees  of  the 
freeholders  and  comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brook- 
haven,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be 
answered  unto,  defend  and  be  defended,  they  are,  and 
may  be  capable  in  whatsoever  place  and  places,  and 
before  whatsoever  Judges  and  Justices,  or  other  per¬ 
son,  or  officialls  of  his  said  Majesty,  his  heires  and 
successors,  in  all,  and  all  manner  of  Actions,  plaints, 
suites,  complaints,  causes,  matters  and  demands  what¬ 
soever,  of  what  kind,  quality  and  species  the  same  be, 
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and  shall  be  in  manner  and  forme,  as  any  other  of  his 
majestyes  Leige  people,  with  in  this  province,  can  or 
are  able  to  have,  require,  receive,  possess,  enjoye, 
retaine,  give,  grant,  release,  Aliene,  assigne  and  dis¬ 
pose,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered 
unto,  defend  or  be  defended,  do  permitt  or  execute. 

“And  for  the  better  enabling  the  trustees  of  the 
freeholders  and  comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brook- 
haven,  aforesaid,  in  doing  and  executing  and,  and  [jic] 
singuler  the  premisess  I  have  willed,  granted  and 
determined,  and  by  these  presents  do  will,  grant  and 
determine  that  from  henceforward  and  forever  here¬ 
after,  the  said  trustees  of  the  freeholders  and  comon¬ 
alty  of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven  do,  and  may  have, 
and  use  a  comon  Seale,  which  shall  serve  to  execute 
the  causes  and  affaires  whatsoever  of  them  and  their 
successors. 

“And,  further,  I  will,  and  by  these  presents,  in 
behalfe  of  his  said  majesty,  his  heires  and  successors, 
that  henceforward,  for  evermore,  there  be  and  shall 
be  trustees  of  the  freeholders  and  comonalty  of  the 
towne  of  Brookhaven  aforesaid,  to  be  chosen  and 
elected  as  in  these  presents  hereafter  is  mentioned, 
who  shall  bee,  &  shall  be  called  the  trustees  of  the 
freeholders  and  comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brook¬ 
haven. 

“And  they  and  their  successors  shall,  and  may  bee, 
at  all  convenient  times  hereafter,  upon  a  publick 
Sumons  from  any  three  of  the  trustees  Aforesaid,  for 
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the  time  being,  assemble  &  meet  together  in  the  towne 
house,  of  the  said  towne,  or  in  such  other  publick 
place  as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  appointed  to  make 
such  Acts  and  orders  in  writing,  for  the  more  orderly 
doeing  the  premises  as  they,  the  said  trustees  of  the 
freeholders  &  comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven 
aforesaid,  &  their  successors  from  time  to  time  shall 
and  may  think  convenient,  so  always  as  the  said  Acts 
and  orders  be  in  no  wise  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
England  and  of  this  province,  which  now  are  or  here¬ 
after  may  be  established,  and  that  they  be  not  in 
any  wise  against  the  true  intent  &  meaning  of  these 
presents. 

“And  also,  I  will  ordain  and  determine  that  all 
and  singuler,  the  aforesaid  Acts  and  orders  from  time 
to  time  shall  Bee  made  &  ordered  by  the  vote  of  the 
Major  parte  of  the  said  trustees  of  the  freeholders 
and  comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven  aforesaid, 
or  at  least  by  the  Major  parte  of  such  of  them  as  shall 
from  time  to  time  assemble  and  meet  together  in 
manner  as  aforesaid,  so  always,  their  be  not  fewer  in 
number  then  five  of  the  said  trustees  present  at  such 
meetings,  so  to  be  holden  as  aforesaid. 

“And  for  the  better  execution  of  this  Grant,  in  this 
behalfe,  I  have  assigned,  nominated,  created,  consti¬ 
tuted  and  made,  and  by  these  presents  do  assigne, 
nominate,  create,  constitute  &  make  John  Palmer, 
Richard  Woodhull,  Samuell  Eburne,  Andrew  Gibb, 
William  Satterly,  Thomas  Jenner,  Thomas  Helmne, 
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to  stand  &  be  the  first  moderne  trustees  of  the  free¬ 
holders  and  comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven, 
to  continue  in  the  aforesaid  office,  from  and  After  the 
date  of  these  presents,  untill  the  time  that  others  be 
elected  and  chosen  in  their  stead,  according  to  the 
manner  and  forme  hereinafter  expressed, 

“And  moreover,  I  do,  by  these  presents,  for,  and  on 
behalfe  of  his  most  sacred  majesty  aforesaid,  his  heires 
and  successors,  appointe  that  the  trustees  of  the  free¬ 
holders  and  comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven, 
and  clerke  within  the  towne  of  Brookhaven  aforesaid, 
be  yearly  chosen  on  the  first  tuesday  of  May  forever, 

vizt:  Seven  trustees  of  the  freeholders  and  comonaltv 

•/ 

of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven,  one  clerk,  one  constable, 
and  two  assessors  in  such  publick  place  as  the  trustees 
for  the  time  being  shall  appoint  and  direct,  and  that 
the  trustees,  Constables,  &  Assessors  be  chosen  by  the 
majority  of  voices  of  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of 
the  towne  of  Brookhaven  aforesaid, 

“And  whereas  their  is  an  act  of  the  Generali 
Assembly  of  this  province,  entituled  an  Act  for  De¬ 
fraying  of  the  publick  &  necessary  charge  of  each 
Respective  citty,  towne  and  county  throughout  this 
province,  &c.,  wherein,  amongst  other  things,  it  was 
enacted  and  provided  that  annually,  &  once  every 
year,  there  should  be  elected  a  certaine  number  out 
of  each  respective  citty,  towne,  and  county  through¬ 
out  this  provice,  to  be  elected  and  chosen  by  the 
major  parte  of  all  the  freeholders  &  freemen,  which 
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certaine  number  so  duly  elected  should  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  make  an  assessment,  or  cer¬ 
taine  rate  within  their  respective  cittys,  townes,  & 
countyes,  Annually,  &  once  every  year,  which  assessm* 
and  certaine  rate  so  established,  as  aforesaid,  should 
be  paid  into  a  certaine  treasurer,  who  should  be  chosen 
by  the  major  parte  of  all  the  freeholders  &  freemen 
of  each  respective  citty,  towne  &  county,  as  aforesaid, 

“And  whereas  the  said  towne  of  Brookhaven  is  to 
be  regulated  in  the  premeses,  according  to  the  tenure 
&  effect  of  the  aforecited  Act  of  Assembly. 

“Now  know  yee,  likewise,  that  I  have  given  & 
granted,  &  by  these  presents  doe  give  &  grant  for  & 
on  behalfe  of  his  said  majestye,  his  heires  &  succes¬ 
sors,  unto  the  said  trustees  of  the  freeholders  &  comon- 
alty  of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven  &  their  successors 
forever;  that  the  said  trustees,  for  the  time  being, 
forever  shall  be  the  commissioners  of  the  said  towne, 
to  execute  &  officiate  in  the  said  offices,  to  all  intents, 
constrictions,  &  purposes  whatsover. 

“And  further,  that  the  said  trustees,  as  commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  said  towne,  shall  have  power,  from  time 
to  time,  &  at  all  times  hereafter,  &  by  such  wayes  & 
meanes  to  Levy  &  impose  such  sume  &  sumes  of  mony 
as  they  shall  think  fitt  for  the  defraying  the  necessary 
&  publick  charge  of  the  said  towne,  and  that  for  the 
more  orderly  doing  thereof,  they  shall  &  may,  from 
time  to  time,  give  such  directions  unto  the  Assessors, 
yearly,  to  be  chosen  for  the  said  towne,  how,  &  after 
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what  mannor,  to  proceed  in  their  assessments  of  such 
sums  of  mony,  as  aforesaid,  on  the  estates  of  each  of 
the  respective  inhabitants  &  freeholders  of  the  said 
towne,  &  the  said  sumes  of  mony  when  so  raised  & 
payd  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  said  towne 
as  aforesaid,  to  order  the  paym4,  Disbursment,  &  dis- 
posall  of,  to  such  persons,  &  to  &  for  the  uses  aforesaid, 
in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  convenient. 

“And  further,  that  all  and  singuler,  the  acts  & 
orders  of  the  said  trustees  in  the  premisess  shall  be 
certified  under  the  sd  comon  seale,  &  signed  by  the 
president  of  the  said  trustees  for  the  time  being  (who 
is  alwayes  to  bee  the  first  chosen  of  the  sd  trustees)  or 
in  his  absence  by  any  other  two  of  the  sd  trustees,  of 
which  the  treasurer  &  assessors  of  the  sd  towne  for  the 
time  being,  and  all  other  persons  are  to  take  due  notice. 

“And  lastly,  I  give  and  grant  for  &  on  behalfe  of  his 
said  majesty,  his  heires  &  successors,  by  these  presents, 
to  all  &  every  person  &  persons,  &  to  whatsoever  per¬ 
son  subject  to  his  sd  majesty,  his  heires  &  successors, 
free  &  lawfull  power,  ability  &  authority  that  they  or 
any  of  them,  any  messuages,  tennements,  lands, 
meadows,  feedings,  pastures,  woods,  underwood, 
Rents,  Revertions,  services,  &  other  hereditamts 
whatsoever  within  the  said  county  of  Suffolk,  which 
they  hold  of  his  said  majesty,  his  heires  &  successors, 
unto  the  aforesaid  trustees  of  the  freeholders  & 
comonalty  of  the  towne  of  Brookhaven,  &  their  suc¬ 
cessors  shall  &  may  give,  grant,  bargaine,  sell,  & 
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alienate,  to  have,  hold  and  enjoye  unto  the  sd  trustees 
of  the  freeholders  &  comonalty  of  the  towne  of 
Brookhaven,  &  their  successors  forever. 

“Yielding  &  paying  therefore  unto  his  sd  majesty, 
his  heires  &  successors,  on  the  said  five  &  twentyth  day 
of  March  yearly,  &  every  yeare  forever,  the  full  & 
just  sume  of  fourty  shillings,  curant  mony  of  this 
province,  at  New  York, 

“Wherefore  by  virtue  of  the  power  &  authority 
aforesaid,  I  do  will  &  comand  for  &  on  behalfe  of 
his  said  majestye,  his  heires  &  successors,  that  ye 
aforesd  trustees  of  the  freeholders  &  comonalty  of  the 
towne  of  Brookhaven,  and  their  successors  have,  hold, 
use  &  enjoye,  &  that  they  shall  &  may  forever  have, 
hold,  use  &  enjoy  all  the  libertyes  &  authorityes,  cus¬ 
toms,  orders,  ordinances,  franchises,  auquittances, 
lands,  tenements  &  hereditamts,  goods  &  chatties 
aforesd,  according  to  the  tenure  &  effect  of  these  pres¬ 
ents,  without  the  lett  or  hindrance  of  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever. 

“  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seale  of 
the  sd  province  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  &  these  presents 
to  be  entered  in  the  Secretary’s  office,  witnesse  my 
hand,  att  Fortt  James,  the  seven  &  twentyth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  six  hundred  eigthy-six,  [sic~\ 
and  in  the  second  yeare  of  his  majtis  Reigne. 

Thomas  Dongan. 

By  Comand  of  his  Exeye. 

J.  S.  SWINTON. 
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“  May  it  Please  your  Excelpy,  The  Atturney  Gen11 
Hath  perused  This  patent  and  Finds  Nothing  con¬ 
tained  therin  predudicial  to  his  MajV9  Interest. 
“Exam.  Xmber  24th,  1686.  Sa.  [Ac]  GRAHAM. 

“Att  a  councill,  held  at  Fort  James,  this  27th  day  of 
December,  1686. 

“prest.  his  Exeye,  Majr  Anth.  Brookholls,  Majr 
Fred.  Flipsen,  Mr.  John  Spragge,  Majr  Ger.  Baxter. 
“This  pattent  was  approved  of 

J.  S.  Swinton,  Cl.  Coniss.  [Ac] 


“  Recorded  in  the  Secyes  office,  for  the  Province  of 
New  York,  In  lib  No.  2,  begun  in  No.,  1686. 

J.  S.  Swinton,  Secr’y. 

“  Recorded  in  the  Book  of  Entreyes,  for  the 
Trustees  of  the  freeholders  and  comonalty  of  the 
towne  of  Brookhaven,  begunn  p.  mo-  Jan.  Ioth,  1686-7. 

Andrew  Gibb,  Cl.” 

(Ibid.,  pp.  52-61,  with  additional  paragraphing,  and 
additional  capitals  where  needed  in  such  paragraph- 

ing.) 
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Lady  Jane  Grey 


(Plate  4) 


Chapter  II 

HUNTINGTON  PATENTS 

“The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  Free  and  Independent: 

“To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
Greeting: 

“Know  ye,  that  we,  having  inspected  the  records 
remaining  in  our  Secretary’s  office,  do  find  therein 
Book  of  Pattents,  No.  i,  page  99,  certain  Letters 
patent  recorded  in  the  words  and  figures  following 
to  wit: 

“A  Patent  granted  unto  the  Inhabitants  of  Hunt¬ 
ington,  Richard  Nicolls,  Esq.,  Governor  Generali 
under  his  Royall  Highness,  the  Duke  of  Yorke  and 
Albany,  etc.,  of  all  his  territories  in  America. 

“To  all  to  whom  these  pr’ts  shall  come,  sendeth 
Greeting:  whereas  there  is  a  certain  Town  within 
this  Government  commonly  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  Huntington;  situate  and  being  in  Long  Is¬ 
land,  now  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  several 
Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  there  residing,  who 
having  heretofore  made  laufull  purchase  of  the  lands 
thereunto  belonging,  have  likewise  manured  and  im¬ 
proved  a  considerable  part  thereof  and  settled  a  com¬ 
petent  number  of  familyes  thereupon. 

“  Now,  for  a  confirmation  unto  the  said  Freeholdr’s 
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and  Inhabitants  in  their  enjoym’t  and  possession  of 
the  premises,  know  ye  that  by  virtue  of  ye  commission 
and  authority  unto  me  given  by  his  Royal  Highness, 
I  have  ratified,  confirmed  and  granted,  and  by  these 
pr’sts  do  hereby  ratify,  confirm  and  grant  unto  Jonas 
Wood,  William  Leveredge,  Robert  Seely,  John 
Ketcham,  Thomas  Scudmore,  Isaac  Platt,  Thomas 
Joanes,  and  Thomas  Weeks,  [jiV]  in  the  behalfe  of 
themselvs  and  their  associates,  the  Freeholders  and  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  s’d  Towne,  their  heires,  successors  and 
assigns,  all  y’1  land  that  already  have  beene  or  here¬ 
after  shall  bee  purchased  for  and  in  the  behalfe  of 
the  Towne  of  Huntington,  either  from  the  natives, 
proprietors  or  others  within  the  limitts  and  bounds 
herein  exprest,  (vizt) 

“That  is  to  say;  from  a  certaine  river  or  creeke  on 
the  West  com’only  called  by  the  Indyans  by  the  name 
of  Nackaqnatok  and  by  the  English  the  Cold  spring, 
to  stretch  eastward  to  Nasaquack  River;  on  the  North 
to  bee  bounded  by  the  Sound  running  betwixt  Long 
Island  and  the  Maine;  and  on  ye  South  by  ye  sea, 
including  there  nine  several  necks  of  Meadow 
Ground,  all  which  tract  of  land  together  with  the  s’d 
necks  thereunto  belonging,  within  the  bounds,  limitts 
aforesaid,  and  all  or  any  plantacon  thereupon  are  to 
belong  to  the  said  Towne  of  Huntington,  as  also  all 
Havens,  Harbors,  Creekes,  Quarryes,  Woodland, 
Meadows,  Pastures,  Marshes,  Lakes,  Fishing,  Hawk¬ 
ing,  Hunting  and  Fowling  and  all  other  profitts, 
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commodetyes,  Emolum’ts  and  Heriditam’ts  to  the 
said  land  and  premises  within  limitts  and  bounds 
aforementioned,  described,  belonging,  or  in  any  wise 
appertaining,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Lands  and 
Necks  of  lands  Hereditam’ts  and  premises  with  their 
and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  and  of  every  part, 
part  and  parcell  thereof  to  the  said  patentees  and  their 
associates,  to  the  proper  use  and  behoofs  \_sic~\  of  the 
said  patentees  and  their  associates,  their  Heirs,  Suc¬ 
cessors  and  assigns  forever  and 

“  I  do  likewise  hereby  confirme  and  Grant  unto  the 
said  Patentees  and  their  associates,  their  Heires,  suc¬ 
cessors  and  assigns  all  the  privileges  belonging  to  a 
Towne  within  this  Governm’t,  and  that  the  place  of 
their  present  Habitacon  shall  continue  and  retaine 
the  name  of  Huntington  by  which  name  it  shall  be 
distinguist  and  knowne  in  all  Bargains  and  sales, 
deeds,  records  and  writings. 

“They,  the  said  patentees,  and  their  associates, 
their  Heirs,  successors  and  assigns  rendering  and  pay¬ 
ing  such  dutyes  and  acknowledgem’ts  as  now  are  or 
hereafter  shall  be  constituted  and  establist  by  the 
Laws  of  this  Colony  under  the  obedience  of  his  Royall 
Highness,  his  heirs  and  successors. 

“  Given  under  my  hand  and  seale  at  Fort  James  in 
New  York,  the  30th  day  of  November,  in  the  1 8th 
year  of  his  Majesties  reign  and  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1666. 

Richard  Nicolls. 
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“All  which  we  have  exemplified  by  these  presents. 

“  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  these,  our 
Letters,  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  our 
said  State  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

“Witness  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  George 
Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of  our  said  State,  General 
and  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Militia,  and  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same  at  our  city  of  New 
York  this  twelfth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  our  Independence. 
“[L.S.]  Geo.  Clinton.” 

{Huntington  Town  Records  .  .  .  Vol.  I,  pp.  92-96, 
with  additional  paragraphing.) 

“The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  by  the 
Grace  of  God  free  and  independent, 

“To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
Greeting: 

“  Know  ye  that  we,  having  inspected  the  records 
remaining  in  our  Secretary’s  Office  do  find  there 
recorded  in  Lib.  Pat.  6,  page  360,  certain  Letters 
Patent  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

“  Recorded  for  the  Towne  of  Huntington, 

“Thomas  Dongan,  Capt,  Generali  and  Governour- 
in-Chief  of  New  Yorke  and  Territories  depending 
thereon,  in  America  under  his  most  sacred  Majesty, 
J ames  ye  second,  by  ye  Grace  of  God  King  of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  ye  faith, 
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and  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  sendeth 
Greeting: 

“Whereas  Richard  Nicolls,  Esqr.,  Governor- 
Generall  under  his  then  Royall  Highness  James, 
Duke  of  Yorke  and  Albany,  etc.,  now  his  present 
Majesty  of  all  his  Territoryes  in  America,  did  by  a 
certain  writing  or  patent  under  his  hand  and  seale 
bearing  date  ye  thirtyeth  day  of  November,  in  ye 
eighteenth  yeare  of  the  reigne  of  ye  late  Soveraign, 
Lord  Charles  ye  second,  etc.,  of  biassed  memory,  etc., 
in  ye  year  of  our  Lord  God  Sixteene  hundred  sixty- 
six,  by  virtue  of  ye  com’n.  and  authority  unto  him 
given  by  his  s’d  then  Royall  Highness  now  his  present 
Majestie  as  aff’d,  I  [sic]  ratifie,  confirme  and  grant 
unto  Jonas  Wood,  William  Leveradge,  Robart  Seely, 
John  Ketcham,  Thomas  Scidmore,  Isaac  Platt, 
Thomas  Joans,  and  Thomas  Weeckes,  as 

“  Patentees  in  ye  behalfe  of  themselves  and  their 
associates,  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  ye 
Towne  of  Huntinton,  [sic]  scituate,  lying  and  being 
within  this  Governm’nt  upon  Long  Island  in  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  now  in  the  Tennoure  and  occupa¬ 
tion  of  severall  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  there 
residing,  who  having  theretofore  made  lawfull  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  lands  thereunto  belonging,  have  likewise 
manured  and  improved  a  considerable  part  thereof 
and  settled  a  competent  number  of  familys  there¬ 
upon  all  ye  lands  y’t  already  had  been  or  thereafter 
should  be  purchased  for  and  on  the  behalfe  of  ye  s’d 
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Town  of  Huntington,  whether  from  the  Natives  Pro¬ 
prietors  or  others  within  ye  Limitts  and  Bounds  herein 
expressed ;  that  is  from  a  certain  river  creek  on  ye  West 
commonly  called  by  the  Indians  by  ye  name  of  Nack- 
quatack  and  by  the  English  the  Cold  Spring,  to 
stretch  eastward  to  Nesaquas  River,  on  the  North 
to  be  bounded  by  ye  Sound,  runing  betwixt  Long 
Island  and  ye  Maine,  and  on  ye  South  by  the  Sea,  in¬ 
cluding  therein  nine  severall  Necks  of  meadow 
ground,  which  tract  of  Land,  together  with  ye  said 
Nine  Necks  thereunto  belonging  within  ye  bounds 
and  Limitts  afores’d,  and  all  or  any  Plantations 
thereupon,  are  to  belong  to  the  said  Towne  of  Hunt¬ 
ington  as  allsoe  all  Havens  Harbours,  Creeks,  Quar¬ 
ries,  Woodlands,  Meadows,  Pastures,  Marsh’s,  Lakes, 
Fishing,  Hawking,  hunting  and  fowleing  and  all 
other  proffits,  Commoditiys,  Emoluments  and  Here- 
ditamts  to  ye  said  land  and  premises,  ye  Limits  and 
Bounds  aforementioned,  described  belonging  or  in 
anywise  appertaining, 

“To  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular,  ye  said 
Lands  and  Necks  of  Lands,  Hereditam’ts  and  prem- 
issess  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances  and 
every  part  and  parcell  thereof  to  ye  said  patentees  and 
their  associates,  their  Heires,  Successors  and  Assigns 
forever  and  did  likewise  thereby  confirme  and  Grant 
unto  ye  sd  Patentees  and  theire  associates,  their  heires 
Successors  and  Assigns  all  ye  privledges  belonging  to 
any  [jtc]  Towne  within  this  Governm’t  and  yt  ye  place 
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of  their  present  Habitation  should  continue  and 
retaine  ye  name  of  Huntington,  by  wch  name  it  should 
be  distinguish’d  and  knowne  in  all  Bargains  and  Sales 
Deeds,  Records  and  writeings,  they  ye  said  patentees 
[j/c]  and  their  Associates,  their  Heires,  Successors 
and  Assignes  rendering  and  paying  such  Dutyes  and 
Acknowledgments  as  then  were  or  thereafter  should 
be  constituted  and  established  by  ye  Lawes  of  this 
Collony  under  ye  obedience  of  his  Royall  Highness 
his  Heires  and  Successors,  as  by  ye  said  patent  entered 
and  recorded  in  ye  Secretarys  Office  att  New  Yorke, 
relation  being  thereunto  had,  may  more  fully  and  att 
large  appeare, 

“And  whereas  ye  free  holders  of  ye  said  Towne  of 
Huntington  have  made  application  unto  mee  yl  I 
would  Grant  and  Confirme  ye  premises  by  Patent 
under  ye  Seale  of  ye  province  to  them  their  Heires  and 
Assigns  forever: 

“  Now  know  yee  y’t  I,  ye  said  Thomas  Dongan,  by 
virtue  of  ye  power  and  authority  to  mee  derived  from 
his  most  sacred  majestie  affores’d  in  pursuance  of  the 
same  for  and  in  consideration  of  ye  Quitt  rent  herein¬ 
after  reseived  and  other  good  and  lawfull  considera¬ 
tions  mee  thereunto  moving  have  Given,  Granted, 
Ratified  and  Confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doe 
Give,  Grant,  Ratify,  and  Confirme  unto  Thomas 
Fleet,  Senior,  Epenetus  Platt,  Jonas  Wood  Senior, 
James  Chichester  Senior,  Joseph  Baily,  Thomas 
Powell  Senior,  John  Joan,  Isaac  Platt,  and  Thomas 
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- ,  [jjc]  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of 

Huntington,  herein  erected  and  made  one  Body  Cor¬ 
porate  and  publique  and  willed  and  determined  to  be 
called  by  ye  name  of  ye  Trustees  of  ye  Freeholders  and 
Comonalty  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntington  and  their 
successors,  all  ye  above  recited  Tracts  of  Land  within 
ye  Limitts  and  Bounds  aforesaid,  together  with  all  and 
singular  ye  Houses,  Messuages,  Tenements,  Build¬ 
ings,  Mills,  Milldams,  fencing,  enclosures,  Gar¬ 
dens,  Orchards,  fields,  pastures,  woods,  underwoods, 
trees,  timbers,  feedings  and  Common  of  pasture, 
meadows,  marshes,  swamps,  plaines,  Rivers,  Rivo- 
letts,  waters,  Lakes,  Ponds,  Brooks,  Streams,  Beaches, 
Quarries,  Creekes,  Harbours,  Highways,  and  Eas- 
ments,  fishing,  hawking,  hunting,  and  fouling,  mines, 
mineralls  (silver  and  gold  mines  excepted)  and  all 
franchises,  proffits,  commodityes  and  Hereditaments 
whatsoever  to  ye  said  Tracts  of  Lands  and  premises 
belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  or  therewithall 
used,  accepted,  reputed  or  taken  to  belong  or  in  any 
wise  appertaine  to  all  intents  and  purposes  and  con¬ 
structions  whatsoever,  as  alsoe  all  and  singular  ye 
rents,  arrearages  of  rents,  issues  and  proffits  of  ye  said 
Tract  of  Land  and  Premises  heretofore  due  and 
payable : 

“To  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  ye  before 
cited  Tract  of  Land  and  premises  within  ye  bounds 
and  limits  afforementioned,  with  their  and  every  of 
theire  appurtenances  unto  ye  said  Thomas  Ffeet  [jic] 
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senior,  Epenetus  Platt,  Jonas  Wood  senior,  James 
Chichester  senior,  Thomas  Powell,  senior,  Joseph 

Baily,  Thomas - ,  John  Samnes  and  Isaac 

Platt,  Trustees  of  ye  Freeholders  and  Comonalty  of 
ye  Towne  of  Huntington  and  their  Successors  forever 
to  and  for  ye  severall  and  respective  uses  following 
and  to  noe  other  uses,  intents  and  purposes  whatso¬ 
ever,  that  is  to  say 

“As  for  and  concerning  all  and  singular  ye  severall 
and  respective  parcell  of  Land  and  Meadows,  part  of 
ye  granted  premises  in  any  wayes  taken  up  and  appro¬ 
priated  eighter  \_sic~\  by  Pattent  under  ye  hand  of  any 
of  his  Majestys  Governors  in  this  Province  and  sealed 
with  ye  seale  thereof  or  by  perticular  divisions  and 
allotments  before  ye  day  of  ye  date  hereof  unto  ye 
severall  and  respective  present  Freeholders  or  In¬ 
habitants  of  ye  said  Towne  of  Huntingtown  by  vertue 
of  ye  before  recited  Deed  or  Patent  to  ye  use  and  be- 
hoofe  of  ye  said  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  respec¬ 
tively  and  to  their  severall  and  respective  Heires  and 
Assigns  forever 

“And  as  for  and  concerning  all  and  every  such 
parcell  or  parcells,  Tract,  or  Tracts  of  Land,  remain¬ 
der  of  ye  grante.d  premises,  not  taken  upp  or  appropri¬ 
ated  to  any  perticular  person  or  persons  by  vertue  of 
ye  before  recited  Deed  or  patent,  to  ye  use  and  behoofe 
of  ye  present  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  and  their 
Heires,  Successors,  and  assigns  forever  in  proportion 
to  their  severall  and  respective  settlements,  Divisions 
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and  allotments  as  Tenants  in  common  without  any 
manner  of  Lett,  Hinderance,  or  Molestation  to  be 
had  or  reserved  upon  pretence  of  joynt  Tennancy  or 
survivorshipp,  anything  contained  to  ye  contrary  in 
anywise  notwithstandin, 

“Alwaies,  saveing  to  his  most  sacred  Majestie 
aforesaid,  his  Heires  and  successors,  ye  several  rents 
and  Quitt-rents  reserved,  due  and  payable  from  sev- 
erall  persons  inhabiting  within  ye  Limitts  and  Bounds 
afforesaid  by  vertue  of  former  Grants  to  them  made, 
and  Given 

“And  alsoe  saveing  to  his  most  sacred  majestie 
aforesaid,  his  Heirs  and  Successors,  all  ye  Necks  of 
Land  y*  lye  to  the  South  within  ye  limitts  and  Bounds 
aforesaid,  and  ye  Lands  to  ye  Northward  of  ye  same, 
yt  remaines  unpurchased  from  ye  Native  Indians, 
anything  contained  hereinto  ye  contrary  in  any  wayes 
not  withstanding 

“  To  bee  holden  of  his  said  majestys,  his  Heires  and 
Successors,  in  free  and  common  soccage  according  to 
ye  manner  of  East  Greenwich  in  ye  County  of  Kent, 
within  his  Majesties  Realme  of  England, 

“Yielding  rendering  and  paying  therefore  yearly 
and  every  yeare  from  henceforth  to  our  Soveraigne 
Lord  ye  King,  his  Heires  &  Successors  or  to  such 
officer  or  officers  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  ye 
same,  one  Lamb  or  five  shillings  lent  [jic]  money  of 
this  province  upon  ye  five  and  twentyeth  day  of  March 
att  New  Yorke,  in  full  of  all  rents  or  former  reserved 
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rents,  services,  acknowledgements  and  demands  what¬ 
soever, 

“And  further  by  vertue  of  ye  power  and  authority 
to  mee  the  said  Thomas  Dongan,  Given  as  aforesaid, 
and  in  persueance  of  ye  same,  and  for  ye  reasons  and 
considerations  above  recited  I  have  Willed,  deter¬ 
mined,  declared  and  granted,  by  these  presents,  due, 
will  Determine,  Declare  and  Grant  y4ye  said  Inhabi¬ 
tants  and  Freeholders  ye  freemen  of  Huntingtown 
afforesaid,  comonly  called  by  ye  name  of  ye  free¬ 
holders  and  Inhabitants  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntington, 
or  by  whatsoever  Name  or  names  they  are  called  or 
named,  and  their  Heires  and  Successors  forever 
henceforward  are  and  shall  be  one 

“  Body  corporate  and  Politique  in  Deed  and  Name 
by  ye  name  of  ye  Trustees  of  ye  Freeholders  and  Com- 
monalyty  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntingtown  one  Body  Cor¬ 
porate  and  Politique  in  Deed  and  Name,  I  have  realy 
and  fully  for  his  said 

“Majesty,  his  Heirs  and  Successors,  erected  and 
made  Ordained,  Constituted  and  Declared  by  these 
presents,  and  y4  by  ye  same  name  they  have  succession 
forever, 

“And  y4  they  and  their  Successors  by  ye  Name  of 
ye  Trustees  of  ye  Freeholders  and  Commonallity  of 
ye  Towne  of  Huntingtown  be  and  shall  be  forever  in 
future  times  persons  able  and  capable  in  Law  to  have, 
perceive  and  receive  and  possess  not  only  all  and 
singular  ye  premises,  but  other  meassuages,  Lands, 
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Tenements,  priviledges,  Jurisdictions,  Franchizes 
and  Hereditament  of  whatsoever  kind  or  species  they 
shall  be,  to  them  and  their  Successors  in  fee  forever 
or  for  ye  tenure  of  a  Yeare  or  Yeares  or  otherwise 
whatsoever  manner  itt  bee, 

“And  also  Goods,  Chatties  and  all  other  things  of 
what-soever  Name,  Nature,  Quality  or  Species  they 
shall  bee 

“And  alsoe  to  Give,  Grant,  release,  aliene,  assigne 
and  Dispose  of  Lands,  Tenements,  Hereditaments 
and  all  and  every  other  thing  and  things,  act  and  acts, 
to  doe  and  execute  by  ye  Name  aforesaid, 

“And  y*  by  ye  same  name  of  Trustees  of  ye  Free¬ 
holders  and  Comonality  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntington 
to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered 
unto,  defend  and  be  defended,  they  are  and  may  be 
capable  in  whatsoever  place  and  places  and  before 
whatsoever  Judges  and  Justices  or  other  persons, 
officials  of  his  said  Majestyrs,  his  Heirs  and  Successors 
in  all  and  all  manner  of  Actions,  Plaints,  Suites,  Com¬ 
plaints,  Causes,  Matters  and  demands  whatsoever  of 
wt  kinds,  quality  and  species  ye  same  bee  in  manner 
and  forme  as  any  other  of  his  Majestys  Leidge  people 
within  this  province  can  or  are  able  to  have,  require, 
receive,  possesse,  enjoy,  retaine,  Give,  Grant,  release, 
aliene,  assigne  and  dispose,  pleade  and  be  impleaded, 
answer  an  be  answered  unto,  Defend  and  be  de¬ 
fended,  doe  Permitt  and  Execute 

“And  for  ye  better  Inableing  ye  Trustees  of  ye 
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Freeholders  and  Commonality  of  ye  Towne  of  Hunt- 
ingtown  aforesaid  in  doeing  and  executing  all  and 
singular  ye  premises,  I  have  Willed,  Granted  and  de¬ 
termined,  and  by  these  presents  Doe,  Will,  Grant  and 
determine  that  from  henceforward  and  forever  here¬ 
after  ye  said  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Com¬ 
monality  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntingtown  Doe  and  may 
have  and  use  a  Comon  Seale  wch  shall  serve  to  exe¬ 
cute  ye  causes  and  affairs  whatsoever  of  them  and  their 
Successors, 

“And  further  I  will  and  by  these  presents  in  ye 
behalfe  of  his  said  Majestye,  his  Heirs  and  successors 
that  henceforward  and  forever  more  there  be  and  shall 
be  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Commonality  of  ye 
Towne  of  Huntington  aforesaid  to  be  chosen  and 
elected  in  these  presents  hereafter  is  mentioned  who 
shall  bee  and  shall  bee  called  ye  Trustees  of  the  free¬ 
holders  and  commonality  of  ye  town  of  Huntingtown 
and  they  and  their  Successors  shall  and  may  at  all 
convenient  times  hereafter  upon  a  publique  summons 
from  any  three  of  ye  trustees  aforesaid  for  the  time 
being,  assemble  and  meet  together  in  ye  Towne  House 
of  ye  said  Towne  or  in  such  publique  place  as  shall 
be  from  time  to  time  appointed,  to  make  such  Acts 
and  orders  in  writing  for  ye  more  orderly  doing  of  ye 
premises  as  they,  ye  said  Trustees  of  ye  freeholders 
and  Commonality  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntingtown, 
afforesaid,  and  theire  Successors,  from  time  to  time, 
shall  and  may  think  convenient,  soe  always  as  ye  said 
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Acts  and  orders  be  in  noe  way  repugnant  to  ye  Laws 
of  England  and  of  this  province  wch  now  are  or  here¬ 
after  may  be  established,  and  that  they  be  not  in  any- 
wayes  against  ye  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these 
presents, 

“And  alsoe  I  Will,  Ordaine  and  Determine  y4  all 
and  singular  ye  afforsaid  acts  and  orders,  from  time 
to  time,  shall  bee  made  and  ordained  by  ye  vote  of  ye 
major  part  of  ye  said  Trustees  of  ye  Freeholders  and 
Commonality  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntingtown,  afore¬ 
said,  or  at  least  by  ye  major  part  of  such  of  them  as 
shall  from  time  to  time  assemble  and  meet  together  in 
manner  as  afforsaid,  so  allways  as  there  be  not  fewer 
in  number  than  six  of  the  Trustees  present  at  such 
meetings  soe  to  be  holden  as  afforesaid, 

“And  for  ye  better  Execution  of  this  Grant  in  this 
Behalfe  I  have  assigned,  Nominated,  Created,  Con¬ 
stituted  and  made,  and  by  these  presents  Doe  Assigne, 
Nominate,  Create,  Constitute  and  make  Thomas 
Fleet,  Senior.,  Epenetus  Platt,  Jonas  Wood,  Senior, 
James  Chichester,  senior,  Thomas  Powell,  senior, 

Joseph  Bayley, - ,  John  Sammes,  and  Isaac 

Platt,  to  stand  to  bee  the  first  Modern  Trustees  of  ye 
Freeholders  and  Commonality  of  ye  Towne  of  Hunt¬ 
ingtown,  to  continue  in  ye  afforesaid  office  from  and 
after  ye  date  of  these  presents  untill  ye  time  yl  others 
bee  elected  and  chosen  in  their  stead,  according  to  ye 
manner  and  forme  hereinafter  expressed, 

“And  moreover  I  doe  by  these  presents,  for  and  on 
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ye  behalfe  of  his  most  sacred  majesty  afiforesaid,  his 
Heirs  and  Successors,  appointyty*5  Trustees  of  ye  Free¬ 
holders  and  Commonality  of  ye  Towne  of  Hunting- 
town  and  Clerke  within  ye  Towne  of  Huntington 
aforesaid,  ye  [sic~\  yearly  chosen  on  ye  first  Tuesday 
of  May  forever,  viz. :  Nine  Trustees  of  ye  Freeholders 
and  Commonallity  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntingtoun,  [jfc] 
one  Clerke,  one  Constable,  and  two  Assessors  in  such 
publique  place  as  ye  Trustees  for  ye  time  being  shall 
appoint  and  direct,  and  y4  ye  T rustees,  Constables,  and 
Assessors  be  chosen  by  ye  majority  of  Voices  of  the 
Freeholders  and  freemen  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntington 
afiforesaid ; 

“And  whereas  there  is  an  Act  of  ye  Generali 
Assembly  of  this  province  entiteiled  an  Act  for  de¬ 
fraying  of  ye  publique  and  necessary  charge  of  each 
respective  Citty,  Towne  and  County  throughout  this 
province,  etc.,  wherein  amongst  other  things  it  was 
enacted  and  provided  y*  annually  and  once  every  yeare 
there  should  be  elected  a  certaine  number  out  of 
each  respective  Citty,  Towne,  and  County,  through¬ 
out  this  province,  to  be  elected  and  chosen  by  ye  major 
part  of  all  ye  Freeholders  and  Freemen,  which  cer¬ 
taine  number  so  duely  elected  should  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  make  a  assessment  or  certaine  Rule, 
within  their  respective  Cittyes,  Towns  and  County 
annually,  and  once  every  yeare,  which  assessment  and 
certaine  rate  soe  established  as  afiforesaid  should  be 
paid  unto  a  certain  Treasurer,  who  should  be  chosen 
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by  ye  Major  part  of  all  ye  Freeholders  and  freemen  of 
each  respective  Citty,  Towne  and  County  as  affore- 
said,  and  whereas  ye  said  Towne  of  Huntington  is  to 
be  regulated  in  ye  premises  according  to  ye  Tennure 
and  effect  of  ye  afforerecited  Act  of  Assembly: 

“  Now  know  ye  likewise  y*  I  have  given  and  granted 
and  by  these  presents  Doe  Give  and  Grant,  for  and  on 
behalfe  of  his  said  Majesty,  his  Heires  and  Successors, 
unto  ye  sd  Trustees  of  ye  Freeholders  and  Common- 
allity  of  ye  Town  of  Huntingtonn,  and  their  Succes¬ 
sors  forever,  y*  said  T rustees  for  the  time  being  shall  be 
Commissioners  of  ye  said  Towne  to  execute  and 
officiate  in  ye  sd.  office  to  all  intents,  constructions  and 
purposes  whatsoever, 

“And  further  y*  sd.  Trustees,  as  Commissioners  of 
ye  said  Towne  shall  have  forever  from  time  to  time 
and  at  all  times  hereafter,  and  by  such  wayes  and 
means  to  Leavy  and  Impose  such  sume  and  summes 
of  Money  as  they  shall  think  fitt  for  ye  defraying  ye 
necessary  and  publique  charge  of  ye  said  Towne, 

“And  for  ye  more  Orderly  doeing  thereof,  they  shall 
and  may  from  time  to  time  give  such  directions  unto 
ye  Assessors  Yearely  to  be  chosen  for  the  sd  Towne, 
how  and  after  yl  manner  to  proceed  in  their  Assessmts 
for  such  sumes  of  money  as  afforesaid,  on  ye  Estates 
of  each  of  ye  respective  inhabitants  and  freeholders 
of  ye  sd.  Towne,  and  ye  sd  Sumes  when  soe  raised  and 
unto  ye  hands  of  ye  Treasurer  of  ye  sd.  Towne  as  affore¬ 
said,  to  Order  ye  payment,  Disbursement  and  Dis- 
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posall  of  to  such  persons  and  to  and  for  ye  uses  afore¬ 
said,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  seeme  convenient, 

“And  further  yt  all  and  singular  ye  Acts  and  Orders 
of  ye  said  Trustees  in  ye  premises  shall  be  certified 
under  ye  said  common  seale  signed  by  ye  President 
of  ye  said  Trustees  for  ye  time  being,  who  is  allways 
first  to  be  chosen  of  ye  said  Trustees,  or  in  his  absence 
by  any  other  two  of  ye  said  Trustees  of  w’ch  ye  Treas¬ 
urer  and  ye  Assessors  of  ye  said  Towne,  for  ye  time 
being  and  all  other  persons,  are  to  take  due  notice, 

“And  lastly,  I  Give  and  Grant  for  and  on  behalfe 
of  his  said  Majesty,  his  heires  and  Successors,  by  these 
presents  to  all  and  every  person  and  persons  and  to 
whatsoever  person  subject  to  his  said  Majesty,  his 
Heirs,  and  Successors,  free  and  lawfull  power,  and 
abillity  and  authority  that  they  or  any  of  them  any 
Messuages,  Tenements,  Lands,  Meadows,  feedings 
and  pastures,  Woods,  Underwoods,  rents,  reversions, 
services,  and  other  Hereditaments  whatsoever  which 
they  hold  of  his  said  Majestie,  his  Heirs,  and  Succes¬ 
sors,  unto  ye  aforesaid  Trustees  of  ye  freeholders  and 
Commonality  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntingtonn,  and 
their  Successors,  shall  and  may  Give  Grant,  Bar¬ 
gain,  Sell,  Allienate,  to  have  and  to  hold  and  enjoy 
unto  ye  said  Trustees  of  ye  Freeholders  and  Common- 
allity  of  ye  Town  of  Huntingtonn,  and  their  succes¬ 
sors  forever, 

“Yielding  and  paying  therefore  unto  his  said 
Majesty  his  Heirs  and  Successors,  on  ye  said  five  and 
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twentyeth  day  of  March,  yearely  and  every  yeare  for¬ 
ever,  ye  full  and  just  sume  of  twenty  shillings,  curr’t 
Money  at  New  Yorke ; 

“Wherefore  by  vertue  of  ye  power  and  authority 
aforesaid,  I  doe  Will  and  Command  for  and  on  be¬ 
half  of  his  said  Majesty,  his  Heirs  and  Successors,  yl 
ye  aforesaid  Trustees  of  ye  Freeholders  and  Common- 
allity  of  ye  Towne  of  Huntingtonn  and  their  Suc¬ 
cessors,  have,  held,  [sic]  use  and  enjoy  all  ye  liberty, 
Authority,  customes,  orders,  ordinances,  franchizes, 
acquittances,  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments, 
Goods  and  Chattle  aforesaid,  according  to  ye  Tenoure 
and  effects  of  these  presents,  without  ye  lett  or  Hin- 
derance  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever. 

“In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  these  pres¬ 
ents  with  my  Handwriting,  caused  ye  same  to  be 
recorded  in  ye  Secretary’s  office  and  ye  seale  of  this  his 
Majestys  province  to  be  thereunto  affixed,  this  second 
day  of  August  in  ye  fourth  year  of  his  Majestye 
Reigne  and  in  ye  yeare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six 
hundred  eighty  and  eight. 

“  May  it  please  your  Excellency,  The  Attorney 
Generali  has  perused  this  Grant  and  finds  nothing 
therein  contained  prejudiciall  to  his  Majesty  Interest. 

“Examined  August  ye  [«V]  1688  W.  NlCOLLS. 

“Att  a  Councill  held  att  Fort  James  in  New  York, 
August  ye  2.  1688,  Present  His  Excellency  ye  Gov- 
ernour,  Major  Antho  Brockholls,  Major  Gervis 
Baxter,  Major  Frank  Philips,  Major  S.  V.  Cortlands. 
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This  Pattent  was  approved  of  Geo.  Brewerton. 

“All  which  We  have  Exemplified  by  these  presents. 

“  In  Testimony  whereof  We  have  caused  these  our 
Letters  to  be  made  patent  and  the  Great  Seal  of  our 
State  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

“  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  George 
Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of  our  said  State  General 
and  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Militia  and  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same,  at  our  City  of  New 
York  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety 
three  and  in  the  Eighteenth  year  of  our  Independence. 

Geo.  Clinton,  [l.s.]” 

(Ibid.,  pp.  532-543,  with  additional  paragraphing, 
and  additional  capitals  where  needed  in  such  para¬ 
graphing.) 

“William  and  Mary,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of 
England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  King  and 
Queen,  defenders  of  the  faith,  etc., 

“To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  send 
greeting: 

“Whereas  Richard  Nicols,  Esq.,  late  Governor 
General  of  our  province  of  New  York,  and  terri¬ 
tories  depending  thereon  in  America,  did  by  a  certain 
deed  or  patent,  sealed  with  his  seal,  bearing  date  the 
thirteenth  [sic]  day  of  November,  in  the  eighteenth 
of  the  reign  of  our  Royal  Ancester,  Charles  the 
Second,  King  of  England,  etc.,  and  in  the  yeare  of 
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our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  sixty-six,  Grant, 
ratify,  and  confirm  unto  Jonas  Wood,  William 
Leveredge,  Robert  Seely,  John  Ketcham,  Thomas 
Scidmore,  Isaac  Platt,  Thomas  Jones,  and  Thomas 
Wickes,  as  patentees,  in  the  behalf  of  themselves  and 
their  associates,  the  Freeholders  and  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Huntington,  their  heirs,  successors,  and 
assigns,  all  the  lands  that  already  have  been  or  here¬ 
after  shall  be  purchased  for  or  on  the  behalf  of  the 
said  town  of  Huntington,  whether  from  the  native 
proprietors  or  others,  within  the  limits  and  bounds 
herein  expressed;  that  is  to  say,  from  a  certain  river 
creek  on  the  west,  commonly  called  by  the  Indians 
by  the  name  Nachquatack,  and  by  the  English  the 
Cold  Spring,  to  stretch  eastward  to  Nesaquas  river, 
on  the  north  to  be  bounded  by  the  Sound  running  be¬ 
twixt  Long  Island  and  the  main,  and  on  the  south  by 
the  sea,  including  therein  nine  several  necks  of 
meadow  ground;  all  of  which  tract  of  land,  together 
with  the  said  nine  necks  thereunto  belonging,  within 
the  bounds  and  limits  aforesaid,  and  all  or  any  plan¬ 
tations  thereupon,  are  to  belong  to  the  said  town  of 
Huntington,  as  also  all  havens,  harbors,  creeks,  quar¬ 
ries,  woodlands,  meadows,  pastures,  marshes,  lakes, 
fishing,  hawking,  hunting,  and  fowling,  and  all  other 
profits,  commodities,  emoluments,  and  hereditaments 
to  the  said  land  and  premises,  within  the  limits  and 
bounds  aforementioned  described,  belonging  or  in 
anyways  appertaining;  to  have  and  to  hold  all  and 
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singular  the  said  necks  of  land,  hereditaments,  and 
premises,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances, 
and  of  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  to  the  said  pat¬ 
entees  and  their  associates,  their  heirs,  successors,  and 
assigns,  all  the  privileges  belonging  to  any  town  within 
our  said  government;  and  that  the  place  of  their  pres¬ 
ent  habitation  shall  continue  and  retain  the  name  of 
Huntington,  by  which  name  it  shall  be  distinguished 
and  known  in  all  bargains  and  sales,  deeds,  records, 
and  writings;  they,  the  said  patentees  and  their  asso¬ 
ciates,  their  heirs  successors,  and  assigns,  rendering 
and  paying  such  duties  and  acknowledements  as  now 
are  or  hereafter  shall  be  contituted  and  established 
by  the  laws  of  our  colony,  and  as  by  the  said  patent, 
entered  and  recorded  in  our  secretary’s  office  of  our 
said  court,  relation  being  thereunto  had,  may  more 
fully  and  at  large  appear. 

“And  whereas  our  loving  subjects,  Joseph  Bayly, 
Thomas  Wickes,  Jonas  Wood,  John  Wood,  John 
Wickes,  Thomas  Brush,  and  John  Adams,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  the  rest  of  our  loving  subjects,  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  our  said  town  of  Hunt¬ 
ington,  have  by  petition  presented  unto  Benjamin 
Fletcher,  our  Captain-General,  Governor-in-Chief 
of  our  said  province  of  New  York,  and  territories  de¬ 
pending  thereon  in  America,  prayed  our  grant  and 
confirmation  of  the  premises,  so  only  as  that  the  limits 
and  bounds  of  the  said  town  of  Huntington  shall  not 
be  as  above  mentioned,  but  as  hereafter  expressed  — 
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that  is  to  say,  all  those  tracts  and  necks  of  land  lying 
upon  Long  Island,  or  our  Island  of  Nassau,  within 
our  County  of  Suffolk,  being  bounded  on  the  west 
by  a  river  called  and  known  by  the  name  Cold  Spring, 
a  line  running  south  from  the  head  of  the  said  Cold 
Spring  to  the  South  Sea,  and  on  the  North  by  the 
Sound  that  runs  between  our  said  Island  of  Nassau 
and  the  main  continent,  and  on  the  east  by  a  line  run¬ 
ning  from  the  west  side  of  a  pond  called  and  known 
by  the  name  of  Freshpond  to  the  west  side  of  Whit¬ 
man’s  dale  or  hollow,  and  from  thence  to  a  river  on 
the  south  side  of  our  said  Island  of  Nassau,  on  the 
east  side  of  a  neck  called  Sampawams,  and  from  the 
said  river  running  to  the  said  South  Sea; 

“And  likewise  that  we  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  make,  erect  and  establish  all  our  loving  subjects, 
the  Inhabitants  and  Freeholders  of  our  said  town  of 
Huntington,  within  the  limits  and  bounds  next  above 
expressed,  into  one  body  politic  and  corporate,  in 
deed  and  name; 

“Which  reasonable  request  we  being  willing  to 
grant, 

“Now  know  ye,  that  of  our  especial  grace  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given,  granted, 
ratified  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  for 
us  our  heirs,  and  successors,  give,  grant,  ratify  and 
confirm  unto  the  said  Joseph  Bayly,  Thomas  Wickes, 
Jonas  Wood,  John  Wood,  John  Wickes,  Thomas 
Brush,  and  John  Adams,  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants 
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Mary  Sidney,  Countess  of  Pembroke 


(Plate  6) 


of  our  said  town  of  Huntington,  hereby  erected  and 
made  one  body  and  politic  and  corporate,  and  willed 
and  determined  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  our 
said  town  of  Huntington,  and  their  successors, 

“All  the  afore  recited  tracts  and  necks  of  land 
lying  upon  our  said  Island  of  Nassau,  within  our  said 
county  of  Suffolk,  bounded  on  the  west  by  a  river 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Cold  Spring,  a  line 
running  south  from  the  head  of  the  said  Cold  Spring 
to  the  South  Sea,  and  on  the  north  by  the  Sound  that 
runs  between  our  said  Island  of  Nassau  and  the  main 
continent,  and  on  the  east  by  a  line  running  from  the 
west  side  of  a  pond  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Freshpond  to  the  west  side  of  Whitman’s  dale  or 
hollow,  and  from  thence  to  a  river  on  the  south  side 
of  our  said  Island  of  Nassau,  on  the  east  side  of  a  neck 
called  Sampawams,  and  from  the  said  river,  running 
south  to  the  said  South  Sea; 

“Together  with  all  and  singular  the  houses,  mes¬ 
suages,  tenements,  buildings,  mills,  milldams,  fencings, 
inclosures,  gardens,  orchards,  fields,  pastures,  feed¬ 
ings,  woods,  underwoods,  trees,  timbers,  commons, 
or  pastures,  meadows,  marshes,  swamps,  plains,  rivers, 
rivulets,  waters,  lakes,  ponds,  brooks,  streams,  beaches, 
quarries,  trees,  harbors,  highways  and  easements, 
fishing,  fowling,  hunting,  and  hawking,  mines,  min¬ 
erals,  (silver  and  gold  mines  excepted),  and  all  other 
franchises,  profits,  benefits,  commodities  and  here- 
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ditaments  whatever  to  the  said  tracts  of  land,  within 
the  limits  and  bounds  next  above  mentioned,  belong¬ 
ing  or  in  any  ways  appertaining,  or  therewithal  used, 
accepted,  reputed,  and  taken  to  belong,  or  in  anyways 
appertaining,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  and  con¬ 
struction  whatsoever;  and  also  all  and  singular  the 
rents,  arrearages  of  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the 
said  tracts  of  land  and  premises,  heretofore  due  and 
payable ; 

“To  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  before 
recited  tracts  and  necks  of  land  and  premises,  within 
the  limits  and  bounds  next  above  mentioned,  with 
their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  unto  the  said 
Joseph  Bayly,  Thomas  Wicks,  Thomas  Brush,  Jonas 
Wood,  John  Wood,  John  Wicks,  and  John  Adams, 
Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  our 
said  town  of  Huntington,  and  their  successors,  for¬ 
ever,  with  the  sole  license  of  purchasing  from  the 
natives  any  land  or  meadow  within  the  limits  and 
bounds  next  aforementioned,  to  and  for  the  several 
and  respective  uses  following,  and  to  no  other  uses, 
intents,  and  purposes  whatsoever;  (that  is  to  say) 

“As,  for,  and  to  concerning  all  and  singular  the  sev¬ 
eral  and  respective  parcels  of  land  and  meadow,  part 
of  the  grant,  and  premises  in  anyways  taken  up  and 
unappropriated  [sic~\  by  particular  divisions  and 
allotments,  before  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  unto  the 
several  and  respective  present  Freeholders  and  In¬ 
habitants  of  our  said  town  of  Huntington,  by  virtue 
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of  the  before  recited  deed  or  patent,  to  the  only  use, 
benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  freeholders  or  inhabitants 
respectively,  and  to  their  several  and  respective  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever; 

“And  as,  for,  and  concerning  all  and  every  such 
parcel  or  parcels,  tract  or  tracts,  neck  or  necks  of  land, 
remainder  of  the  granted  premises,  not  taken  up  or 
appropriated  to  any  particular  person  or  persons,  by 
virtue  of  the  before  recited  deed  or  patent,  to  the  use, 
and  behoof  of  the  present  freeholders  and  inhabitants, 
their  heirs  successors,  and  assigns,  forever,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  several  respective  settlements,  divisions 
and  allotments,  as  tenants  in  common,  without  any 
manner  of  let,  hindrance,  or  molestation,  had  or  re¬ 
served,  upon  pretense  of  joint  tenantry  or  survivor¬ 
ship —  anything  contained  to  the  contrary  in  anywise 
notwithstanding: 

“To  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  in 
free  and  common  socage,  according  to  the  tenure  of 
our  manor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  our  county  of  Kent, 
within  our  realm  of  England, 

“Yielding,  rendering  and  paying  therefor  yearly, 
and  every  year,  forever,  unto  us,  our  heirs,  and  succes¬ 
sors,  the  annual  or  yearly  rent  of  one  lamb,  or  five  shil¬ 
lings  current  money  of  our  said  province,  at  our  city  of 
New  York,  upon  the  first  day  of  the  Annunciation  of 
our  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  in  view  [sic]  and  stead  of 
all  other  rents  dues,  duties,  services  and  demands 
whatsoever  for  the  said  tract  of  land  and  premises. 
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“And  moreover  know  ye  that,  of  our  special  trust, 
cartain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  willed 
determined,  declared,  made  and  granted  and  by  these 
presents  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  will, 
determine,  declare,  make  and  grant  that  the  said  free¬ 
holders  and  inhabitants,  freemen  of  our  town  of 
Huntington  aforesaid,  commonly  called  by  the  name 
of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  our  said  town 
of  Huntington,  or  by  whatever  name  or  names  they 
are  called  or  named,  and  their  heirs  and  successors, 
forever  hence  forward,  shall  be  one  body  corporate 
and  politic  in  deed  and  name,  by  the  name  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  our 
town  of  Huntington;  and  them,  by  the  name  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  commonalty  of  the 
town  of  Huntington,  one  body  corporate  and  politic 
in  deed  and  name  we  have  really  and  fully  made, 
erected,  declared,  constituted  and  ordained,  and  by 
these  presents  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
really  and  fully  made,  [Wc]  erect,  declare,  constitute 
and  ordain ; 

“And  by  these  presents  do,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 
successors  really  and  fully  make,  erect,  declare,  con¬ 
stitute,  and  ordain,  that  by  the  same  name  of  the 
Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the  town  of  Hunt¬ 
ington  they  have  succession  forever;  and  that  they 
and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the  town  of 
Huntington,  be  and  shall  be  forever,  in  future  time, 
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persons  able  and  capable  in  the  law  to  have,  perceive, 
receive,  possess,  not  only  all  and  singular  the  premises, 
but  other  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  privileges, 
jurisdictions,  franchises,  and  hereditaments,  of  what¬ 
soever  kind  or  species  they  shall  be,  to  them  and  their 
successors,  in  fee  forever,  or  for  a  term  of  a  year  or 
years,  or  otherwise,  of  whatsoever  manner  it  be; 

“And  also  goods  chatties,  and  all  other  things,  of 
whatsoever  name,  nature,  quality,  or  species  they  shall 
be,  and  also  to  give,  grant,  release,  allow  assign,  and 
dispose  of  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  and 
all  and  every  other  thing  and  things,  act  and  acts,  to 
do  and  execute  by  the  name  aforesaid; 

“And  that  by  the  same  name  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the  town  of  Hunt¬ 
ington,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded  answer  and  be 
answered  unto,  defend  and  defended;  they  are  and 
may  be  capable,  in  what  soever  place  and  places,  and 
before  whatsoever  Judges  or  Justices  or  other  per¬ 
sons,  officials  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  in  all 
and  all  manner  of  actions,  plaints,  suits,  complaints, 
causes,  matters  and  demands  whatsoever,  of  what  kind, 
quality  and  species  the  same  be,  in  manner  and  form 
as  any  other  our  liege  people  within  our  said  town 
can  or  are  able  to  have,  require,  receive,  possess,  enjoy, 
retain,  give,  grant,  release,  alien,  assign  and  dispose, 
plead  and  be  impleaded  answer  and  be  answered 
unto,  defend  and  be  defended;  do  permit  and  en¬ 
trust — 
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“And  for  the  better  enabling  the  said  Trustees  of 
the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  our  said  town 
of  Huntington,  in  doing  and  executing  all  and  singu¬ 
lar  the  premises,  we  have  willed,  granted  and  deter¬ 
mined  and  by  these  presents  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  will,  grant  and  determine  that  from  hence¬ 
forward  and  forever  hereafter  the  said  Trustees  of 
the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the  town  of 
Huntington  do  and  may  have  and  use  a  Common  Seal, 
which  shall  serve  to  execute  the  causes  and  affairs 
whatsoever  of  them  and  their  successors. 

“And  moreover,  we  have  willed  and  granted  and 
by  these  presents  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
will  and  grant  that  henceforward  and  forever  there 
be  and  shall  be  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Com¬ 
monalty  of  our  said  town  of  Huntington ;  to  be  chosen 
and  elected  as  in  these  presents  hereafter  is  mentioned, 
who  shall  be  and  be  called  the  Trustees  of  the  Free¬ 
holders  and  Commonalty  of  the  town  of  Huntington, 
and  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  at  all 
convenient  times  hereafter,  upon  public  summons 
from  any  three  of  the  trustees  aforesaid,  for  the  time 
being,  assemble  and  meet  together  in  the  town  house 
of  the  said  town,  or  in  such  public  place  as  shall  be 
from  time  to  time  appointed,  to  make  such  acts  and 
orders  in  writing  for  the  most  orderly  doing  of  the 
premises  as  they,  the  said  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders 
and  Commonalty  of  our  said  town  of  Huntington 
and  their  successors,  from  time  to  time  shall  and  may 
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think  convenient;  so  always  as  the  said  acts  and  orders 
be  in  no  way  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  our  Kingdom 
of  England  and  of  this  our  court,  [sic~\  which  now 
are  or  hereafter  shall  be  established,  and  that  be  not 
in  anyways  against  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
these  presents. 

“And  we  further  will  and  determine  that  all  and 
singular  the  aforesaid  acts  and  orders  from  time  to 
time  shall  be  made  and  ordained  by  the  vote  of  the 
major  part  of  the  said  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders 
and  Commonalty  of  our  said  town  of  Huntington  or 
at  least  by  the  major  part  of  such  of  them  as  shall 
from  time  to  time  assemble  and  meet  together  in 
manner  as  aforesaid,  so  always  that  they  be  not  fewer 
in  number  than  five  of  the  Trustees  present  at  such 
meeting  to  be  holden  as  aforesaid; 

“And  for  the  better  execution  of  this  our  grant  in 
this  behalf,  we  have  assigned,  nominated,  created, 
constituted  and  made  Joseph  Bayly,  Thomas  Wickes, 
Jonas  Wood,  John  Wood,  John  Wickes,  Thomas 
Brush  and  John  Adams  to  be  the  first  modern  Trus¬ 
tees  and  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the  town 
of  Huntington,  to  continue  in  the  aforesaid  office 
from  and  after  the  date  of  these  presents  until  the 
time  that  others  be  elected  and  chosen  in  their  stead, 
according  to  the  manner  and  form  hereafter  expressed. 

“And  moreover,  we  do  by  these  presents  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors  grant  and  appoint  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the 
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town  of  Huntington  aforesaid,  and  the  Town  Clerk 
of  the  town,  be  yearly  elected  and  chosen  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  May  forever  —  that  is  to  say,  seven  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the  town 
of  Huntington  aforesaid,  one  Town  Clerk,  one  Con¬ 
stable  and  two  assessors,  in  such  public  place  as  the 
Trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  appoint  and  direct, 
and  that  the  Trustees,  Constables,  Town  Clerk  and 
Assessors  be  chosen  by  the  majority  of  votes  of  the 
Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  our  said  town  of  Hunt¬ 
ington  ; 

“And  whereas  by  an  act  of  General  Assembly  of 
our  said  Province,  entitled  an  Act  for  the  defraying 
the  public  and  necessary  charges  of  each  respective 
city,  town,  etc.,  amongst  other  things  it  is  enacted  and 
provided  that  annually  and  once  every  year  there 
should  be  elected  a  certain  number  out  of  each  re¬ 
spective  town  by  the  major  part  of  all  the  freeholders 
and  freemen  of  each  respective  town,  which  certain 
number  so  duly  elected  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  make  an  assessment,  or  certain  rate, 
within  their  respective  town,  etc.,  which  certain  rate, 
so  established  as  aforesaid,  should  be  paid  unto  a 
certain  Treasurer,  who  should  likewise  be  chosen  by 
the  major  part  of  all  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of 
each  respective  town,  and  whereas  our  said  town  of 
Huntington  is  to  be  regulated  according, 

“  Know  ye  further  that  we  have  likewise  given  and 
granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  for  us,  our  heirs 
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and  successors  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  Trustees 
of  the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the  town  of 
Huntington  and  their  successors  forever,  that  the  said 
Trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  forever  be  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  said  town,  to  execute  and  officiate 
in  the  said  office  to  all  intents,  constructions  and  pur¬ 
poses  whatsoever; 

“And  the  said  trustees  for  the  time  being,  as  com¬ 
missioners  of  the  said  town,  shall  have  power  from 
time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  and  by  such 
ways  and  means,  to  levy  and  impose  such  sum  or  sums 
of  money  as  they  shall  think  fit,  for  the  defraying  of 
the  necessary  and  public  charges  of  our  said  town; 

“And  for  the  more  orderly  and  doing  thereof  they 
shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  give  such  directions 
unto  the  assessors  yearly  to  be  chosen  for  our  said  town, 
how  and  after  what  manner  to  be  used,  in  their  assess¬ 
ments  of  such  sums  of  money  as  aforesaid  on  the 
estates  of  each  of  the  respective  inhabitants  and  free¬ 
holders  of  our  said  town,  and  the  said  sums  of  money 
when  so  raised  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
of  our  said  town,  as  aforesaid,  to  order  the  payment, 
disbursement  and  disposal  thereof  to  such  persons, 
and  to  and  for  the  uses  aforesaid,  in  such  manner  as 
to  them  shall  seem  convenient,  and  that  all  and  singu¬ 
lar  the  acts  and  orders  of  the  said  trustees  for  the  time 
being,  in  the  premises,  shall  be  ceitified  under  the 
said  Common  Seal,  signed  by  the  President  of  the 
said  trustees  for  the  time  being  (which  is  always  first 
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to  be  chosen  by  the  trustees) ,  or  in  his  absence  by  any 
other  two  of  the  said  trustees  for  the  time  being,  of 
which  the  treasurer  and  assessors  of  our  said  town 
for  the  time  being  and  all  other  persons  are  to  take 
due  notice. 

“And  further  we  have  also  given  and  granted,  and 
by  these  present  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
give  and  grant  to  all  and  every  person  and  persons, 
and  to  whatsoever  person  subject  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors  free  and  lawful  power  and  ability  and 
authority  that  they  or  any  of  them,  any  messuages, 
covenants,  lands,  meadows,  feedings  pastures,  woods, 
underwoods,  rents,  reservations,  services  and  other 
hereditamenls  [sic~\  whatsoever  which  they  hold  of  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  unto  the  aforesaid  Trustees 
of  the  Freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  our  said  town 
of  Huntington  and  their  successors,  shall  and  may 
give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alienate,  to  have,  hold  and 
enjoy,  unto  the  said  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  and 
Commonalty  of  our  said  town  of  Huntington  and 
their  successors,  forever: 

“Yielding,  rendering  and  paying  therefor  yearly 
and  every  year,  forever,  on  the  first  day  of  the  An¬ 
nunciation  of  our  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  at  our  city 
of  New  York,  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  the 
yearly  rent  of  forty  shillings,  current  money  of  our 
said  court. 

“  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  Great 
Seal  of  our  said  province  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
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witness,  Benjamin  Fletcher,  our  Captain-General, 
Governor-in  Chief  of  our  province  of  New  York, 
province  of  Pennsylvania,  County  of  New  Castle, 
the  territories  and  tracts  of  land  depending  thereon  in 
America,  our  Admiral  of  the  Laws,  our  Lieutenant 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  militia  and  of  all 
the  forces  by  sea  and  land  within  our  colony  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  of  all  the  forts  and  places  of  strength 
within  the  same;  in  council,  the  fifth  day  of  October, 
in  the  sixth  year  of  our  reign,  Anno.,  1694. 

“  By  his  Excellency’s  command, 

David  Jamison,  Sec’y.” 

(Ibid.,  Vol.  II,  pp.  140-15 1,  with  additional  para¬ 
graphing,  and  additional  capitals  where  needed  in 
such  paragraphing.) 


“An  account  of  the 
ton  Patent  1694. 

money  paid  towards  Hunting- 

£  s.  d. 

John  Platt 

.  0 

15 

6 

Mrs  Platt  . 

2 

14 

3 

Jonas  Wood  . 

.  1 

3 

3 

John  Brush 

0 

15 

6 

Capt  Wickes  . 

•  0 

15 

6 

John  Wood 

1 

3 

3 

Jeremiah  Smith 

.  0 

15 

6 

Samuel  wood 

1 

3 

3 

John  Corey  . 

.  0 

15 

6 

Edward  Bunce  . 

1 

[  53  ] 

3 

3 

John  Wickes  . 

.  i 

3 

3 

Simon  Ingersoll  . 

o 

1 1 

7i 

John  Ingersoll 

.  0 

1 1 

7i 

Daniel  Ingersoll 

0 

1 1 

7i 

Widow  Mary  Jarvis 

.  o 

9 

o 

Thomas  Brush  . 

i 

3 

3 

John  Adams  . 

.  o 

7 

9 

William  Brotherton  . 

0 

1 1 

7\ 

Joseph  Neale 

.  0 

i5 

6 

Thomas  Skidmore 

i 

3 

3 

Nathaniel  Williams 

.  0 

i5 

6 

Joseph  Wood 

o 

i5 

6 

James  Chichester  Jun..  . 

>  •  O 

i5 

6 

Jonathan  Rogers 

I 

7 

il 

Jonathan  Scudder  . 

.  o 

i5 

6 

James  Chichester 

0 

i5 

6 

John  Ketcham 

.  I 

1 1 

o 

Ned  Ketcham 

o 

7 

9 

Thomas  Smith 

.  o 

7 

9 

John  Betts  . 

I 

3 

3 

John  Cranfield 

.  o 

i5 

4i 

Thomas  Higbey  . 

o 

7 

9 

William  Jones 

.  0 

9 

9 

John  Green 

0 

7 

9 

Capt.  Bayley  . 

.  I 

3 

3 

Samuel  Smith 

0 

7 

9 

Jonathan  Harnett  . 

.  0 

i5 

6 

Robert  Kellam  . 

I 

1 1 

4 

Timothy  Conklin  Sen.  . 

.  0 

i5 

6 
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Ben.  Scudder 

• 

0 

15 

6 

Thomas  Jarves 

•  • 

.  o 

I 

6 

Timothy  Conklin  Jun. 

• 

o 

7 

9 

Thomas  Platt . 

•  • 

.  o 

7 

9 

Timothy  Scudder 

• 

2 

2 

7i 

Walter  Noakes 

•  • 

.  o 

i5 

6 

Jonathan  Jarvis  . 

• 

o 

9 

8J 

Joseph  Whitmen  Sen. 

•  • 

.  I 

i 

9 

Richard  Gildersleeve  . 

• 

o 

1 1 

74 

Jeremiah  Hubbard 

•  • 

.  o 

i5 

6 

John  B 
Isaac 

mgers 

• 

o 

7 

6 

David 

John 

.  Sammis  . 

•  • 

.  o 

i5 

6 

Silas  Sammis 

• 

o 

3 

IO 

Joseph  Whitman  Jun 

•  • 

.  0 

7 

9 

Nathaniel  Foster 

• 

o 

7 

9 

Eliphalet  Jones  , 

•  • 

.  o 

7 

9 

Jonathan  Lewis  . 

• 

I 

3 

3 

Jeremiah  Sammis  . 

•  • 

.  o 

3 

ioJ 

Jeremiah  Adams 

• 

o 

1 1 

74 

Jonathan  Rogers  . 

• 

.  o 

7 

104 

Abiel  Titus 

• 

I 

2 

io| 

Richard  Brush 

•  • 

.  o 

16 

o 

John  Scidmore  . 

• 

I 

3 

104 

Edward  Higbee 

•  • 

.  o 

i5 

9 

Thomas  Whiser  . 

• 

o 

i5 

9 

Samuel  Ketcham  . 

•  • 

.  o 

i5 

9 

John  Whitman  . 
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o 

7 

94 

Nathan  Whitman  . 

.  0 

8 

0 

Thomas  Powell  . 

1 

3 

9 

Jeremiah  Smith 

.  0 

9 

0 

Peter  Bertoon  . 

0 

3 

10J 

Widow  Soper 

.  0 

1 1 

ii 

Philip  udell  . 

0 

12 

0 

Joseph  Jennings 

1 

3 

9 

Thomas  Flo.  . 

2 

1 1 

6 

Edward  Brush 

.  0 

IS 

n-i 

Thomas  Powell  Jr. 

0 

8 

0 

Samuel  Titus  .... 

.  0 

iS 

9 

George  Duchen  ... 

0 

7 

10J 

Jonathan  Scudder  . 

.  1 

3 

3 

Thomas  Powell  Senr  . 

1 

3 

6 

Nathaniel  Foster  Junr  . 

.  0 

9 

0 

James  Smith  .  .  .  . 

0 

6 

6 

“The  number  of  hundreds  in 

this  Town  is  1 

644, 

which  at  l  per  hundred,  amounts  to  £63. 

14.  10. 

Paid  to  the  new  Patent 

£50 

00 

0 

To  Mr  Nicolls 

5 

00 

0 

To  charges  in  cash 

1 

18 

3 

£56 

18 

3 

“An  Account  of  ye  hundreds  In  ye  Town  of  Hunt¬ 
ington  And  by  whom  Paid  for  In  ye  purchases  of  ye 
new  patten  In  ye  year  1694. 

first  ye  Purchased  hundreds  made  or  purchased 
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from  ye  first  setlement  of  ye  town  having  Right  to  all 
Divisions  from  the  first  setlement  of  the  town. 

4  hundreds  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  widow  barns 
paid  for  by  the  ffleett. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  the  Jarvis:  paid  one 
quartar  of  A  hundred  by  Jonathan  Jarvis  &  one  qr 
by  William  Jarvis. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  R.  Cranfield  paid  for 
by  John  Cranfield. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  Ben.  scuder  &  paid  for  by 
Ben.  scuder. 

2  C.  belonging  to  the  lott  of  James  chichester  senr 
&  paid  for  by  him. 

2  C.  belonging  to  Epenetus  platt  which  formerly 
was  Nathanell  fosters,  one  hundred  paid  by  nathanill 
foster  sen1-  ye  other  by  nathanell  foster  Junr. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  Capt.  baily  &  paid  for 
by  him. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  y4  was  nickolas  Eleses  one 
hundred  paid  by  Capt.  baily. 

One  C.  paid  for  by  John  Sammis. 

2  C.  y4  belonged  to  ye  Lott  y4  Edward  higbe  had  of 
Jon  finch  paid  by  Edward  higbe. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  formerly  tho:  whissons 
paid  by  tho:  whisson. 

3  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  John  wickes  paid  for  by 
John  Wickes. 

3  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  John  Wood  paid  for  by 
John  wood. 
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2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  y*  was  formarly  Isack 
platts  paid  for  by  John  platt. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  Joseph  wood  paid  for  by 
Joseph. 

3  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  y4  was  formerly  tho :  powels 
senr  &  paid  for  by  him. 

3  C.  belonging  to  Sam  Wood,  paid  for  sam  wood. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  y4  was  formarly  noah 
Rogaars:  one  C.  paid  for  by  Jonathan  Roges  Jun. 

3  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  Jonathan  harrnett  one 
C.  and  half  paid  by  Jonathan  harrnett  ye  other  C.  and 
half  by  Jonathan  Roggers,  senr. 

— C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  Thomas  wickes  &  paid 
for  by  him. 

— C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  Sam  Smith  paid  by  tho : 
Smith. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  John  Corey  paid  for  by 
John  Corey. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  formerly  tho:  scidmors 
paid  by  mrs.  phebe  platt. 

3  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  off  Epenetus  platt  paid  for 
by  him. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  that  was  formerly  waiter 
nokeses  paid  by  him 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  Richard  Brush  paid  for 
by  Richard  Brush. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  John  Brush  paid  for  by 
John  Brush. 

3  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  Thomas  brush  2  C.J 
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paid  for  by  him.  one  half  C.  paid  by  Jacob  Brush. 

3  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  Jonas  wood  paid  for  by 
Jones  wood. 

3  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  Joseph  Whitman  senr 
one  C.  paid  for  by  Joseph  Whitman  &  one  C.  by  John 
whitman  And  one  by  Nathan  whitman. 

2  C.  belonging  to  Abiall  his  lott  &  paid  for  by  him. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  sam  Ketcham  &  paid  for 
by  sam.  ketcham. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  y4  was  formerly  John  titusis 
Lott.  ye  one  half  paid  by  sam  titus  &  one  hundred  by 
Abiall  titus. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  Richard  Wiliams  paid 
by  Nathanell  willams. 

4  C.  belonging  to  ye  two  Lotts  of  Joh  Ketcham  & 
paid  for  by  Joh  ketcham. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  Jacob  brush  &  paid  for 
by  Jeremiah  Hubard, 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  Jonathan  Scuder  paid 
for  by  Mr.  Jones,  for  ye  sd.  Jonathan  Scuder. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  y4  was  formerly  Jo  Jones 
his  lott  paid  by  Mrs  phebe  platt. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  Samuel  tittus  one  C. 
paid  for  by  Samuell  titus  ye  other  by  george  Ducker. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  formerly  John  teed  his  lott 
paid  for. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  timithy  Conklin  paid 
by  him. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  Silas  Samans  J  C.  paid 
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by  silas  samans  &  J  C.  paid  for  by  Isack  Samans  J  C. 
paid  by  David  samans  J  C.  by  Jeremiah  samans. 

3  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  yl  formerly  was  marke 
meges  is  paid  by  John  Beats. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  peter  Breeteen  half  a  C. 
paid  by  peter  breten. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  Jonathan  Roggers  sen1- 
paid  for  by  him 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  y*  was  Richard  watles  i  C. 
paid  by  James  Chister. 

3  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  Moses  Scudder. 

Bought  hunreds. 

i  C.  paid  for  by  John  Adams. 

i  C.  bout  by  Richard  Brush  paid  by  Edward  Brush. 

1  C.  bout,  by  Isack  platt  paid  by  Jonas  platt. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  Jeremiah  paid  for  by 
Jeremiah  Smith. 

for  gift  hundreds  given  after  first  &  second  Di¬ 
visions  Being  7  acars  and  halef  to  A.  hundred  Having 
a  Right  to  all  following  Divisions. 

1  C.  paid  for  by  widow  Jarves  belonging  to  ye  lott 
of  steven  Jarves  Junr. 

1  C.  paid  by  Jonathan  Jarves. 

1  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  timothy  scuder  payed 
for  by  him. 

1  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  John  green  paid  for  by 
John  green. 

1  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lot  of  william  Jarves  paid  for 
by  him. 
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1  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  thomas  Higbe  paide  for 
by  tho.  higby. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  formerly  John  birds  lott 
paid  by  Robt.  Kellam. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  formerly  thorn.  Cramps 
lot  paid  by  Robt.  Kellam. 

i  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  formerly  Jonathan  Millers 
lott  paid. 

1  C.  given  to  &  paid  for  by  Mr.  Eliphlet  Jones. 

2  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  of  Richard  davice  one  C. 
paide  for  by  Edward  Ketcham  ye  other  by  Edward 
Brush. 

i  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  formerly  John  everards 
paid  by  tho:  powell. 

i  C.  belonging  to  ye  lott  y*  was  ben.  scrivners  paid 
by  timothy  Jarves. 

|  C.  that  was  given  to  Jonathan  harned  paid  by 
Jonathan  harned. 

i  C.  belonging  to  ye  Lott  of  Richard  white. 


“The  farme  Hundreds  having  Right  to  Divisions 
In  ye  eastrne  purchus  of  ye  towne  eastward  of  Cow 
harbar. 

3  C.  In  ye  first  farm  on  C.  paid  by  Daniell  Ingersole 
2  C.  paid  by  Joseph  vaille. 

3.  C.  In  ye  second  farm  paid  for  by  Tim  Scuder. 

3  C.  In  ye  third  farm  one  halfe  paid  by  tim  scuder 
&  ye  other  by  willam  Brothertun. 
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3  C.  In  ye  4th  farm  one  halfe  paid  by  Richard 
gildersleeve  ye  other  half  by  John  scidmore. 

3  C.  In  ye  5th  farm  one  halfe  paid  by  J onathan  Leuis 
ye  other  by  John  Scidmore. 

3  C.  In  ye  6th  farm  one  half  paid  by  phillop  udell 
ye  other  by  Jon  Lewes. 

3  C.  In  ye  7th  farm  one  halfe  paid  by  Jon  Ingersole 
ye  other  by  siman  Ingarsol. 

3  C.  In  ye  8th  farm  paid  for  by  Thomas  Scidmor. 

3  C.  Inye  9th  farm  paid  one  half  by  Jeremiah  Adams 
ye  other  by  tho.  fleet. 

3  C.  In  ye  ioth  farm  paid  for  by  Edward  Bunce.” 
(Ibid.,  pp.  151-160.) 

Apparently  Governor  Dongan  did  not  attest  his 
patent  of  Huntington.  It  bore  date  August  2,  1688, 
as  has  appeared.  On  “28  July  [1688],  Dongan  pre¬ 
pares  to  give  up  his  government  to  Andros.”  (Brod- 
head,  History  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Vol.  II, 
p.  509,  sidenote.)  Brodhead  mentions  the  patent 
under  date  of  August  2,  1688.  (Ibid.,  p.  510.) 
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Chapter  III 

THE  KINGSTON  INCORPORATION 
“  ORDINANCE 

“Of  the  Director  General  and  Council  of  New 
Netherland  for  the  erection  of  a  Court  of  Justice 
at  Wildwyck.  Passed  16  May,  1 66 1 . 

“[N.  Y.  Col.  MSS.  IX.  607.] 

“Petrus  Stuyvesant,  on  behalf  of  High  and  Mighty 
Lords  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands, 
the  Honble  Directors  of  the  Incorporated  West  India 
Company,  Director  General  of  New  Netherland, 
Curacao,  Bonaire,  Aruba,  and  their  dependencies, 
together  with  the  Council, 

“To  all  those  who  shall  see  these  Presents,  or  hear 
them  read,  Greeting,  make  known. 

“THAT  their  Honors  do  not  hope  or  wish  for  any 
thing  else  than  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  their 
good  Inhabitants  in  general,  and  in  particular  of  the 
People  residing  in  the  Village  of  Wildwyck,  situate 
in  the  Esopus,  and  in  order  that  such  may  be  effected 
and  preserved  with  greater  love,  peace  and  unity,  and 
to  manifest  and,  indeed,  to  prove  to  every  Inhabitant 
of  the  abovemaned  [. sic]  Village  the  effect  thereof,  the 
Director  General  and  Council  aforesaid,  considering 
the  increase  and  population  of  said  Village,  have 
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therefore  resolved  to  favor  its  Inhabitants  with  an 
Inferior  Court  of  Justice,  and  to  constitute  it,  as  much 
as  possible  and  the  circumstances  of  the  Country  per¬ 
mit,  according  to  the  laudable  custom  of  the  City  of 
Amsterdam  in  Holland ,  but  so  that  all  judgments 
shall  remain  subject  to  reversal  by,  and  an  appeal  to 
the  Director  General  and  Council  of  New  Nether- 
land,  to  be  by  their  Honors  finally  disposed  of. 

“  In  order  that  all  things  there  may  be  performed 
with  proper  order  and  respect,  it  is  necessary  to  choose, 
as  Judges,  honest,  intelligent  persons,  owners  of  real 
estate,  who  are  lovers  of  peace  and  well  affected  sub¬ 
jects  of  their  Lords  and  Patroons,  and  of  their  Su¬ 
preme  government  established  here,  promoters  and 
professors  of  the  Reformed  Religion,  as  it  is  at  present 
taught  in  the  Churches  of  the  United  Netherlands ,  in 
conformity  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  order  of  the 
Synod  of  Dordrecht.  Which  Court  of  Justice,  for  the 
present  time,  until  it  shall  be  herein  otherwise  Or¬ 
dained  by  the  said  Lords,  Patroons,  or  their  Deputy, 
shall  consist  of  one  Schout,  being  on  the  spot,  who 
shall,  in  the  name  of  the  Director  General  and 
Council,  convoke  the  appointed  Schepens  and  preside 
at  the  Meeting;  and  with  him,  of  three  Schepens,  to 
which  office  are,  for  the  present  time  and  ensuing  year, 
commencing  the  last  of  next  May,  elected,  and  on 
having  taken  the  Oath,  are  confirmed  by  the  Director 
General  and  Council,  Evert  Pels,  Cornells  Baerentsen 
Sleght  and  Elbert  Heymans  Rose. 
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“  Before  whom  all  matters  touching  civil  affairs, 
security  and  peace  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Esopus, 
also  justice  between  Man  and  Man,  shall  be  brought, 
heard,  examined  and  determined  by  definitive  judg¬ 
ment  to  the  amount  of  Fifty  guilders  and  under  with¬ 
out  appeal;  when  the  sum  is  larger,  the  aggrieved 
party  shall  be  at  liberty  to  appeal  to  the  Director 
General  and  Council  aforesaid,  provided  that  he  enter 
the  appeal  within  the  proper  time  (Footnote:  Ten 
days.  IVassenaer,  Praxis  Judicieel.  Tr.)  and  give 
security,  according  to  law,  for  the  principal  and  costs 
of  the  suit. 

“  In  case  of  disparity  of  votes  and  opinions  on  any 
occurring  cases,  the  minority  shall  coincide  with  the 
majority  without  any  contradiction.  But  those  who 
are  of  a  different  advice  and  opinion  can  cause  their 
advice  and  opinion  to  be  entered  on  the  roll  or  record ; 
but  in  no  wise  make  public  their  rendered  advice 
outside  the  Court,  nor  make  it  known  to  parties,  under 
arbitrary  correction  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court 
itself. 

“The  Schout  shall,  pursuant  to  the  first  Article, 
preside  in  the  meeting,  and  collect  the  votes;  also  act 
as  Secretary  until  further  order  and  increase  of  the 
population.  But  if  he  have  to  act  for  himself  as  a 
party,  or  in  behalf  of  the  right  of  the  Lords  Patroons, 
or  in  behalf  of  justice  for  the  right  of  the  Fiscal,  in 
such  case  he  shall  rise  up  and  absent  himself  from  the 
Bench,  and  then  have  no  advisory,  much  less  a  casting, 
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vote ;  but  one  of  the  senior  Schepens  shall,  in  such  case, 
preside  in  his  place. 

“What  is  set  forth  in  the  preceding  article  of  the 
Schout,  shall  also  apply  to  the  Schepens,  whenever 
any  cases  or  questions  arise  in  the  aforesaid  Court 
between  themselves  as  parties,  or  between  others  re¬ 
lated  by  consanguinity  to  the  appointed  Schepens, 
such  as  brothers,  brothers-in-law  or  cousins  in  the 
first  or  direct  line. 

“All  Inhabitants  of  the  Esopus  shall,  until  further 
Order,  either  of  the  Lords  Patroons  or  their  Supreme 
government,  be  amenable  to,  and  subject  to  be  cited 
before  said  Schout  and  Commissaries,  who  shall  hold 
their  Session  and  Court  meeting  in  the  Village  afore¬ 
said  once  a  fortnight,  harvest  time  excepted,  unless 
necessity  and  circumstances  otherwise  require. 

“  In  order  to  provide  the  good  Inhabitants  of  Wilt- 
wyck  with  cheap  and  inoppressive  justice,  the  Schout, 
as  president,  and  the  Schepens  of  the  Court,  must, 
for  the  convenience  of  parties,  appear  on  the  Court 
day,  and  at  the  place  appointed,  on  the  fine  of  Twenty 
stivers,  to  be  at  the  disposition  of  the  Board;  they 
being  notified,  at  least  twenty-four  hours  before  the 
Court  day,  to  appear,  by  the  Court  messenger,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Director  General  and  Council;  and 
double  as  much  for  the  President,  unless  excused  by 
sickness  or  absence.  If  appearing  too  late,  and  after 
the  appointed  hour,  the  fine  shall  be  Six  stivers. 

“Extraordinary  Courts  shall  not  be  ordered  at  the 
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cost  and  charges  of  parties,  except  on  the  application 
of  both  parties,  under  submission  to  costs  on  loss  of 
the  suit,  which  costs  shall  previously  be  deposited  by 
the  applicant  or  appellant,  to  wit:  For  each  Schepen, 
Fifty  stivers;  for  the  President,  Three  guilders,  be¬ 
sides  the  provision  for  the  Clerk  and  Court  messenger, 
to  be  hereafter  appointed,  and  other  ordinary  costs 
according  to  law. 

“All  cases  of  Crime  shall  be  referred  to  the  Direc¬ 
tor  General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland,  saving 
that  those  of  the  Court  may,  and  are  bound  to  appre¬ 
hend,  arrest,  and  to  detain  and  hold  in  confinement, 
all  Criminal  delinquents  until  they  can  send  them 
under  proper  guard  to  the  Supreme  government,  and, 
in  the  meantime,  take  good  and  correct  information 
touching  the  Crime  committed,  at  the  cost  of  the 
Criminal  or  the  Treasury,  and  such  transmit  [sic~\ 
the  same  time  with  the  delinquent. 

“Minor  offenses,  such  as  Brawls,  Injuries,  Scold¬ 
ing,  Striking  with  the  fist,  Threats,  simple  Drawing 
of  a  Knife  or  Sword  without  assault  or  bloodshed,  are 
left  to  the  adjudication  and  decision  of  the  Court 
aforesaid,  in  which  cases  the  Schout  there  shall  have 
power  to  act  before  the  Court  as  prosecutor,  saving, 
nevertheless,  the  clause  of  Appeal,  in  case  the  con¬ 
demned  may  find  himself  aggrieved  by  the  sentence 
of  the  Court. 

“All  cases  of  Major  crimes,  and  delinquents  charged 
with  Wounding  and  Bloodshedding  .  .  .  public  and 
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notorious  Theft,  Robberies,  Smuggling  of  Contra¬ 
band  articles,  Blaspheming  and  profaning  God’s 
holy  name  and  religion,  Slandering  and  calumniating 
the  Supreme  Government  or  its  representatives,  shall, 
after  the  information,  affidavits  and  testimony  have 
been  taken,  be  referred  to  the  Director  General  and 
Council  of  New  N etherland. 

“  Should  the  situation  of  affairs  so  require  that  the 
President  and  Schepens  consider  it  necessary,  for  the 
greater  security  of  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants,  to  enact,  in  the  absence  of  the  Director  General 
and  Council,  some  Ordinances  for  the  greater  advan¬ 
tage  and  contentment  of  the  aforesaid  Village  and 
Court  in  the  abovementioned  district,  respecting 
Surveys,  Highways,  Outlets,  Posts  and  Fences  of 
Lands,  laying  out  of  Gardens,  Orchards  and  such  like 
matters  that  may  most  concern  the  flat  country  and 
agriculture;  also,  in  regard  to  the  building  of 
Churches,  Schools  and  similar  public  works,  and  the 
means  how  and  by  which  the  same  are  to  be  effected, 
they  are  to  commit  to  writing  their  opinions  there¬ 
upon,  and  deliver  them  to  the  Director  General  and 
Council,  with  the  reasons  upon  which  they  are 
founded,  annexed,  in  order,  if  such  be  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  and  useful,  that  they  may  be  confirmed,  approved 
and  ordered  by  the  Director  General  and  Council. 

“  Said  Schout  and  appointed  Schepens  shall  also  be 
particularly  careful,  and  be  bound  strictly  to  observe 
and  cause  to  be  observed,  the  Laws  of  our  Father- 
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land,  and  the  Ordinances  and  Edicts  of  the  Honble 
Director  General  and  Council  heretofore  Ordained 
and  published,  or  hereafter  to  be  Ordained  and  pub¬ 
lished,  and  not  to  suffer  anything  to  be  done  contrary 
thereto,  but  to  see  that  the  contraveners  be  proceeded 
against  according  to  law. 

“  Said  Schout  and  Court  shall  not  have  power  to 
enact,  publish,  much  less  to  post  up,  any  Ordinances, 
Edicts,  or  such  like  Acts,  except  with  the  previous 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Director  General  and 
Council. 

“The  Schout  and  Schepens  shall  also  be  particu¬ 
larly  careful,  and  be  bound  to  assist  the  Honble  Direc¬ 
tors,  as  Lords  and  Patroons  of  this  Province  of  New 
N etherland,  under  the  Sovereignty  of  their  High 
Mightinesses,  the  Lords  States  General  of  the  United 
N etherlands,  and  them  to  help  to  maintain  in  their 
Supreme  Jurisdiction,  Right  and  Domains,  and  all 
other  their  Prerogatives. 

“Whereas,  it  is  customary  in  our  Fatherland  and 
other  well  regulated  governments,  that  some  change 
be  made  annually  in  the  Magistracy,  so  that  some 
new  ones  come  in,  [and]  a  few  continue  in  order  to 
inform  the  new;  the  Schepens  now  appointed  shall 
pay  due  attention  to  the  conversation,  demeanor  and 
fitness  of  honest  and  decent  persons,  inhabitants  of 
their  respective  Village,  in  order  to  be  able,  about  the 
time  of  changing  or  election,  to  furnish  the  Director 
General  and  Council  with  correct  information,  as  to 
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who  may  be  found  fit,  so  that  some  may  be  then  elected 
by  the  Director  General  and  Council. 

“Thus  done  and  given,  at  the  Meeting  of  the 
Director  General  and  Council,  holden  mFort  Amster¬ 
dam,  in  New  Netherland,  the  16  May,  A0  1 66 1 . 

“Note. — On  25  April,  1664,  the  above  Ordinance 
was,  on  petition,  so  far  modified,  as  to  authorize  the 
Court  of  Wildwyck  to  enact  By-laws,  and  Ordinances, 
such  as  the  circumstances  of  the  place  and  the  settlers 
may  require,  on  condition  that  they  first  submit  them, 
with  reasons  on  which  they  are  grounded,  to  the  Di¬ 
rector  General  and  Council  for  their  approbation, 
and  obtain  the  same,  unless  such  could  not  be  done  in 
consequence  of  the  Winter  season.  In  that  case,  the 
Court  was  empowered  to  issue  and  execute  pro¬ 
visional  Ordinances,  provided  they  submit  them  on 
the  earliest  opportunity,  to  the  Director,  &c.,  for  ap¬ 
proval.  N.  Y.  Col.  MSS.  X.  pt  3,  205,  206.  Tr.” 
(O’Callaghan,  Laws  and  Ordinances  of  New  Nether¬ 
land,  1638-1674,  pp.  395-401.) 

“THOMAS  Dongan  Cap1  Generali  Governour  in 
Cheife  &  Vice  Admirall  in  and  over  the  Province  of 
New  Yorke  &  Territoryes  Depending  thereon  in 
America  under  his  most  Sacred  Majesty  James  the 
Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England  Scottl’d 
ffrance  &  Ireland  King  Defend1-  of  the  faith  &c. 

“To  all  whom  these  Presents  shall  Come  Sendeth 
Greeting 
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Prince  Rupert 


(Plate  8) 


“Whereas  the  ^freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  a 
Certaine  Place  or  Towne  Called  Kingston  in  the 
County  of  Ulster  in  this  his  Maties  Province  of  New 
Yorke  are  Possessed  of  Divers  Tracts  of  Land  and 
Hereditamts  Scituate  lyeing  &  being  in  the  County 
of  Ulster  aforesaid 

“And  whereas  the  said  ffreeholders  &  Inhabitants 
of  Kingston  by  their  humble  Request  have  made  itt 
knowne  unto  me  that  the  Lands  &  Hereditamts  afore¬ 
said  whereof  they  are  so  in  Possession  as  abovesaid 
are  not  Sufficient  for  the  Support  &  Maintenance 
of  such  a  Number  of  People  as  are  already  Inhabit¬ 
ants  thereof  &  have  therefore  made  their  applycacon 
unto  me  that  I  would  on  the  behalfe  of  his  said 
Majesty  under  the  Seale  of  the  Province  Grant  unto 
the  said  ^freeholders  &  Inhabitants  of  Kingston  such 
other  lands  being  unimproved  and  not  already 
Granted  to  any  other  Person  or  Persons  whatsoever 
as  might  bee  fitt  &  Convenient  for  them 

“As  also  that  I  would  Erect  and  make  the  said  ffree¬ 
holders  and  Inhabitants  of  Kingston  aforesd  and  their 
Successors  into  one  Body  Corporate  and  Politique  in 
Name  &  in  Deed  with  such  Powers  Libertyes  Privi¬ 
leges  &  Immunityes  as  might  be  Convenient  & 
Necessary  as  well  for  the  Regulating  and  Well  Gov¬ 
erning  the  ffreeholdrs  &  Inhabitants  of  Kingston 
aforesaid  as  for  their  well  being  beinifitt  and  ad¬ 
vantage. 

“Now  know  Yee  that  I  the  said  Thomas  Dongan 
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by  virtue  of  the  Commission  and  authority  unto  me 
Given  by  his  most  Sacred  Majesty  in  Consideration 
of  the  Quitt  Rents  hereinafter  Reserved  and  for 
Diverse  other  Good  Causes  &  Lawfull  Consideracons 
me  hereunto  moveing  I  [sic~\  have  Granted  Rattified 
and  Confirmed  &  by  these  psents  Do  Grant  Ratifie 
and  Confirme  unto  Dirick  Schepmous  Jacob  Ruttsen 
Wessell  Tenbrooge  Wm  De  Meyer  Garrett  Aertze 
Tunis  Elise  Benjamine  Provoost  Wm  Legge  Jacob 
Aertson  Mattyze  Mattise  Wm  Haines  and  John  Wms 
Hooghten  ffreeholders  &  Inhabitants  of  Kingston 
aforesaid  hereinafter  Erected  &  made  one  Body  Cor¬ 
porate  &  Politique  &  Willed  &  Determined  to  bee 
Called  by  the  N ame  of  the  T rustees  of  the  ffreeholders 
&  Comonalty  of  the  Town  of  Kingston  their  Heirs  & 
Successors  forever 

“All  that  Tract  of  Land  Scituate  lyeing  &  being  in 
the  County  of  Ulster  aforesd  that  is  to  say  to  begin  att 
the  Bounds  of  the  County  of  Albany  thence  to  runn 
Southward  along  Hudson’s  River  to  Little  Esopus 
Creek  thence  on  a  West  Line  to  the  Bounds  of  Hurly 
from  thence  along  the  Bounds  of  Hurly  to  a  Certaine 
Creeke  Called  Motthar  Creeke  thence  Northerly  to 
another  Certaine  Creeke  Preemakers  Creeke  thence 
upon  a  North  line  three  English  Miles  into  the  Woods 
thence  the  same  Course  as  the  Mountaines  Range  to 
the  Bounds  of  Albany  aforesaid  and  from  thence 
along  the  said  Bounds  to  Hudson’s  River  together 
with  all  &  Singuler  the  Messuages  Houses  Tenemts 
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Buildings  Mills  Mill  Dams  Lands  ffencings  Inclos¬ 
ures  Gardens  Orchards  Meadows  fields  Pastures 
Woods  Underwoods  Trees  Timber  ffeedings  Comon 
of  Pasture  Marshes  Swamps  Plaines  Rivers  Rivoletts 
Waters  Lakes  Ponds  Brooks  Streams  Quarryes  Mines 
Mineralls  (Royall  Mines  only  excepted)  Creeks 
Harbors  ffishing  hawking  hunting  &  fowleing  as  also 
all  Rents  Services  Wasts  Strayes  Royalties  Privilidges 
Immunityes  ffranchizes  Rights  Members  and  appur- 
tences  and  all  other  Easements  ^franchises  Proffitts 
Commodityes  &  Emolumts  &  Hereditaments  what¬ 
soever  to  the  said  Tract  of  Land  and  Premissess  be¬ 
longing  or  in  any  wise  appurtaineing  or  any  time 
heretofore  therewithall  used  accepted  Deemed  Re¬ 
puted  or  taken  as  Part  or  Parcell  thereof 

“To  have  &  to  hold  all  the  before  recited  Tract  of 
Land  &  Premissess  with  all  &  every  the  Hereditamts 
and  appurtences  unto  the  said  Dirick  Schepmous 
Jacob  Ruttsen  Wessell  Tenbrook  William  De  Meyer 
Garet  Aertze  Tunise  Elisie  Benjamin  Provost  Wm 
Legg  Jacob  Aertzen  Martyze  Martise  Wm  Haines 
&  John  Williams  Hogghten  the  Trustees  of  the  Free¬ 
holders  &  Commonality  of  Kingston  aforesaid  their 
Heirs  and  Successors  forever  to  the  Sole  &  only 
Proper  use  benefitt  &  behoofe  of  them  the  s’d  Dirick 
Schepmous  Jacob  Ruttsen  Wessell  Tenbrooge  Wra 
De  Myer  Garret  Aertze  Tunisse  Elise  Benjamin 
Provoost  Wm  Legg  Jacob  Aertzen  Martyze  Martise 
Wm  Haines  &  John  Williams  Hooghten  the  Trustees 
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of  the  freeholders  &  Commonality  of  Kingston  above- 
said  their  Heires  &  Successors  forever 

“To  bee  holden  of  his  said  Matie  his  Heirs  &  Suc¬ 
cessors  in  free  &  Comon  Soccage  according  to  the 
Tenure  of  East  Greenwich  in  the  County  of  Kent  in 
his  Majestyes  Kingdom  of  England 

“  Yeilding  Rendring  and  Paying  therefore  Yearly 
&  every  Yeare  forever  unto  his  most  Sacred  Majesty 
his  Heirs  &  Successors  or  to  such  Officer  or  officers 
as  from  time  to  time  shall  be  appointed  authorized 
to  Receive  the  same  one  hundred  &  fouer  Bushells  of 
Good  Sweett  Merchantable  Winter  Wheat  on  the 
five  &  twentyth  Day  of  the  Month  of  March  att  the 
Citty  of  New  Yorke  in  Liew  &  Stead  of  all  Services 
Dutyes  &  Demands  whatsoever 

“  Provided  alwayes  and  it  is  the  true  intent  &  mean¬ 
ing  of  these  Presents  that  this  Present  Grant  nor 
anything  herein  Contained  shall  ever  be  Construed  or 
Extend  to  enervate  hurt  or  Distroy  any  the  Right 
Title  Intrest  Property  Clayme  &  Demand  of  any  Per- 
ticuler  Person  or  Persons  holding  Claimeing  or  De¬ 
manding  any  Lands  Tenements  or  Hereditamts  within 
the  Limitts  and  Bounds  aforesaid  by  virtue  of  any 
former  Grant  or  Pattent  whatever  any  thing  herein 
before  menconed  or  Exprest  to  the  Contrary  hereof  in 
any  wise  Notwithstanding 

“  Provided  also  that  this  Grant  nor  any  Clause 
Matter  or  thing  therein  Contained  shall  bee  Con¬ 
strued  meant  intended  or  extend  to  Give  any  Power 
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authority  Right  or  Title  to  the  said  Trustees  of  the 
Freeholders  of  the  Commonality  of  Kingston  afore¬ 
said  their  Heirs  or  Successors  or  to  any  person  or 
Persons  whatsoever  to  Impose  Levy  take  Perceive  or 
Receive  any  Toll  Custome  Tax  or  other  Imposicon 
upon  any  Highway  or  Road  that  now  is  used  Occu¬ 
pied  &  Enjoyed  or  that  hereafter  by  Due  Course  of  the 
Law  shall  be  Laid  out  within  the  Bounds  &  Limitts 
before  Exp  rest  or  thereby  to  Incumber  or  Charge  any 
Person  or  Persons  Waines  Carts  Waggons  or  Car¬ 
riages  Whatever  butt  that  the  same  shall  bee  and  are 
hereby  fully  freely  and  absolutely  therefrom  Cleared 
and  Discharged  as  if  this  Grant  and  all  and  every 
Clause  matter  and  thing  therein  had  never  been  Exe¬ 
cuted  and  made 

“And  further  by  Virtue  of  the  Power  &  Authority 
to  me  the  said  Thomas  Dongan  Given  as  aforesaid 
and  in  Persuance  of  the  same  and  for  the  Reasons  and 
Consideracons  above  Recited  I  have  Willed  Deter¬ 
mined  Declared  and  Granted  &  by  these  Presents  Do 
Will  Determine  Declare  and  Grant  that  the  said 
Inhabitants  &  freeholders  the  ffreemen  of  Kingston 
aforesaid  Commonly  Called  by  the  Name  of  the  free¬ 
holders  &  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Kingston  or  by 
whatever  name  or  names  they  are  Called  or  Named 
&  their  Successors  forever  hence  forward  are  &  shall 
be  one 

“Body  Corporate  &  Politique  in  Deed  &  Name 
and  by  Name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  freeholders  and 
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Comonality  of  the  Towne  of  Kingston  one  Body  Cor¬ 
porate  &  Politique  in  Deed  and  Name  I  have  Realy 
and  fully  for  his  said 

“  Matie  his  Heirs  and  Successors  Erected  made  Or¬ 
dained  Constituted  and  Declared  by  these  Psents  and 
that  by  the  same  Name  they  have  Succession  forever 

“And  that  they  &  their  Successors  by  the  Name  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  &  Commonalty  of  the 
Towne  of  Kingston  bee  &  shall  be  for  ever  in  future 
times  Persons  able  &  Capable  in  Law  to  have  Perceive 
Receive  &  Possesse  not  only  all  &  Singuler  the  Prem- 
issess  butt  other  Messuages  Lands  Tennemts  Privi¬ 
leges  Jurisdicons  ffranchizes  &  Hereditamts  of  what- 
sover  kjnde  Nature  Quality  or  Species  they  shall  be 
to  them  &  their  Successors  in  Fee  for  ever  or  for  the 
terme  of  a  Yeare  or  Yeares  or  otherwise  whatsoever 
manner  itt  bee  and  also  Goods  Chattels  &  all  other 
things  of  whatsoever  N ame  Nature  Quality  or  Species 
they  shall  bee  to  them  &  their  Successors 

“And  also  to  Give  &  Grant  Release  alien  assigne  & 
Dispose  of  Lands  Tennemts  Heredittamts  &  all  & 
every  other  thing  &  things  Act  &  Acts  to  Doe  &  Exe¬ 
cute  by  the  Name  aforesaid  and  that  by  the  same 
Name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  &  Com¬ 
monality  of  the  Towne  of  Kingston  to  Plead  &  bee 
Impleaded  answer  and  be  answered  unto  Defend  & 
bee  Defended  they  are  &  may  bee  Capable  in  what¬ 
soever  Place  &  Places  and  before  whatsoever  Judges 
&  Justices  or  other  Persons  or  officers  of  his  said 
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Matie  his  Heirs  and  Successors  in  all  and  all  manner 
of  accons  Plaints  Sujts  Complaints  Causes  Matters 
&  Demands  whatsoever  of  what  Kind  Quality  & 
Species  the  same  bee  and  shall  bee  in  manner  &  forme 
as  any  other  of  his  Matis  Leige  People  within  this 
Province  Can  or  are  able  to  have  Require  Receive 
Possesse  Enjoye  Retaine  Give  Grant  Release  aliene 
assigne  &  Dispose  Plead  and  bee  Impleaded  answer 
and  bee  answered  unto  Defend  &  be  Defended  Do 
Permitt  or  execute 

“And  for  the  better  enabling  the  Trustees  of  the 
freeholders  &  Commonality  of  the  Towne  of  Kings¬ 
ton  aforesaid  in  Doeing  and  Executing  all  and 
Singuler  the  Premissess  I  have  Willed  Granted  & 
Determined  and  by  these  Presents  Doe  Will  Grant 
&  Determine  that  from  hence  forward  &  for  ever 
hereafter  the  said  Trustees  of  the  freeholders  & 
Comonality  of  the  Towne  of  Kingston  Doe  and  may 
have  and  use  a  Common  Seale  which  shall  serve  to 
Execute  the  Causes  and  afaires  whatsoever  of  them 
and  their  Successors 

“And  further  I  will  and  by  these  Presents  in  behalfe 
of  his  said  Majesty  his  Heirs  and  Successors  Do  Grant 
that  hence  forward  for  ever  more  there  bee  &  shall 
bee  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  &  Commonality  of 
the  Town  of  Kingston  aforesaid  to  be  Chosen  & 
Elected  as  in  these  Presents  hereafter  is  mentioned 
who  shall  be  &  shall  bee  Called  the  Trustees  of  the 
Freeholders  &  Commonality  of  the  Towne  of  Kings- 
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ton  &  their  Successors  shall  &  may  att  all  Convenient 
times  hereafter  upon  a  Publick  Summons  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  att  the  request  of  any  three  of  the  Freeholders 
and  Commonality  aforesaid  from  any  of  his  Matis 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  Towne  or  Default 
thereof  from  any  of  the  Justices  of  the  County  of 
Ulster  for  the  time  being  assemble  &  meett  together 
in  the  Towne  house  of  the  said  Towne  or  in  such  other 
Publique  Place  as  shall  from  time  to  time  appointed^ 
to  make  such  acts  &  Orders  in  Writeing  for  the  more 
orderly  Doeing  of  the  Premissess  as  they  the  said 
Trustees  of  the  freeholders  and  Commonality  of  the 
Towne  of  Kingston  aforesaid  &  their  Successors  from 
time  to  time  shall  and  may  think  Convenient  soe 
alwayes  as  the  said  Acts  &  Orders  bee  in  noe  wayes 
Repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  England  &  of  this  Province 
which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  established  and 
that  they  bee  not  in  any  wise  against  the  true  intent 
&  meaning  of  these  Presents 

“And  also  I  will  ordaine  &  Determine  that  all  and 
Singuler  ye  aforesaid  Acts  &  orders  from  time  to  time 
shall  be  made  and  ordered  by  the  vote  of  the  Major 
Part  of  the  said  Trustees  of  the  freeholders  &  Com¬ 
monality  of  the  Towne  of  Kingston  aforesaid  or  att 
Least  by  the  Major  Parte  of  such  of  them  as  shall  from 
time  to  time  assemble  &  meete  together  in  manner 
aforesaid  so  alwayes  their  be  not  fewer  in  Number 
then  Seven  of  the  said  Trustees  psent  att  such  meet¬ 
ings  so  to  be  held  as  aforesaid 
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“And  for  the  better  Execucon  of  this  Grant  in  this 
behalfe  I  have  assigned  Nominated  Created  Consti¬ 
tuted  &  made  &  by  these  Presents  Doe  assigne  Nomi¬ 
nate  Create  Constitute  &  make  Dirick  Schepmous 
Jacob  Ruttsen  Wessell  Tenbroogg  Wm  De  Meyer 
Gerret  Aertze  Tunis  Ellise  Benjamine  Provoost  Wm 
Legg  Jacob  Aertze  Martyze  Martisse  Wm  Haines 
&  John  Williams  Hooghten  to  Stand  &  Bee  the  first 
Moderne  Trustees  of  the  Freeholders  untill  the  time 
that  others  be  Elected  &  Chosen  in  their  Stead  &  Place 
according  to  the  mannor  &  fforme  herein  after  Ex¬ 
pressed 

“And  moreover  I  do  by  these  Presents  for  and  on 
behalfe  of  his  most  Sacred  Majesty  aforesaid  his 
Heirs  &  Successors  appoint  that  the  Trustees  of  the 
ffreeholders  &  Comonality  of  the  Towne  of  Kingston 
Constables  &  Assessors  within  the  Towne  of  Kings¬ 
ton  aforesaid  bee  Y early  Chosen  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
March  forever  (viz1)  that  twelve  Trustees  of  the  ffree¬ 
holders  &  Commonality  of  the  Towne  of  Kingston 
three  Constables  &  three  Assessors  within  the  Towne 
of  Kingston  aforesaid  bee  Yearly  Chosen  in  such 
Publick  Place  as  the  Trustees  for  the  time  being  shall 
appoint  &  Direct  and  that  the  Trustees  Constables  & 
Assessors  be  Chosen  by  the  Majority  of  Vojces  of  the 
ffreeholders  &  ffreemen  of  the  Towne  of  Kingston 
aforesaid 

“And  further  I  the  said  Thomas  Dongan  Do 
Hereby  Grant  unto  the  said  Trustees  of  the  ffree- 
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holders  &  Commonalty  of  the  said  Towne  of  Kings¬ 
ton  &  to  their  successors  forever  and  I  do  hereby  Will 
Determine  &  Odaine  that  Yearly  &  every  Yeare 
forever  att  the  time  &  Place  before  menconed  &  Ex- 
prest  out  of  the  said  twelve  Trustees  to  be  so  Chosen 
as  aforesaid  five  Persons  shall  be  Elected  and  ap¬ 
pointed  in  manner  before  Recited  who  shall  and  are 
hereby  authorized  Commissionated  &  Empowered 
to  hold  Pleas  of  Debt  &  T resspass  in  the  same  manner 
and  with  the  same  Powers  authorityes  Privilidges  & 
Libertyes  as  in  &  by  the  Laws  &  Statutes  of  this  his 
Matis  Province  the  Commissioners  of  the  Respective 
townes  within  the  same  have  hold  use  &  Enjoy  and  that 
of  the  said  five  Persons  there  shall  alwayes  be  three  att 
the  least  that  shall  hold  &  the  Court  and  Pleas  afore¬ 
said 

“And  Lastly  I  Give  &  Grant  for  &  on  behalfe  of 
his  Matie  his  Heirs  &  Successors  by  these  Presents  to 
all  &  every  pson  and  Persons  &  to  whatsoever  Person 
Subject  to  his  said  MatIe  his  Heires  and  Successors 
ffree  &  Lawfull  Power  Ability  &  Authority  that  they 
or  any  of  them  any  Messuages  Tennemts  Lands 
Meadows  ffeedings  Pastures  Woods  Underwoods 
Rent  Rents  Reversions  Services  &  other  Hereditamts 
whatsoever  within  the  said  County  of  Ulster  which 
they  Hold  of  his  said  Matie  his  Heires  &  Successors 
unto  the  aforesaid  Trustees  of  the  freeholders  & 
Commonality  of  the  Towne  of  Kingston  &  their  Suc¬ 
cessors  and  Give  Grant  Bargaine  Sell  &  alienate  to 
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have  hold  &  Enjoy  unto  the  said  Trustees  of  the  free¬ 
holders  &  Commonality  of  the  Towne  of  Kingston 
&  their  Successors  forever 

“Yeilding  &  Paying  therefore  unto  his  said  Matie 
his  Heires  and  Successors  on  the  said  five  &  twentyth 
Day  of  March  Yearly  &  Every  Yeare  forever  the  full 
&  just  Sume  of  one  Shilling  Curru  mony  of  this 
Province  att  New  Yorke 

“Wherefore  by  Virtue  of  the  Power  &  Authority 
aforesaid  I  Do  Will  and  Comand  for  &  on  behalfe 
of  his  said  Majtie  his  Heires  &  Successors  that  the 
aforesaid  Trustees  of  the  freeholders  &  Comonality 
of  the  Towne  of  Kingston  &  their  Successors  have 
hold  use  &  enjoye  and  that  they  shall  and  may  forever 
have  hold  use  &■  Enjoye  all  the  Libertyes  Authorityes 
Customs  Orders  Ordinances  franchises  Appurte¬ 
nances  Lands  Tennemts  and  Hereditamts  Goods  & 
Chatties  aforesaid  according  to  the  tenure  &  Effect 
of  these  Presents 

“  In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  Caused  these  Pres¬ 
ents  to  be  entred  upon  Record  in  the  Secretarys  Office 
and  the  Seale  of  the  Province  to  be  hereunto  affixed 
this  19  day  of  May  1687  and  in  the  third  Yeare  of  his 

Ma‘isRei§ne  “Tho:  Dongan. 

“  May  it  Please  Yor  Excelly. 

“The  Attourny  Gen11  hath  Perused  this  Grant  & 
finds  nothing  therein  Contained  Prejudiciall  to  his 
Matis  Intrest. 
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“W.  Nicolls. 


“Examd  November  ye  first  1687. 

“Att  a  Councill  held  att  ffort  James  thirsday  the 
17th  May  1688. 

“  Present  His  Excelly  the  Governor 

Major  BROCKHOLLS 
Major  Baxter 
Major  Phillips 
Major  CORTLANDT 
Major  Byard 
Mr  Jas  Graham 

“This  Pattent  was  approved  off — 

“J.  Knight  D:  Secy. 

“  I  do  hereby  Certify  the  aforegoing  to  be  a  true 
Copy  of  the  Original  Record.  The  Word  the  5th  line 
page  319  written  on  a  Razure.  And  as  in  said  Record 
there  being  a  word  obliterated  in  the  nth  line  of 
Page  325.  Compared  therewith  By  Me 

“  Lewis  A.  Scott,  Secretary.” 

( The  History  of  Kingston,  New  York,  From  Its 
Early  Settlement  to  the  Year  1820.  By  Marius 
Schoonmaker,  of  Kingston.  Burr  Printing  House, 
New  York,  1888,  pages  503-506,  Appendix,  with 
additional  paragraphing,  and  additional  capitals 
where  needed  in  such  paragraphing.) 
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Sir  Edmund  Andros 


(Plate  9) 


Chapter  IV 

SOUTHAMPTON  PATENTS 

A  PATENT  or  Confirmacon  Graunted  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Towne  of  South  Hampton. 

Edmond  Andros  Esqr  &c 
WHEREAS  there  is  a  Certaine  Towne  in  the  East  Rid¬ 
ing  of  Yorkshire  upon  Long  Island  commonly  called 
and  knowne  by  the  name  of  SOUTHAMPTON  Scituate 
lying  and  being  on  the  South  side  of  the  said  Island 
towards  the  Maine  Sea  having  a  certaine  Tract  of 
Land  thereunto  belonging  the  Eastward  Bounds 
whereof  extend  to  a  certaine  place  or  Plaine  called 
WAINSCOTT  where  the  Bounds  are  settled  betwixt 
their  Neighbours  of  the  Towne  of  EASTHAMPTON 
and  them  their  Southerne  Bounds  being  the  Sea  and 
so  runs  Westward  to  a  place  called  Seatuck  where  a 
Stake  was  sett  as  their  farthest  extent  that  way  then 
crossing  over  the  Island  to  the  Northwards  to  PEACO- 
NOCK  Great  River  (not  Contradicting  the  Agreement 
made  between  their  Towne  and  the  Towne  of 
SOUTHOLD  after  their  Tryall  at  the  Court  of  Assizes) 
and  so  to  run  Eastwards  alongst  the  North  Bounds 
to  the  Eastermost  point  of  Hogg  Neck  over  against 
Shelter  Island  including  all  the  Necks  of  Land  and 
Islands  within  the  afore  described  Bounds  and 
Limitts 
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Now  for  a  Confirmacon  unto  the  prsent  free¬ 
holders,  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Towne  and  prcincts 
Know  Yee  that  by  vertue  of  his  Maties  Letters  Pat¬ 
ents  and  the  Commission  and  Authority  unto  mee 
given  by  his  Royall  Highnesse  I  have  Ratifyed  Con¬ 
firmed  and  Graunted  And  by  these  presents  do  hereby 
Ratify  Confirme  and  Graunt  unto  Capt  John  Howell, 
Thomas  Halsey  Seinor  Liev*  Joseph  Fordham,  Mr 
Joseph  Reyner  Constable,  Mr  Hen:  Pierson,  Mr 
Edward  Howell,  Mr  John  Cooper,  Mr  Ellis  Cooke, 
Mr  Sam11  Clarke,  Mr  Richard  Post  and  John  Jennings 
[Names  literally  reproduced.  See  p.  87,  post.]  as 
Patentees  for  and  on  the  behalfe  of  themselves  and 
their  Associates  the  ^freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of 
the  said  Towne  their  Heirs  Successor  and  Assignes 
All  the  afore  Mentioned  Tract  of  Land  with  the 
Necks  and  Islands  within  the  said  Bounds  sett  forth 
and  described  as  aforesaid 

Together  with  all  Rivers,  Lakes,  Waters,  Quarryes, 
Wood  Lands,  Plaines,  Meadowes,  Pastures,  Marshes, 
ffishing,  Hawking,  Hunting  and  flowling,  and  all 
other  Proffitts,  Commodities,  Emoluments,  and  Here- 
ditamts  to  the  said  Towne  T ract  of  Land  and  Premisses 
within  the  Limits  and  Bounds  afore  mentioned  de¬ 
scribed  belonging  or  in  any  wise  wise  appertaining; 

To  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  all  and  Singular  their  said 
Lands  Hereditaments  and  Prmisses  with  their  and 
every  of  their  Appurtenances  and  every  Parte  and 
Parcell  thereof  to  the  said 
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Patentees  and  their  Associates  their  Heirs,  Suc¬ 
cessor  and  Assignes  to  the  proper  use  and  behoofe 
of  the  said  Patentees  and  their  Associates  their  Heires 
Successors  and  Assignes  forever  the 

Tenure  of  the  said  Land  and  Premisses  to  bee  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Custome  of  the  Mannor  of  East 
Greenwich  in  the  County  of  Kent  in  Engld,  in  free 
and  Common  Soccage  and  by  ffealty  onely 

PROVIDED  always  Notwithstanding,  That  the  Ex¬ 
tent  of  the  Bounds  before  recited  do  no  way  prejudice 
or  infringe  the  particular  propriety  of  any  Person  or 
Persons  who  have  Right  by  Patent  or  other  Lawfull 
Clayme  to  any  Part  or  Parcell  of  Land  or  Tenements 
within  the  Limits  aforesaid  Onely  that  all  the  Lands 
and  Plantations  within  the  said  Limits  or  Bounds 
shall  have  relacon  to  the  Towne  in  Generali  for  the 
well  Government  thereof 

And  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  any  Part  or  Parcell 
of  the  Lands  within  the  Bounds  and  Limitts  afore 
described,  bee  not  already  Purchased  of  the  Indyans 
it  may  bee  Purchased  (as  Occasion)  according  to 
Law; 

I  do  hereby  likewise  Confirme  and  Graunt  unto 
the  said  Patentees  and  their  Associates  their  Heirs 
Successors  and  Assignes  All  the  Priviledges  and  Im- 
munityes  belonging  to  a  Towne  within  this  Govern¬ 
ment 

And  that  the  Place  of  their  present  Habitacon  and 
abode  shall  continue  and  retaine  the  Name  of  SOUTH 
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Hampton  by  wch  name  and  stile  it  shall  be  distin¬ 
guish  and  knowne  in  all  Bargaines  and  Sales  Deedes 
Records  and  Writings 

They  making  Improvem*  on  the  said  Land  and 
Conforming  themselves  according  to  Law 

And  Yeilding  and  Paying  therefore  Yearly  and 
every  yeare  unto  his  Royall  Highnesse  use  as  a  Quitt 
Rent  one  fatt  Lamb  unto  such  Officer  or  Officers  there 
in  Authority  as  shall  bee  Empowered  to  receive  the 
same 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Sealed  with  the  Seale 
of  the  Province  in  New  Yorke,  the  first  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber  in  the  Eight  and  twentyeth  yeare  of  his  Maties 
Reigne,  Annoq  Domini  1676. 

E.  Andross. 

Examined  by  mee 
M.  Nicolls  Seer 

I  do  hereby  Certify  the  aforegoing  to  be  a  true 
Copy  of  the  Original  Record.  Word  to  thirty 
fourth  line  and  word  Propriety  forty  seventh 
line  both  on  Razures. 

Compared  therewith  By  Me 

Lewis  A.  Scott.  Secretary. 
(PATENTS,  VI,  p.  100,  paragraphed,  from  a  certified 
copy.) 


RECORDED  for  the  Inhabitants  of  South¬ 
hampton 

THOMAS  Dongan  Cap*  Generali  Governour  in 
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Cheife  and  Vice  Admirall  in  and  over  the  Province 
of  New  Yorke  and  Territoryes  Depending  thereon  in 
America  under  his  Majesty  James  the  Second  by  the 
Grace  of  God  King  of  England  Scottland  ffrance  and 
Ireland  Defendor  of  the  faith  &c  To  all  whom  these 
Presents  shall  come  Sendeth  GREETING 
WHEREAS  the  Right  honob,e  Edmund  Andross  Esqr 
Seigneiur  of  Sansmarez  Lew*  and  Governour  Gen11 
under  his  Roy11  Highss  JAMES  Duke  of  Yorke  and 
Albany  &c  now  his  Present  Majesty  of  all  his  Terri¬ 
toryes  in  AMERICA  did  by  a  Certaine  Writeing  or  Pat- 
tent  under  the  Seale  of  the  Province  bearing  Date  the 
first  Day  of  November  one  thousand  six  hundred 
Seventy  six  Grant  Rattifie  and  Confirme  unto  John 
Toping  Justice  of  the  Peace  Cap*  John  Howell, 
Thomas  Hallsey  Senior.  Joseph  Reyner  Constable 
Edward  Howell  John  J agger  John  ffoster  &  ffrancis 
Scyres  overseers  Joseph  ffordham  Henry  Pierson 
John  Cooper  Ellice  Cooke  Samuell  Clarke  Richard 
Post  and  John  Jenings  as 

Pattentees  for  and  in  behalfe  of  themselves  and 
their  Associates  the  freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Towne  of  Southhampton  a  Certaine  Tract  of  Land 
lyeing  and  being  Scituate  in  the  South  side  of  Long 
Island  in  the  East  Rideing  of  Yorkeshire  towards  the 
maine  Sea  the  Eastward  bounds  whereof  Extends  to 
a  Certaine  Place  or  Plaine  Called  Wainscott  where 
the  Bounds  are  Settled  betwixt  their  Neighbours  of 
the  Towne  of  Easthampton  and  then  there  Southerne 
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Bounds  being  the  Sea  and  so  runns  Westward  to  a 
Place  Called  Seatack  where  a  Stake  was  set  at  there 
furthest  extent  that  way  then  Croseing  over  the  Island 
to  the  Northward  to  Peaconock  Great  River  not  Con¬ 
tradicting  the  Agreem*  made  between  there  Towne 
and  the  Towne  of  Southhold  after  there  tryall  at  the 
Court  of  Assizes  and  so  to  runn  Eastward  alongst 
there  North  Bounds  to  the  Eastermost  Part  of  Hogg- 
neck  over  against  Shelter  Island  Including  all  the 
Necks  of  Land  and  Islands  within  the  aforesaid  De¬ 
scribed  Bounds  and  Limitts  together  with  all  Rivers 
Lakes  Waters  Quarryes  Woodland  Plaines  Meadows 
Pastures  Marshes  flashing,  Hawking  Hunting  and 
fowling  and  all  other  Proffitts  Commodityes  and 
Hereditaments  to  the  said  Towne  Tract  of  Land  and 
Premissess  within  the  Limitts  and  Bounds  afore- 
menconed  Described  belonging  or  in  any  wayes  Ap- 
purteineing 

TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  all  and  Singuler  the  said 
Lands  Hereditaments  and  Premissess  with  there  and 
every  of  there  Appurtennces  and  of  every  Parte  and 
Parcell  thereof  to  the  said 

Pattentees  and  their  Associates  there  Heires  Suc¬ 
cessors  and  Assignes  forever  According  to  the  tenure 
of  East  Grenwich  within  the  County  of  Kent  in  Eng¬ 
land  in  free  and  Comon  Soccage  and  by  fealty  only 

Provided  alwayes  notwithstanding  that  the  extent 
of  the  Bounds  before  recited  Doe  noe  wayes  Preju¬ 
dice  or  infringe  the  Perticuler  Proprietyes  of  any 
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Person  or  Persons  who  have  Right  by  Pattent  or  other 
Lawfull  Claime  to  any  Parte  or  Parcell  of  Land  or 
Tennements  within  the  Limitts  aforesaid  only  that 
all  the  Lands  and  Plantacons  within  the  said  Limitts 
or  Bounds  shall  have  Relation  to  the  Towne  in  Gen¬ 
erali  for  the  well  Governm1  thereof  and  if  it  shall  so 
happen  that  any  Parte  or  Parcell  of  the  Lands  within 
the  bounds  and  Limitts  aforesaid  Described  be  not 
already  Purchased  of  the  Indians  it  may  be  Pur¬ 
chased  (as  occassion)  According  to  Law  and  more¬ 
over  he  the  said 

Edmund  Andross  Liev*  Govenour  Gen11  as  afore¬ 
said  Did  further  Grant  &  Confirme  unto  the  said 
Pattentees  and  their  Associates  their  Heires  Succes¬ 
sors  and  Assignes  all  the  Privilidges  and  Immunityes 
belonging  to  a  Towne  within  this  Government  and 
that  the  Place  of  their  Present  Habitacon  and  abode 
shall  Continue  and  Retaine  the  Name  of  Southhamp¬ 
ton  by  which  Name  &  Stile  it  shall  bee  Distinguished 
and  knowne  in  all  Bargaines  &  Sales  Deeds  Records  & 
Writeings  they  the  said  Pattentees  &  their  Associates 
their  Heires  Successors  and  Assignes  makeing  Im¬ 
proving  on  the  said  Lands  and  Conformeing  them¬ 
selves  According  to  Law  and 

YEILDING  and  Paying  therefore  Yearly  and  every 
Yeare  as  an  Acknowledgment  or  Quitt  Rent  one  fatt 
Lamb  unto  such  Officer  or  Officers  as  shall  bee  Em- 
powred  to  Receive  the  same  as  by  said  Pattent  Re¬ 
corded  in  the  Secretaryes  Office  relation  being  there- 
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unto  had  may  more  fully  and  att  Large  Appeare 
And  whereas  of  late  Some  Difference  hath  hap¬ 
pened  between  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Towne  of 
Southhampton  and  the  Indians  Adjacent  to  said 
Towne  Concerning  the  bounds  above  Specified  and 
also  that  the 

Clauses  above  Expressed  for  Constituteing  them  a 
Towne  and  Giveing  them  a  Towne  and  Giveing  them 
Privilidges  and  Immunityes  are  not  Sufficient  in  the 
Law  to  Convey  to  them  such  Privilidges  and  Immu¬ 
nityes  as  was  Designed  to  be  Given  them 

And  whereas  Major  John  Howell  a  freeholder  and 
one  of  the  Pattentees  of  the  aforesaid  Towne  of  South¬ 
hampton  by  Order  of  the  ffreeholders  of  the  said 
Towne  hath  made  Applycacon  unto  me  that  I  would 
Confirme  unto  the  freeholders  of  the  said  Towne  in 
a  more  full  and  Ample  manner  all  the  Above  recited 
Tracts  and  Parcells  of  Land  within  the  Limitts  & 
bounds  aforesaid  and  finally  Determine  the  Differ¬ 
ence  between  the  Indians  and  the  freeholders  of  the 
said  Towne  of  Southhampton  and  also  that  I  would 
Erect  the  said  Towne  of  Southhampton  within  the 
Limitts  and  Bounds  abovesaid  into  one  Towne  shipp 
Now  Know  Yee  that  I  the  said  Thomas  Dongan 
by  Virtue  of  the  Power  and  Authority  to  me  Derived 
from  his  most  Sacred  Majesty  aforesaid  and  in  Pur¬ 
suance  of  the  same  have  examined  the  matter  in 
Varience  between  the  ffreeholders  of  the  said  Towne 
of  Southhampton  and  the  Indians  and  Doe  find  that 
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William  Cavendish,  Duke  of  Newcastle 
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the  freeholders  of  the  Towne  Southhampton  afore¬ 
said  have  Lawfully  Purchased  the  Land  within  the 
Limitts  and  bounds  aforesaid  of  the  Indians  and  have 
Paid  them  therefore  According  to  Agreem*  so  that 
all  the  Indian  Right  by  Virtue  of  said  Purchase  is 
invested  into  the  freeholders  of  the  Towne  of  South¬ 
hampton  aforesaid  [sic]  for  and  in  Consideracon  of 
the  Quitt  Rent  herein  after  Reserved  and  other  Good 
and  Lawfull  Consideracons  me  thereunto  moveing 
have  Granted  Ratified  Released  and  Confirmed  and 
by  these  Presents  Doe  Grant  Ratifie  Release  and  Con- 
firme  unto  Major  John  Howell  Thomas  Halsey 
Senior,  Edward  Howell  John  J agger  John  foster 
francis  Sayers  Joseph  fordham  Henry  Pearson 
Samuell  Blanke  Job  Sayers  Wra  Barker  Isaac  halsey 
freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  Southhampton  herein 
after  erected  and  made  one  body  Corporate  and  Poli¬ 
tique  and  Willed  and  Determined  to  be  Called  by  the 
Name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  freeholders  and 
Comonalty  of  the  Towne  of  Southhampton  and  there 
Successors  all  the  aforerecited  Tracts  and  Necks  of 
Land  within  the  Limitts  and  Bounds  aforesaid  to¬ 
gether  with  all  and  Singular  the  Houses  Messuages 
Tennemts  Buildings  Mills  Mill  Dams  fencings  in¬ 
closures  Gardens  Orchards  feilds  Pastures  Woods 
underwoods  Trees  Timber  feedings  Comon  of  Pas¬ 
ture  [sic]  Meadows  Marshes  Swamps  Plaines  Rivers 
Rivoletts  Waters  Lakes  Ponds  Brooks  Streams 
Beaches  Quarryes  Mines  Mineralls  Creeks  Har- 
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hours  High  wayes  and  Easements  fishing  Hawking 
Hunting  and  fowleing  (Silver  and  Gold  mines  Ex¬ 
cepted)  and  all  other  ffranchizes  Proffitts  Commodi- 
tyes  and  Hereditamts  whatsoever  to  the  said  Tracts 
&  Necks  of  Land  and  Premissess  belonging  or  in  any 
wise  Appurtaineing  or  there  withall  used  Accepted 
reputed  or  taken  to  belong  or  in  any  wayes  to  Appur- 
taine  to  all  Intents  purposes  and  Construccons  what¬ 
soever  as  also  all  &  Singular  the  Rents  Arreeradges 
of  Rents  Issues  and  Proffitts  of  the  said  Tract  of  Land 
and  Premissess  heretofore  Due  and  Payable 

To  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  all  the  before  Recited  Tract 
and  Parcell  of  Land  &  Premissess  with  there  and 
every  of  there  Appurtennces  unto  the  said  Major 
John  Howell  Thomas  Halsey  Senior  Edward  Howell 
John  Jagger  John  fioster  ffrancis  Sayers  Joseph  fiord- 
ham  Henry  Peason  Samuell  Blanke  Job  Sayers  Wm 
Barker  Isaac  Halsey  [Ac]  freeholders  and  Comonalty 
of  the  Towne  of  Southhampton  and  there  Successors 
for  ever  to  and  for  the  Severall  and  Respective  uses 
ffollowing  and  to  no  other  use  intent  and  Purpose 
whatsoever  that  is  to  say  as  for  and  Concerning  all  and 
Singuler  the  Severall  Respective  Parcells  of  Land 
and  Meadow  Parte  of  the  Granted  Premissess  in  any 
wayes  taken  up  and  Appropriated  before  the  Day  of 
the  Date  hereof  unto  the  Severall  and  Respective 
Present  ffreeholders  or  Inhabitant  [Ac]  of  the  said 
Towne  of  Southhampton  by  Virtue  of  the  aforere- 
cited  Deed  or  Pattent  to  the  only  use  beneffitt  and  be- 
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hoofe  of  the  said  Respective  Present  ^freeholders  and 
Inhabitants  and  to  there  Severall  and  Respective 
Heires  and  Assignes  for  ever  and  as  for  and  Concern¬ 
ing  all  and  every  such  Parcell  or  Parcells  Tracts  or 
Tracts  of  Land  Remainder  of  the  Granted  Premissess 
not  Yett  taken  up  or  Appropriated  to  any  Perticuler 
Person  or  Persons  by  Virtue  of  the  aforerecited  Deed 
or  Pattent  to  the  use  benefitt  and  behoofe  of  such  as 
have  been  Purchasers  thereof  and  there  Heires  and 
Assignes  for  ever  in  Proportion  to  there  Severall  and 
Respective  Purchasess  thereof  made  as  tenants  in 
Comon  without  any  Lett  Hindrance  or  Molestacon 
to  be  had  or  Reserved  upon  Pretence  of  Joynt  tenancy 
or  Survivorship  any  thing  Contained  herein  to  the 
Contrary  in  any  wayes  notwithstanding 

TO  BE  HOLDEN  of  his  said  Majesty  his  Heires  and 
Successors  in  free  and  Comon  Soccage  According  to 
the  Mannor  of  East  Grenwich  in  the  County  of  Kent 
within  his  Matis  Realme  of  England 

YEILDING  Rendring  and  Paying  therefore  Yearly 
and  every  Yeare  from  henceforth  unto  our  Soverigne 
Lord  the  King  his  Heires  and  Successors  or  to  such 
Officer  or  Officers  as  shall  be  Appointed  to  Receive 
the  same  the  Sume  one  Lamb  or  the  Value  thereof 
upon  the  five  and  twentyth  Day  of  March  at  New 
Yorke  in  full  of  all  Rents  or  former  Reserved  Rents 
Services  Acknowledgmts  and  Demands  whatsoever 
and  further  by  Virtue  of  the  Power  and  Authority  to 
me  the  said  Thomas  Dongan  Given  as  aforesaid  and 
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in  Pursuance  of  the  same  and  for  the  Reasons  and 
Consideracons  above  Recited 

I  have  willed  Determined  Declared  and  Granted 
and  by  these  presents  Doe  Will  Determine  Declare 
and  Grant  that  the  said  Inhabitants  and  freeholders 
the  freemen  of  Southhampton  aforesaid  Comonly 
Called  by  the  Name  of  the  ^freeholders  &  Inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  Towne  of  Southhampton  or  by  whatever 
name  or  names  they  are  Called  or  Named  and  there 
Heires  and  Successors  forever  henceforward  are  & 
shall  be  one  body  Corporate  &  Politique  in  Deed  and 
Name  by  the  Name  of  the  trustees  of  the  freeholders 
&  Comonalty  of  the  Towne  of  Southhampton  and 
them  by  the  Name  of  the  trustees  of  the  freeholders 
and  Comonalty  of  the  Towne  of  Southhampton  [sic~\ 
be  and  shall  be  for  ever  [jtc]  I  have  Really  and  fully 
for  his  said 

Majesty  his  Heires  and  Successors  Erected  made 
Ordained  Constituted  &  Declared  by  these  Presents 
and  that  by  the  same  name  they  have  Succession  for¬ 
ever  and  that  they  and  there  Successors  by  the  Name 
of  the  trustees  of  the  ^freeholders  and  Comonalty  of 
the  Towne  of  Southhampton  be  and  shall  be  for  ever 
in  future  time  Persons  able  &  Capable  in  Law  to  have 
Perseive  Reseive  &  Possesse  not  only  all  and  Singuler 
the  Premissess  but  other  Messuages  Lands  Tennemts 
Privilidges  Jurisdiccons  franchizes  &  Hereditamts 
of  whatsoever  kind  or  Species  they  shall  be  to  them 
and  their  Successors  in  fee  for  ever  or  for  the  terme 
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of  a  Yeare  or  Yeares  otherwise  whatsoever  manner  it 
be  and  also  Goods  Chatties  and  all  other  things  of 
whatsoever  Name  Nature  Quality  or  Species  they 
shall  bee  and  also  to  Give  Grant  Release  Alien  Assign 
and  Dispose  of  Lands  Tenemts  Hereditamts  and  all 
and  every  other  Act  and  Acts  thing  and  things  to  Doe 
and  Execute  by  the  Name  aforesaid  and  that  by  the 
same  Name  of  the  trustees  of  the  ^freeholders  and 
Comonalty  of  the  Towne  of  Southhampton  to  Plead 
and  bee  Impleaded  Answer  and  be  Answered  unto 
Defend  and  be  Defended  they  are  and  may  be  Capable 
in  whatsoever  Place  &  Places  and  before  whatsoever 
Judges  &  Justices  or  other  Persons  or  Officialls  of  his 
said  Majesty  his  Heires  and  Successors  in  all  and  all 
Manner  of  Accons  Plaints  Suites  Complaints  Causes 
Matters  &  Demands  whatsoever  of  what  Kind 
Qualitie  &  Species  the  same  be  and  shall  be  in  Man¬ 
ner  &  forme  as  any  others  of  his  Majesties  Leige 
People  within  this  Province  Can  or  are  able  to  have 
Require  Receive  Possesse  &  injoy  Retaine  Give  Grant 
Release  Alien  Assigne  &  Dispose  Plead  &  be  Pleaded 
answer  and  be  Answered  Defend  and  be  Defended 
Doe  Permitt  or  Execute 

AND  for  the  better  enabling  the  trustees  of  the  ffree- 
holders  and  Comonalty  of  the  Towne  of  Southhamp¬ 
ton  aforesaid  in  Doing  &  Executing  all  &  Singuler 
the  Premissess  I  have  willed  Granted  and  Deter¬ 
mined  and  by  these  Presents  Doe  will  Grant  &  De¬ 
termine  that  from  henceforward  and  forever  here- 
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after  the  said  T rustees  of  the  ff  reeholders  &  Comonalty 
of  the  Towne  of  Southhampton  Doe  and  may  have  & 
use  a  Comon  Seale  which  shall  serve  to  execute  the 
Causes  and  Affaires  whatsoever  of  them  &  there  Suc¬ 
cessors  and  further 

I  will  &  by  these  presents  in  behalfe  of  his  said 
Majesty  his  Heires  &  Successors  that  henceforward 
forevermore  there  be  and  shall  bee  trustees  of  the  ff  ree¬ 
holders  &  Comonalty  of  the  Towne  of  Southhampton 
[Ac]  and  they  and  their  Successors  shall  &  may  at  all 
Convenient  times  hereafter  upon  a  Publick  Sumons 
to  be  obtained  at  the  Request  of  any  three  of  the 
trustees  aforesaid  from  any  of  his  Majestys  Justices 
of  the  Peace  of  the  said  Towne  or  for  Default  thereof 
from  any  of  the  Justices  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  for 
the  time  being  Assemble  &  meet  together  in  the  towne 
House  of  the  sd  Towne  or  in  such  other  Publick  Place 
as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  Appointed  to  make  such 
Acts  &  Orders  in  Writeing  for  the  more  Orderly 
Doeing  of  the  Premissess  as  they  the  said  Trustees  of 
the  freeholders  &  Commonalty  of  the  Towne  of 
Southhampton  aforesaid  and  there  Successors  from 
time  to  time  shall  and  may  think  Convenient  so  alwayes 
as  the  said  Acts  and  Orders  be  in  no  wayes  Repugnant 
to  the  Laws  of  England  &  of  this  Province  which  now 
are  or  hereafter  may  be  Established  and  that  they  be 
not  in  any  wayes  Against  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  these  presents 

AND  also  I  Will  Ordaine  &  Determine  that  all  & 
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Singuler  the  aforesaid  Acts  and  Orders  from  time  to 
time  shall  be  made  and  Ordained  by  the  Vote  of  the 
Major  Parte  of  the  said  trustees  the  freeholders  & 
Comonalty  of  the  Towne  of  Southhampton  aforesaid 
or  at  least  by  the  Vote  of  the  Major  Parte  of  such  of 
them  as  shall  from  time  to  time  Assemble  &  meet  to¬ 
gether  in  manner  as  aforesaid  so  always  there  be  not 
fewer  in  Number  then  Seven  of  the  said  Trustees 
present  at  such  meetings  so  to  be  held  as  aforesaid 

AND  for  the  better  Execution  of  this  Grant  in  this 
behalfe  I  have  Assigned  Nominated  Created  Consti¬ 
tuted  and  made  and  by  these  Presents  Doe  Assigne 
Nominate  Create  Constitute  and  make  Major  John 
Howell  Thomas  Halsey  Senior  Edward  Howell  John 
Jagger  John  foster  francis  Sayers  Joseph  ffordham 
Henry  Pearson  Samuell  Blank  Job  Sayers  Wm 
Barker  Isaac  Halsey  to  stand  and  be  the  first  modern 
trustees  of  the  freeholders  and  Comonalty  of  the 
Towne  of  Southhampton  to  Continue  in  the  afore¬ 
said  Office  from  and  after  the  Date  of  these  Presents 
untill  the  time  that  others  be  elected  &  Chosen  in  yr 
Stead  According  to  the  manner  and  form  herein  after 
Expressed 

AND  moreover  I  Doe  by  these  Presents  for  and  on 
the  behalfe  of  his  most  Sacred  majesty  aforesaid  his 
Heirs  and  Successors  Appoint  that  the  Trustees  of 
the  freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the  Towne  of 
Southhampton  Constables  &  Assessors  within  the 
Towne  of  Southhampton  aforesaid  be  Yearly  Chosen 
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on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Aprill  for  ever  Viz4  twelve 
trustees  of  the  freeholders  and  Commonalty  of  the 
Towne  of  Southhampton  two  Constables  and  two 
Assessors  in  such  Publick  place  as  the  trustees  for  the 
time  being  shall  direct  &  Appoint  and  that  the  Con¬ 
stables  &  Assessors  be  Chosen  by  the  Majority  of 
Vojces  of  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of  the  Towne 
of  Southhampton  aforesaid 
AND  Lastly  I  Give  and  Grant  for  and  on  behalfe 
of  his  said  Majesty  his  Heires  and  Successors  by  these 
Presents  to  all  and  every  Person  &  Persons  and  to  what¬ 
soever  Person  Subject  to  his  said  Majesty  his  Heires 
and  Successors  free  and  Lawfull  Power  Ability  and 
Authority  that  they  or  any  of  them  any  Messuages 
Tennemts  Lands  Meadows  feedings  Pastures  Woods 
Underwoods  Rents  Reversions  Services  and  other 
Hereditaments  whatsoever  within  the  said  County  of 
Suffolk  which  they  hold  of  his  said  Majesty  his 
Heires  and  Successors  unto  the  aforesd  Trustees  of 
the  freeholders  and  Comonalty  of  the  Towne  of 
Southhampton  and  there  Successors  [sic]  forever 
YEILDING  and  Paying  therefore  unto  his  said  Ma¬ 
jesty  his  Heires  and  Successors  on  the  said  twentith 
fifth  day  of  March  Yearly  and  every  Yeare  forever 
the  full  and  Just  Sume  of  forty  Shillings  Curr4t  mony 
of  this  Province  at  New  Yorke  wherefore  by  Virtue 
of  the  Power  &  Authority  aforesaid 

I  Doe  will  &  Comand  for  and  on  behalfe  of  his 
said  Majesty  his  Heires  and  Successers  that  the  afore- 
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said  freeholders  &  Comonalty  of  the  Towne  of  South¬ 
hampton  and  their  Successors  have  hold  use  &  enjoy 
and  that  they  shall  and  may  forever  have  hold  use  & 
enjoye  all  the  Libertyes  Authorities  Customs  Orders 
Ordinances  franchises  Acquittences  Lands  Tenne- 
ments  and  Hereditamts  Goods  &  Chatties  aforesaid 
According  to  the  tenure  &  effect  of  these  Presents 
without  the  Lett  or  Hindrance  of  any  Person  or  Per¬ 
sons  whatsoever 

In  TESTIMONY  whereof  I  have  Caused  the  Seale 
of  the  Province  to  be  hereunto  affixed  And  these 
Presents  to  be  entred  in  the  Secretaryes  office 
WlTTNESSE  my  hand  att  ffortt  JAMES  the  sixth  Day 
of  December  [sic']  in  the  Second  Yeare  of  his  said 
Kings  Majesty  James  the  Second  &c 

Thomas  Dongan 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency 
The  Attourny  Generali  hath  Perused  this  Pattent 
&  finds  nothing  Contained  theren  prejudiciall  to 
his  Matis  Intrest 

Examined  the  6th  Decr  1686 

James  Graham 

[A  memoir  of  James  Graham,  by  A.  E.  P.  (A. 
Everett  Peterson),  appears  in  the  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography,  Vol.  VII,  1931,  PP-  475?  47^- 
Dr.  O’Callaghan’s  memoir  appears  in  2  Gowan’s 
Bibliotheca  Americana,  p.  69.] 

Att  a  Council  held  att  ffortt  James  the 
6th  Day  of  December  1686 
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PRESENT  his  Excellency  the  Governor 

Major  Antho:  Brockholls 
Mr  ffred.  Phillips 
Mr  Steph  V.  Courtland 
Mr  John  Spragge 
Major  Gervis  Baxter 
This  Pattent  was  Approved  off 

J.  J.  Swinton  Cl  Council 
I  do  hereby  Certify  the  aforegoing  to  be  a 
true  Copy  of  the  Original  Record.  Word 
may  i  Ith  line  of  page  42  being  written  on 
a  Razure.  And  as  in  said  Record  words 
before  recited  doe  noe  wayes  prejudice  or 
infringe  Ist  and  2d  lines  page  36,  word 
said  25th  line  same  page,  words  by  these 
presents  13th  line  page  44,  word  the  6th 
line  page  45,  and  ajor  this  side  9th  line  all 
obliterated.  COMPARED  therewith  By  Me 
Lewis  A.  Scott.  Secretary. 
(PATENTS,  VI,  p.  35,  paragraphed,  from  a  certified 
copy.) 

The  certified  copies  mentioned  in  this  chapter  are 
photostatic  copies,  and  the  patents  have  been  set  up 
in  print  from  these  copies  direct,  but  some  of  the 
superior  marks  of  certain  letters  in  the  Seventeenth 
Century  chirography  have  not  been  reproduced. 
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(Plate  n) 

Dorothy  Sidney,  Countess  of  Sunderland 


Chapter  V 

A  HUDSON  RIVER  MANOR 

“  Gulielmus  Tertius  Dei  Gratia,  Angliae,  Scotiae, 
France  et  Hiberniae,  Rex,  fidei  defensor,  &c.  &c. 

‘To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  sendeth 
greeting: 

‘Whereas,  our  loving  subject,  Colonel  Stephanus 
Van  Cortlandt,  one  of  the  members  of  our  Council  of 
our  Province  of  New  York,  &c.,  hath  by  his  petition 
presented  unto  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Colonel 
Benjamin  Fletcher,  Captain  General  and  Governor- 
in-chief  of  our  said  Province  of  New  York  and  terri¬ 
tories  depending  thereon  in  America,  &c.,  prayed  our 
grant  and  confirmation  of  a  certain  parcel  and  tract  of 
land  situate,  lying  and  being  upon  the  east  side  of 
Hudson’s  river, 

‘  Beginning  on  the  north  line  of  the  manor  of 
Phillipsburg,  now  in  the  tenure  and  occupation  of 
Frederick  Phillips,  Esq.,  one  of  the  members  of  our 
said  Council,  and  to  the  south  side  of  a  certain  creek 
called  Kightawanck  Creek,  and  from  thence,  by  a  due 
east  line,  running  into  the  woods  twenty  English  miles, 
and  from  the  said  north  line  of  the  manor  of  Phillips- 
burgh  upon  the  south  side  of  the  said  Kightawanck 
Creek,  running  along  the  said  Hudson  river  northerly 
as  the  said  river  runs  into  the  north  side  of  a  high  hill, 
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which  high  lands,  commonly  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  Anthony’s  nose,  to  a  red  cedar  tree,  which 
makes  the  southernmost  bounds  of  the  land  now  in 
the  tenure  and  occupation  of  Mr.  Adolph  Phillips, 
including,  in  the  said  northerly  line,  all  the  meadows, 
marshes,  coves,  bays  and  necks  of  land  and  peninsulas 
that  are  adjoining  or  extending  into  Hudson’s  river 
within  the  bounds  of  the  said  line,  and  from  the  said 
red  cedar  tree  another  due  easterly  line  running  into 
the  woods  twenty  English  miles,  and  from  thence 
along  the  partition  line  between  our  Colony  of  Con¬ 
necticut  and  this  our  Province,  until  you  come  into  the 
place  where  the  first  easterly  line  of  twenty  miles  doth 
come  — 

‘The  whole  being  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  said 
partition  line  between  our  said  Colony  of  Connecticut 
and  this  our  Province,  and  on  the  south  by  the  north¬ 
erly  line  of  the  manor  of  Phillipsburg  to  the  south¬ 
ward  of  Kightawanck  Creek  aforesaid,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  said  Hudson’s  river,  and  on  the  north  from 
the  aforesaid  red  cedar  tree  by  the  south  line  of  the 
land  of  Adolph  Phillips, 

‘And  also  of  a  certain  parcel  of  meadow  lying  and 
being  situate  upon  the  west  side  of  the  said  Hudson’s 
river,  within  the  said  high  lands  over  against  the 
aforesaid  hill  called  Anthony’s  nose,  beginning  on  the 
south  side  of  a  creek  called  by  the  Indians  Sinkapogh, 
and  so  along  said  creek  to  the  head  thereof,  and  then 
northerly  along  the  high  hills,  as  the  river  runneth, 
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to  another  creek  called  Apinnapink,  and  from  thence 
along  the  said  creek  to  the  said  Hudson’s  river, 

‘  Which  certain  tract  [sic]  of  land  and  meadow  our 
said  loving  subject  is  now  actually  seized  and  possessed 
thereof,  and  doth  hold  the  same  of  us  by  virtue  of 
sundry  grants  heretofore  made  unto  him  by  Col. 
Thomas  Dongan,  late  Governor  of  our  said  Province, 
and  whereon  our  said  loving  subject  hath  made  con¬ 
siderable  improvement,  having  been  at  great  cost, 
charge  and  expense  in  the  purchasing  the  said  tract 
of  land  and  meadows  from  the  native  Indians,  as  well 
as  in  the  settling  a  considerable  number  of  families 
thereon,  and  being  willing  to  make  some  further  im¬ 
provement  thereon,  doth  by  his  said  petition  further 
request  and  pray  that  we  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  erect  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land  and  meadows 
within  the  limits  and  bounds  aforesaid  into  a  lordship 
or  manor  of  Cortlandt,  which  reasonable  request  for 
the  future  encouragement  of  our  said  loving  subject, 
we  being  willing  to  grant : 

'  Know  ye,  that  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowl¬ 
edge  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given,  granted,  rati¬ 
fied  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  give,  grant,  ratify  and  con¬ 
firm  unto  our  said  loving  subject,  Stephannus  Van 
Cortlandt,  all  the  aforesaid  certain  parcel  and  tracts 
of  land  and  meadow  within  their  several  and  respec¬ 
tive  limits  and  bounds  aforesaid, 

‘Together  with  all  and  every  of  the  messuages, 
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tenements,  buildings,  barns,  houses,  out-houses, 
stables,  edifices,  orchards,  gardens,  inclosures,  fences, 
pastures,  fields,  feedings,  woods,  underwoods,  trees, 
timber,  swamps,  meadows,  marshes,  pools,  ponds, 
lakes,  fountains,  waters,  water  courses,  rivers,  rivulets, 
runs,  streams,  brooks,  creeks,  harbors,  coves,  inlets, 
outlets,  islands  of  meadow,  necks  of  land  and  meadow, 
peninsulas  of  land  and  meadow,  ferries,  fishing,  fowl¬ 
ing,  hunting  and  hawking,  and  the  fishing  in  Hudson’s 
river,  so  far  as  the  bounds  of  the  said  land  extends 
upon  the  same,  quarries,  minerals,  (silver  and  gold 
mines  only  excepted,)  and  all  other  the  rights,  mem¬ 
bers,  liberties,  privileges,  jurisdictions,  pre-eminences, 
emoluments,  [sic~\  to  the  afore  recited  certain  parcels 
or  tracts  of  land  and  meadows  within  their  several  and 
respective  limits  and  bounds  aforesaid,  belonging  or 
in  any  ways  appertaining  or  accepted,  reputed,  taken, 
known  or  occupied  as  part,  parcel  or  member  thereof, 
‘To  have  and  to  hold  all  the  afore  recited  certain 
parcels  and  tracts  of  land  and  meadows  within  their 
several  and  respective  limits  and  bounds  aforesaid, 
together  with  all  and  every  of  the  messuages,  tene¬ 
ments,  buildings,  barns,  houses,  out-houses,  stables, 
edifices,  orchards,  gardens,  enclosures,  fences,  pas¬ 
tures,  fields,  feedings,  woods,  underwoods,  trees,  tim¬ 
ber,  swamps,  meadows,  marshes,  pools,  ponds,  lakes, 
fountains,  waters,  water-courses,  rivers,  rivulets,  runs, 
streams,  brooks,  creeks,  harbors,  coves,  inlets,  outlets, 
island  of  land  and  meadow,  necks  of  land  and  meadow, 
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peninsulas  of  land  and  meadow,  ferries,  fishing,  fowl¬ 
ing,  hunting  and  hawking,  and  the  fishing  on  [sic'] 
Hudson’s  river  so  far  as  the  bounds  of  the  said  land 
extends  upon  the  said  river,  quarries,  mines,  minerals, 
(silver  and  gold  only  excepted,)  and  all  other  the 
rights,  members,  liberties,  privileges,  jurisdictions, 
pre-eminences,  emoluments,  royalties,  profits,  bene¬ 
fits,  advantages,  hereditaments  and  appurtenances 
whatesoever  to  the  afore  recited  certain  parcels  or 
tracts  of  land  and  meadow  within  their  several  and 
respective  limits  and  bounds  aforesaid,  belonging  or 
in  any  ways  appertaining  or  accepted,  reputed,  taken, 
known  or  occupied  as  part,  parcel  or  member  thereof 
unto  the  said  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  his  heirs  and 
assignees,  to  the  sole  and  only  proper  use,  benefit  and 
behoof  of  him  the  said  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever; 

‘And,  moreover,  know  ye,  that  of  our  further  spe¬ 
cial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we 
have  thought  fit,  according  to  the  request  of  our  said 
loving  subject,  to  erect  all  the  afore  recited  certain  par¬ 
cels  and  tracts  of  land  and  meadows  within  the  limits 
and  bounds  aforesaid  into  a  lordship  and  manor,  and 
therefore  by  these  presents  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
our  successors,  erect,  make  and  constitute  all  the  afore 
recited  certain  parcel  and  tracts  of  land  and  meadows 
with  the  limits  and  bounds  aforesaid,  together  with 
all  and  every  the  above  granted  premises,  with  all  and 
every  of  their  appurtenances,  into  one  lordship  and 
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manor  to  all  intents  and  purposes;  and  it  is  our  royal 
will  and  pleasure  that  the  said  lordship  and  manor 
shall,  from  henceforth,  be  called  the  lordship  and 
manor  of  Cortlandt ; 

‘And  further,  know  ye,  that  we,  reposing  especial 
trust  and  confidence  in  the  loyalty,  wisdom,  justice, 
prudence  and  circumspection  of  our  said  loving  sub¬ 
ject,  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  give  and  grant 
unto  our  said  loving  subject,  Stephanus  Van  Cort¬ 
landt,  and  to  the  heirs  and  assignees  of  him  the  said 
Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  full  power  and  authority 
at  all  times  forever  hereafter  in  the  said  lordship  and 
manor,  one  court  leet  and  one  court  baron,  to  hold 
and  keep  at  such  time  and  times,  and  so  often  yearly 
as  he  or  they  shall  see  meet;  and  all  fines,  issues  and 
amercements  at  the  said  court  leet  and  court  baron, 
to  be  holden  within  the  said  lordship  and  manor,  to 
be  settled,  forfeited  or  employed,  or  payable,  or  hap¬ 
pening  at  any  time  to  be  payable  by  any  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  or  within  the  said  lordship  and  manor  of 
Cortlandt,  or  the  limits  and  bounds  thereof,  and  also 
all  and  every  of  the  powers  and  authorities  herein¬ 
before  mentioned,  for  the  holding  and  keeping  the 
said  court  leet  and  court  baron  from  time  to  time,  and 
to  award  and  issue  out  the  accustomary  writs,  to  be 
issued  and  awarded  out  of  the  said  court  leet  and 
court  baron,  to  be  kept  by  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the 
said  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt  forever,  or  their  or  any 
of  their  stewards,  deputed  and  appointed  with  a  full 
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and  ample  power  and  authority  to  distrain  for  the 
rents,  services  and  other  sums  of  money,  payable  by 
virtue  of  the  premises  and  all  other  lawful  remedies 
and  means  for  the  having,  possessing,  receiving,  levy¬ 
ing  and  enjoying  the  premises  and  every  part  and  par¬ 
cel  of  the  same,  and  all  waifs,  estrays,  wrecks,  deo- 
dands,  goods  of  felons,  happening,  and  being  for¬ 
feited,  within  the  said  lordship  and  manor  of  Cort- 
landt,  together,  with  all  and  every  sum  and  sums  of 
money,  to  be  paid  as  a  post  fine,  upon  any  fine,  or  fines, 
to  be  levied  of  any  land,  tenements,  or  hereditaments 
within  the  said  lordship  and  manor  of  Cortlandt,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  advowson,  and  right  of  patronage, 
and  all,  and  every,  the  church  and  churches  erected 
or  established,  or  hereafter  to  be  erected,  or  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  said  manor  of  Cortlandt; 

‘And  we  do  by  these  presents  constitute,  and  ap¬ 
point,  our  said  loving  subject  Stephanus  Van  Cort¬ 
landt,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  be  our  sole  and  only 
ranger  of  the  said  lordship  and  manor  of  Cortlandt, 
and  to  have,  hold,  and  enjoy,  all  the  benefits,  perqui¬ 
sites,  fees,  rights,  privileges,  profits  and  appurte¬ 
nances,  that  of  right  doth  belong  unto  a  ranger 
according  to  the  statute,  and  customs  of  our  realm  of 
England,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  as  if  the  same 
were  particularly  expressed,  in  these  presents,  any¬ 
thing  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  ways  notwith¬ 
standing; 

‘And  we  likewise  do  further  give,  and  grant,  unto 
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the  said  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  and  to  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  that  all  and  every  the  tenants  of  him  the 
said  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  within  the  said  lord- 
ship  and  manor  of  Cortlandt,  shall  and  may  at  all 
times  hereafter,  meet  together,  and  choose  assessors 
within  the  manor  aforesaid,  acording  to  such  rules, 
ways,  and  methods,  as  are  prescribed  for  cities,  towns 
and  counties  within  our  said  province  by  the  acts  of 
General  Assembly,  for  the  defraying  the  public  charge 
of  each  respective  city,  town,  and  county  aforesaid, 
and  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  so  assessed  and 
levied  to  collect,  and  pay,  and  dispose  of  for  such  uses 
as  the  acts  of  General  Assembly  shall  establish  and 
appoint; 

‘And  further,  of  our  said  special  grace,  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  do,  by  these  presents, 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  give  and  grant  unto 
our  said  loving  subject,  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt, 
and  to  his  heirs  and  assignees  forever,  that  the  said 
Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  his  heirs  and  assignees, 
shall  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  from  and  after  the 
expiration  of  twenty  years  next  ensuing  the  date  of 
these  presents,  return  and  send  a  discreet  inhabitant 
in  and  of  the  said  manor,  to  be  a  representative  of  the 
said  manor  in  every  Assembly  after  the  expiration 
of  the  twenty  years,  to  be  summoned  and  holden 
within  this  our  said  Province,  which  representative 
so  returned  and  sent  shall  be  received  into  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Assembly  as  a  member  of  the 
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said  house,  to  have  and  enjoy  such  privileges  as  the 
other  representatives  returned  and  sent  from  the  other 
counties  and  manors  of  this  our  said  Province,  have 
had  and  enjoyed  in  any  former  Assemblies  holden 
within  this  our  said  Province, 

‘To  have  and  to  hold,  possess  and  enjoy  all  and 
singular  the  said  lordship  and  manor  of  Cortlandt 
and  premises,  with  all  their  and  every  of  their  royal¬ 
ties  and  appurtenances  unto  the  said  Stephanus  Van 
Cortlandt,  his  heirs  and  assignees,  to  the  sole  and  only 
proper  use,  benefit  and  behoof  of  him  the  said 
Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  his  heirs  and  assignees 
forever, 

‘To  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  in  free 
and  common  soccage,  as  of  our  manor  of  East  Green¬ 
wich,  in  our  County  of  Kent,  within  our  realm  of 
England, 

‘Yielding,  rendering  and  paying  therefore  yearly 
and  every  year  forever  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  succes¬ 
sors,  at  our  city  of  New  York,  on  the  feast  day  of  the 
Annunciation  of  our  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  the  yearly 
rent  of  forty  shillings  current  money  of  our  said 
Province,  in  lieu  and  stead  of  all  other  rents  and  serv¬ 
ices,  dues,  duties  and  demands  whatsoever  for  the 
afore  recited  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  and  meadow, 
lordship  and  manor  of  Cortlandt  and  premises. 

‘  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  great 
seal  of  our  said  Province  to  be  hereunto  affixed:  wit¬ 
ness  our  said  trusty  and  well-beloved  Colonel 
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Benjamin  Fletcher,  our  said  Captain-General  and 
Governor-in-chief  of  our  Province  of  New  York  and 
the  territories  depending  thereon  in  America,  and 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  same,  our  Lieutenant  and  Com¬ 
mander-in-chief  of  the  militia  and  of  all  the  forces  by 
sea  and  land  within  our  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and 
of  all  the  forts  and  places  of  strength  within  the  same, 
in  council  at  our  fort  in  New  York,  the  17th  day  of 
June,  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  reign,  Anno  Domini, 
1697.  Benjamin  Fletcher,  by  his  Excellency’s  com¬ 
mand.  David  Jamison,  Secretary.  (Footnote:  Book 
of  Pat.  Alb.,  No.  VII.,  165.)’”  ( A  History  of  the 
County  of  Westchester  .  .  .  By  Robert  Bolton,  Jr.  .  .  . 
two  volumes,  New  York,  Printed  by  Alexander  S. 
Gould,  1848,  Vol.  I,  pp.  46-50,  with  additional  para¬ 
graphing,  and  additional  capitals  where  needed  in 
such  paragraphing.) 

Mr.  Bolton  says  that  the  “manor  of  Cortlandt  .  .  . 
according  to  an  actual  survey,  contained  eighty  three 
thousand  acres.  It  is  said  that  the  governor’s  fee  on 
this  occasion  [the  granting  of  the  patent]  amounted 
to  three  hundred  pieces  of  eight.”  {Ibid.,  pp.  45,  46.) 
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Rachael  Wriothesley,  Lady  Russell 
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Chapter  VI 

A  LONG  ISLAND  MANOR 

“William  and  Mary,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King 
and  Queen  of  England,  Scotland,  ffrance  and  Ire¬ 
land,  Defenders  of  the  faith,  &c., 

“  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  sendeth 
greeting: 

“WHEREAS,  Benjamin  Fletcher,  our  Capt.  Gen¬ 
erali  and  Governour-in-Chiefe  of  our  Province  of 
New  York,  and  the  territoryes  depending  thereon  in 
America,  hath,  at  the  request  of  our  loving  subject, 
Colla.  Willm.  Smith,  one  of  ye  members  of  our  coun¬ 
cil  and  Chief  e-Justice  of  our  said  province,  hath 
[jz'c]  issued  his  warrant  to  our  Surveyor-Generall  of 
our  sd  province,  bearing  date,  the  nineteenth  day  of 
September,  for  the  surveying  and  laying  out  severall 
neckes  and  tracts  of  Land  and  meadow,  beach,  bay 
and  Island  within  ye  sd  bay,  scituate,  lying  and  being 
upon  the  south  syde  of  our  island,  formerly  called 
Long  Island,  and  now  knowne  and  called  by  the 
name  of  our  Island  of  Nassau,  wch  were  formerly 
purchased  of  ye  native  Indians,  according  to  the  Lawes 
of  our  sd  province,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  fro.  Collo. 
Slaughter,  late  Governour  of  our  sd  province,  bear¬ 
ing  date,  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  one. 

[in  ] 


“And  whereas,  Augustine  Graham,  our  Surveyr 
Generali  for  our  said  Province  of  New  York,  &c., 
hath,  p’suant  to  his  warrant  aforesaid,  surveyed  and 
laid  out  the  severall  neckes  and  tracts  of  land  and 
meadow,  beach,  bay  and  Islands  within  the  sd  bay, 
upon  the  South  side  of  our  Island  of  Nassau : 

“  Bounded  westward  from  the  maine  sea  or  occian 
to  the  westermost  bank  of  a  river  called  East  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  soe  along  the  banke  of  the  sd  river  to  a 
creeke  running  out  of  the  sd  river,  called  Yaphanke, 
and  soe  along  the  southwest  bank  of  ye  sd  creek  unto 
its  head,  the  whole  creek  included,  to  a  marked  pine 
tree  at  ye  head  of  ye  sd  creek,  and  soe  in  a  direct  north 
lyne  until  it  comes  to  the  bank  of  Connecticut  River 
aforesd,  to  a  marked  tree  on  the  west  syde  of  said 
river;  and  fro.  thence  alongst  the  westermost  bank  of 
sd  river  unto  ye  sd  river  head,  ye  whole  river  and  all 
ye  branches  thereof  included,  and  from  thence  alongst 
ye  west  syde  of  Connecticut  Hollow  to  the  country 
roade  near  ye  middle  of  the  island  afore  sd,  to  a  markt 
tree  there,  the  whole  hollow  included,  and  soe 
bounded  northward  by  ye  sd  country  road  to  another 
marked  tree,  being  distant  one  fro  ye  other  ffive 
miles  and  a  halfe,  and  so  in  a  direct  south  lyne  from 
the  eastermost  marked  tree  near  the  country  road 
aforesd,  to  a  pyne  tree  marked  with  W.  S.  and  three 
notches,  at  ye  head  of  ye  maine  branch  of  Mastick 
River,  and  fro  thence  alongst  ye  eastermost  bank  of 
sd  river,  the  whole  river  and  all  its  branches  included, 
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to  the  maine  sea ;  as  also  too  [. sic~\  small  tracts  of  upland 
and  meadow,  lying  east  of  mastic  river,  called  Puen- 
catame  and  Hogges  neck,  and  bounded  easterward 
from  ye  maine  sea  to  a  river  or  creek,  called  Senekes 
River,  and  from  thence  in  a  direct  north  lyne  to  ye 
country  road,  and  west  by  bounds  aforesaid  men¬ 
tioned,  and  South  by  the  sea;  as  also,  one  tract  of 
beach,  meadow  and  bay,  lying  along  the  South  syde 
of  the  island  aforesaid,  with  all  the  Islands  in  the  sd 
bay  between  the  maine  Island  aforesd  and  the  beach 
afore  sd,  from  a  certain  Gutt  or  inlett  westward, 
commonly  called  Huntington  East  Gutt,  to  a  certain 
stake  on  the  beach  Eastward,  to  a  place  called  Copt- 
wange,  being  the  towne  of  Southampton  westermost 
bounds ; 

“  The  sd  beach  and  bay  being  from  the  East  to  the 
west  bounds,  tweenty  ffour  miles  and  seven  chaines, 
as  by  the  returne  of  our  sd  surveyor,  relation  being 
thereunto  had,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear. 

“And  as  Whereas,  our  loving  subject,  the  sd  Coll. 
Willm  Smith,  one  of  ye  members  of  our  Councill  and 
Chiefe  Justice  of  our  sd  Province  of  New  Yorke  and 
territorys  depending  thereon  in  America,  hath  not 
only  been  a  [at?]  great  charge  and  expence  in  the  pur¬ 
chasing  of  all  the  sd  necks  and  tracts  of  land  and 
meadow,  beach,  bay  and  islands  upon  the  south  syde 
of  our  sd  island  of  Nassau,  within  ye  limitts  and 
bounds  aforesaid,  but  also  hath  been  at  much  more 
considerable  charge  and  expence  in  ye  purchaseing 
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and  improvement  of  a  certain  neck  or  peninsula  of  up¬ 
land  and  meadow  and  thatch  beds  on  creek  thatch, 
within  the  limitts  and  bounds  of  ye  towne  of  Brook- 
haven,  and  lying  and  being  situate  on  ye  north  syde 
of  ye  island  of  Nassau  aforesaid,  commonly  called  and 
known  by  ye  name  of  ye  little  neck  of  Brookhaven 
aforesaid,  being  bounded  southward  by  a  lyne  run¬ 
ning  along  ye  east  syde  of  the  sd  Isthmues,  and  by  ye 
gate  of  ye  now  highway,  so  running  west  along  ye 
fence  between  ye  said  Smithe’s  Land  and  Justice 
Richard  Whodhall’s  house  Lott  to  a  creek  lying  on 
the  west  syde  of  ye  said  Isthmus,  and  so  bounded  by 
ye  bay,  harbour  and  salt  water  round  the  neck  aforesd, 
to  ye  marked  tree  by  ye  gate  and  highway  aforesd ; 

“A  [As?]  also,  one  intire  Island  of  thatch  lying 
between  the  neck  afore  sd  and  the  old  field  of  ye  towne 
afore  sd,  by  ye  sd  Smith  purchased  from  Samuell 
Eburne,  Clark;  as  also  a  certaine  part  of  a  great 
thatch  bedd  lying  alongst  the  Eastermost  part  of  ye 
said  neck,  called  the  Indian  Land,  as  also  all  such 
thatch  beds  or  creek  thatches  as  lyes  with  in  the  har¬ 
bour  in  a  direct  lyne  from  ye  marked  tree,  by  the  Gate, 
to  ye  southermost  poynt  of  ye  said  Little  Neck,  called 
ffloyd’s  Poynt,  given  by  the  townesmen  of  Brook- 
haven  to  him,  ye  sd  Smith,  as  by  their  sd  deeds  relacon 
being  thereunto  had,  may  more  fully  appear. 

“And  whereas  our  sd  loving  subject  hath,  by  his 
Petition,  presented  to  the  sd  Benjamin  ffletcher,  our 
Captaine  Generali  and  Governour-in-Chiefe  of  our 
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sd  Province  of  New  Yorke  and  Territoryes  depend¬ 
ing  thereon  in  America,  and  their  Majtyes’  Councill 
prayed  our  Grant  and  confirmacon  of  all  and  every  of 
the  sayed  several  necks  and  tracts  of  land  and  meadow, 
beach,  bay  and  islands  within  the  respective  limitts 
and  bounds  aforesd,  and  that  wee  would  likewise 
erect  all  and  every,  the  respective  necks  and  tracts  of 
land  and  meadow  within  the  respective  limitts  and 
bounds  aforesaid,  into  a  Lordshipp  or  manor  of  St. 
George’s,  which  reasonable  request,  for  the  future 
encouragement  of  our  sd  loving  subject,  wee  being 
willing  to  grant; 

“  Know  yee  that  of  our  speciall  Grace,  certaine 
knowledge  and  meer  motion,  wee  have  given,  granted, 
ratified  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doe  for 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors  give,  grant,  ratify  and 
confirm  unto  the  sd  Coll.  Willm.  Smith,  his  heires, 
and  assignes  all  and  every  the  forerecited  necks,  tracts 
and  parcells  of  Land  and  meadow  within  the  respec¬ 
tive  limitts  and  bounds  before  menconed  and  ex¬ 
pressed,  together  with  all  and  every  of  the  messuages, 
tenements,  buildings,  barnes,  houses,  outhouses, 
fences,  orchards,  Guardings,  Pastures,  meadows, 
marshes,  swamps,  pooles,  poundes,  waters,  water 
courses,  woods,  underwoods,  trees,  timber,  quarryes, 
Rivers,  Runs,  Rivoletts,  Brooks,  Lakes,  Streames, 
Creeks,  Harbours,  beaches,  bays,  inlands  fferyes,  dish¬ 
ing,  ffowling,  hunting,  hawking,  mines,  mineralls 
(silver  and  Gold  mines  only  excepted),  and  all  the 
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rights,  members,  Libertyes,  Priveiledges,  Jurisdic¬ 
tions,  Royaltyes,  Hereditaments,  proffits,  benefits, 
advantages  and  appurtenances  whatsoever,  to  the 
aforesd,  severall  and  respective  necks  and  tracts  and 
parcells  of  Land  and  meadow,  Bay,  Beach  and  In¬ 
lands  wth  in  the  sd  bay,  belonging  or  in  any  ways  ap¬ 
pertaining,  or  accepted,  reputed,  taken,  known  or 
occupyed  as  part,  parcell  or  member  thereof; 

“To  Have  and  Hold  all  the  afore-recited,  severall 
and  respective  necks,  tracts  and  parcells  of  Land  and 
meadow  and  premises  within  the  respective  limitts 
and  bounds  aforesd,  wth  all  and  every  of  their  appur¬ 
tenances  unto  him,  the  sd  Coll.  Willm  Smith,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  to  the  only  proper  use,  benefit  and  be- 
hoofe  of  him,  the  sd  William  Smith,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever; 

“  Moreover,  Know  ye  that  of  our  further  Speciall 
Grace,  certaine  knowledge  and  meer  mocon,  wee 
have  thought  fit,  according  to  ye  request  of  our  sd  love- 
ing  subject,  to  erect  all  the  afore-recited  necks,  tracts 
and  parcells  of  Land  and  meadow,  beach,  bay  and 
Islands  wth  in  ye  limitts  and  bounds  afore  sd,  into  a 
lordshipp  and  mannor; 

“And  therefore,  by  these  presents,  wee  doe,  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  erect,  make  and  constitute 
all  ye  aforesd  recited  necks,  tracts  and  parcells  of 
Land  and  meadow,  beach,  bay  and  inlands  within  the 
limitts  and  bounds  afore  menconed  together,  wthall 
and  every  the  above  granted  premises,  wth  all,  and 
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every  of  their  appurtenances  into  one  Lordship  and 
mannour  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 

“And  it  is  our  Royall  Will  and  pleasure  that  the 
sd  Lordshipp  and  mannour  shall,  from  henceforth, 
be  called  the  Lordshipp  and  mannour  of  St.  George’s, 
“And  know  yee  that  wee,  reposing  especiall  trust 
and  confidence  in  the  loyalty,  wisdome,  Justice,  prue- 
dence  and  circumspection  of  our  sd  loveing  subject 
doe,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  give  and  grant 
unto  the  sd  Coll.  Willm  Smith,  and  to  heirs  and  as¬ 
signs  of  him,  the  said  Coll.  William  Smith,  full 
power  and  authority,  at  all  tymes,  forever  hereafter, 
in  the  sd  lordshipp  and  mannour,  one  court  Leet  and 
Court  Baron,  to  hold  and  keep  at  such  tyme  and  tymes, 
and  soe  often,  yearly,  as  he  or  they  shall  see  meet,  and 
all  fines,  issues  and  amercements  at  the  sd  Court  Leet 
and  Court  Baron  to  be  holden  wth  in  the  sd  Lordshipp 
or  mannor  to  be  sett,  forfeited,  or  imployed,  or  pay¬ 
able,  or  happening,  at  any  time,  to  be  payable  by  any 
of  the  Inhabitants  of,  or  within  the  sd  Lordship  or 
mannour  of  St.  George’s,  or  the  Limitts  and  bound 
thereof,  and  also,  all  and  every  of  the  power  and 
authority  hereinbefore  menconed  for  the  holding  and 
keeping  the  sd  Court  Leet  and  court  baron  from  tyme 
to  tyme,  and  to  award  and  issue  out  the  accustomary 
writts  to  be  issued  and  awarded  out  of  the  sd  Court 
Leet  and  Court  Baron  to  be  kept  by  the  heirs  and 
assigns  of  the  sd  Coll.  Willm  Smith  forever,  or  their 
or  any  of  their  Stewards  deputed  and  appoynted, 
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with  full  and  ample  power  and  authority,  to  distraine 
for  the  rents,  services,  and  other  summs  of  money 
payable  by  virtue  of  the  premises,  and  all  other  law- 
full  remedyes  and  means  for  the  having,  possessing, 
levying  and  enjoyning  the  premises  and  every  part 
and  parcell  of  the  same,  and  all  waifes,  estrayes,  deo- 
dands,  goods  of  ffellows  happening  and  being  for¬ 
feited  within  the  said  Lordshipp  or  mannor  of  St. 
George’s,  and  all  and  every  sum  and  summes,  and 
summes  [rfc]  of  money,  to  be  payd  as  a  post  fine  upon 
any  fine  or  fines  to  be  levyed  of  any  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments  within  the  sd  Lordshipp  or  mannor 
of  St.  George’s, 

“And  wee  doe  also  further  give  and  grant  unto  the 
sd  Coll.  Willm  Smith,  his  heirs  and  assigns  that  all 
and  singular,  the  tenants  of  him,  the  sd  Coll.  Willm 
Smith,  within  the  said  mannor  shall,  and  may  at  all 
tymes,  hereafter  meet  together  and  choose  assessors 
within  the  mannour  aforesaid,  according  to  the  true 
rules,  wayes  and  methods  as  are  prescribed  for  cittyes, 
townes  and  countyes  within  our  said  Province,  &c., 
by  the  acts  of  Generali  Assembly  for  the  defraying 
the  publick  charge  of  each  respective  citty,  towne  & 
county  aforesaid,  and  all  such  summes  of  money  soe 
assessed  and  levyed  to  collect  and  dispose  off  for  such 
uses  as  the  sd  acts  of  Generali  Assembly  shall  estab¬ 
lish  and  appoynt, 

“To  Have,  and  to  Hold,  possess  and  enjoy,  all  & 
singular,  the  sd  Lordshipp  or  mannour  of  St. 
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George’s  and  premisses,  with  all  their  and  every  of 
their  appurtenances  unto  the  sd  Coll.  Willm  Smith, 
his  heirs  and  assigns  to  the  only  proper  use,  benefit 
and  behoofe  of  him,  the  sd  Coll.  Willm  Smith,  his 
heires  and  assigns  forever,  and  that  the  sd  Lordship 
and  mannour  aforesaid  shall  be  and  forever  continue 
free  and  exempt  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  any  towne, 
towneship  or  mannor  whatsoever 

“  To  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  in  free 
and  common  soccage,  according  to  the  tennour  of  our 
mannor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in 
our  Kingdom  of  England, 

“Yielding,  rendering  therefore  yearly,  and  every 
year  forever,  unto  their  most  sacred  Majesties  afore¬ 
said,  their  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  such  officer  or 
officers  as  shall,  from  tyme  to  tyme,  be  empowered  to 
receive  the  same,  if  demanded,  twenty  shillings,  cur¬ 
rant  money  of  this  Province,  upon  the  tenth  day  of 
October,  in  lieu  and  stead  of  all  services,  dutyes  or 
demands  whatsoever. 

“Witness,  Benjamin  ffletcher,  our  Captaine  Gen¬ 
erali  and  Governour  in  Chief  of  our  Province  of  New 
York  and  the  territoyes  depending  thereon  in 
America.  Given  at  ffort  Willm  Henry,  in  our  citty 
of  New  York,  this  ninth  day  of  October,  in  the  fifth 
year  of  our  reigne,  1693. 

“  State  of  New  York 
Secretary’s  office.  SS* 

“  I  have  compared  the  preceeding  with  the  Record 
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of  a  Patent  to  William  Smith,  as  found  in  Book  of 
Patents,  No.  6,  page  421,  &c.,  and  do  certify  that  it  is 
a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the  whole  of 
said  Record. 

“  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  my  official  seal,  at  the  City  of  Albany, 
this  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  seven. 

“N.  P.  Stanton,  Dep.  Sec.  of  State.” 
{Records,  Town  of  Brookhaven,  Up  to  1800,  pp.  77- 
83,  with  additional  paragraphing,  and  additional 
capitals  where  needed  in  such  paragraphing.) 

The  End 
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